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For well over a decade a broad coalition of NGOs presented our mutual concerns of 
radionuclides entering the Great Lakes basin to the International Joint Commission 
(IJC).  Our mutual concerns about radionuclides in the Great Lakes Basin had gotten 
acknowledgement by the IJC and were reflected in their Recommendations to all 
respective governments. 
  
In the United States the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the Department of Energy 
and the Environmental Protection Agency have all been severely impacted by the US 
administration’s agenda to deregulate, specifically pertaining to radionuclides and 
oversight of the environment. 
 
In April and again in May, the President of the United States signed five Executive 
Orders that eviscerate regulations.  The Executive Orders (EOs) are: Restoring Gold 
Standard Science; Ordering the Reform of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission; Reinvigorating the Nuclear Industrial Base; Reforming Nuclear Reactor 
Testing at the Department of Energy; and Deploying Advanced Nuclear Reactor 
Technologies for National Security. 
 
Four of the Executive Orders focused on the nuclear sector would: 

• reduce and undermine the already inadequate safety oversight authority of 
the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC); 

• fast-track unproven new reactor projects without regard for safety, health or 
environmental impacts; 

• curtail or possibly even end public intervention; 
• weaken already insufficient radiation exposure standards; and 
• reopen the pathway between the civil and military sectors. (See Appendix for 

more details of the impacts of these Executive Orders) 
 
Very recent articles from the most authoritative of sources articulate in great detail how 
these Executive Orders have weakened regulation of radionuclides and place the Public 
in great peril of exposure to radionuclides in water, soil and air. 
  

 
1 Michael is chair of the Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes. For the past 40 years he has ac;vely engaged in 
opposi;on to nuclear  power and nuclear prolifera;on. He has tes;fied in hearings at County, State, Provincial, U.S. 
Federal and Canadian Federal levels providing expert tes;mony on nuclear power. 
Michael is a life-long resident of Monroe, Michigan.  

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/restoring-gold-standard-science/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/restoring-gold-standard-science/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/ordering-the-reform-of-the-nuclear-regulatory-commission/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/ordering-the-reform-of-the-nuclear-regulatory-commission/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/reinvigorating-the-nuclear-industrial-base/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/reforming-nuclear-reactor-testing-at-the-department-of-energy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/reforming-nuclear-reactor-testing-at-the-department-of-energy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/deploying-advanced-nuclear-reactor-technologies-for-national-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/deploying-advanced-nuclear-reactor-technologies-for-national-security/
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Three former Nuclear Regulatory Commissioners spoke out most recently in The 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists that “The White House has introduced radical changes that 
threaten to disrupt the effectiveness of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)”. 
    
Nuclear experts with the Union of Concerned Scientists published ‘Mission Impossible’ 
critique on NRC’s transformation from a nuclear safety agency into a promoter of 
nuclear power.  
 
Allison MacFarlane (former chair of the NRC) warns that the US administration‘s 
proposal to weaken the NRC is putting the US on the same path that led to the disaster 
at Fukushima. 
 
The presence of radionuclides in the Great Lakes basin watershed and airshed are the 
earliest indications of problems with the nuclear industry.  That monitoring has now 
been abandoned by the current NRC. 
 
The Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes makes this appeal to the U.S. and 
Canadian federal governments to recognize radionuclides as Chemicals of Mutual 
Concern under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. 
 
Attached are annotated citations of recent authoritative articles on the current state of 
affairs with The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
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Appendix -  Annotated Citations on The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission – A Snapshot 
 
Why the US must protect the independence of its nuclear regulator 
The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists by Stephen Burns, Allison Macfarlane, Richard 
Meserve July 7, 2025 
https://thebulletin.org/2025/07/why-the-us-must-protect-the-independence-of-its-
nuclear-regulator/ 
  
The White House has introduced radical changes that threaten to disrupt the 
effectiveness of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). The agency was 
formed in 1975 to be an independent regulator, separating it from the promotional role 
pursued by its predecessor, the Atomic Energy Commission. The NRC has set safety 
requirements that have become the global gold standard for nuclear regulation. The 
White House actions threaten to undermine this record. 
 
NRC's New Mission Impossible Making Atoms Great Again 
The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists by Edwin Lyman May 29, 2025 
https://thebulletin.org/2025/05/the-nrcs-new-mission-impossible-making-atoms-great-
again/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Making%20At
oms%20Great%20Again%3F&utm_campaign=20250602%20Monday%20Newsletter 
  
The United States President signed executive orders that transform the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission from a nuclear safety agency into a promoter of nuclear power, 
Union of Concerned Scientist physicist Ed Lyman contends. As an independent agency, 
the NRC should reject the executive orders, which negate Congress’ chief rationale for 
creating the agency—public safety. Read more. 
  
https://www.independentnews.com/news/livermore_news/nuclear-expert-offers-stern-
safety-warning/article_2b760689-41f1-4306-942b-fe78e8427539.html Allison 
MacFarlane (former chair of the NRC) warns that the President’s proposal to weaken 
the NRC is putting the US on the same path that led to the disaster at Fukushima. 
  
For Immediate Release 
June 30, 2025 
Contact: doenews@hq.doe.gov 
  
Energy Secretary Announces Updated NEPA Procedures to End Permitting 
Paralysis and Unleash American Energy 
  
WASHINGTON— The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) today announced new 
updates to the Department’s National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedures, 
fixing the broken permitting process and delivering on President Trump’s pledge to 
unleash American energy dominance and accelerate critical energy infrastructure. As 
part of a government-wide effort to restore common sense to permitting, DOE published 

https://thebulletin.org/2025/07/why-the-us-must-protect-the-independence-of-its-nuclear-regulator/
https://thebulletin.org/2025/07/why-the-us-must-protect-the-independence-of-its-nuclear-regulator/
https://thebulletin.org/2025/05/the-nrcs-new-mission-impossible-making-atoms-great-again/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Making%20Atoms%20Great%20Again%3F&utm_campaign=20250602%20Monday%20Newsletter
https://thebulletin.org/2025/05/the-nrcs-new-mission-impossible-making-atoms-great-again/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Making%20Atoms%20Great%20Again%3F&utm_campaign=20250602%20Monday%20Newsletter
https://thebulletin.org/2025/05/the-nrcs-new-mission-impossible-making-atoms-great-again/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Making%20Atoms%20Great%20Again%3F&utm_campaign=20250602%20Monday%20Newsletter
https://connect.thebulletin.org/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDIKnibDX39zN-8UOacAK6mvAHxjexlX5nKKXia6X8rz0y.zeRr2Y2jjdI~jvY0X5PK
https://www.independentnews.com/news/livermore_news/nuclear-expert-offers-stern-safety-warning/article_2b760689-41f1-4306-942b-fe78e8427539.html
https://www.independentnews.com/news/livermore_news/nuclear-expert-offers-stern-safety-warning/article_2b760689-41f1-4306-942b-fe78e8427539.html
mailto:doenews@hq.doe.gov
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an interim final rule rescinding all NEPA regulations and published new NEPA guidance 
procedures for the Department of Energy. 
  
Excerpt: 
The current five NRC Commissioners during a January 2025 briefing by US NRC.  
Trump’s reckless and accelerated nuclear orders would destroy safety oversight and 
endanger the public, writes Linda Pentz Gunter 
  
On May 23rd, with several strokes of his pen, President Trump issued orders that would 
roll back US energy policy about 50 years. 
  
On that day, the Unites States President signed five Executive Orders (EOs): Restoring 
Gold Standard Science; Ordering the Reform of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission; Reinvigorating the Nuclear Industrial Base; Reforming Nuclear Reactor 
Testing at the Department of Energy; and Deploying Advanced Nuclear Reactor 
Technologies for National Security. (This page keeps a running tally of all the White 
House executive orders.) A press release headlined “President Trump Signs Executive 
Orders to Usher in a Nuclear Renaissance, Restore Gold Standard Science” Was 
release and included the following the following explanation that read: “Gold Standard 
Science is just that—science that meets the Gold Standard.” 
  
Collectively, the four orders that focused on the nuclear sector would: 

• reduce and undermine the already inadequate safety oversight authority of 
the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC); 

• fast-track unproven new reactor projects without regard for safety, health or 
environmental impacts; 

• curtail or possibly even end public intervention; 
• weaken already insufficient radiation exposure standards; and 
• reopen the pathway between the civil and military sectors, 

all the while “unleashing” nuclear power expansion on a dangerous and unrealistic 
accelerated timeline. 
  
NRC NEPA Overhaul: Agency Plans to Amend Regulations in 10 CFR Part 51 – Up & 
Atom 
By Ryan Lighty of Morgan Lewis hocus pocus BLOG POST August 06, 2025 
The Commission recently issued a Staff Requirements Memorandum (SRM) directing 
NRC Staff to revise the NRC’s National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) 
regulations at 10 CFR Part 51 and update related NRC guidance and policies. The 
NRC’s efforts are intended to streamline its NEPA process, consistent with broader 
federal agency trends, and implement efficiencies mandated by the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act of 2023 (FRA). 
 

 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.SyN0b0LCQryBI5pjHay1iNkfUd1dhoD50zicM844-2Fyf8jom2nKmOvt9jvQW3b0C3q5Jd4Nh9JqowxtNTNowz-2FhQJdtrYwv-2B34WAWk7EB9dw-3DI2GP_y0ZOHP1t5-2FfpoJhK3EmBRN8CcfyVgTyvgS0eyYkLXt7O9ItG98yv9XEPxOj1qt7qPkdEqevfZFZDke5dJAlbR3GshRiyKBo78qR9w6w6aGHEjCgD6I3U6J-2FEVSpCusD0ZE0DUOJWoF9SM9qGZANwezDYD-2BAWW6rCpn-2BQv-2BOj1x08z3Op4Rzzn09LZTYShDyJlsHiboUBWfxVt6apzXFbvi6VX89aQFrJebP-2B1FX1GIReKDiJAKZ9zOnY2oQu6GYZLsUuXhFVWgPRal1WBO-2BI0xVSw3kXTQYFATQcQrnHy55yA0wY2QlTXBlnHQFarHmgjVokUbsRIbduP2eAWZdZyw94wZyPLl-2F4k4-2F2sU6AuKxkl-2B2pcBzzqtedB8B8sbxK
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.SyN0b0LCQryBI5pjHay1iNkfUd1dhoD50zicM844-2FyfubajwgP0Sp4gzBlfU-2FeaIbIC8XcUKTZ6yH4hNMtQo6Pt4xllLxe4p23KtEdJ4cVkPqJwM-2BAI8GuKXXCI-2BGHo6Is4I_y0ZOHP1t5-2FfpoJhK3EmBRN8CcfyVgTyvgS0eyYkLXt7O9ItG98yv9XEPxOj1qt7qPkdEqevfZFZDke5dJAlbR3GshRiyKBo78qR9w6w6aGHEjCgD6I3U6J-2FEVSpCusD0ZE0DUOJWoF9SM9qGZANwezDYD-2BAWW6rCpn-2BQv-2BOj1x08z3Op4Rzzn09LZTYShDyJlsHiboUBWfxVt6apzXFbvrJS5jqVNXrSMQBs-2BbidSMjf3aJHZ-2BpcvyDirBn4m-2FhASEQmt87jP6SS3s1NYmiD1VYmgjumFNKISfNZIsHqxrlMkl4OZws2xrDt77eHpWXzS9DwsPWvmCiQxtYo9yM4DHRBZAVXApPYgYafakVrbusCPzs5QETt-2BTiha83C2QSb
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.SyN0b0LCQryBI5pjHay1iNkfUd1dhoD50zicM844-2FyfubajwgP0Sp4gzBlfU-2FeaIbIC8XcUKTZ6yH4hNMtQo6Pt4xllLxe4p23KtEdJ4cVkPqJwM-2BAI8GuKXXCI-2BGHo6Is4I_y0ZOHP1t5-2FfpoJhK3EmBRN8CcfyVgTyvgS0eyYkLXt7O9ItG98yv9XEPxOj1qt7qPkdEqevfZFZDke5dJAlbR3GshRiyKBo78qR9w6w6aGHEjCgD6I3U6J-2FEVSpCusD0ZE0DUOJWoF9SM9qGZANwezDYD-2BAWW6rCpn-2BQv-2BOj1x08z3Op4Rzzn09LZTYShDyJlsHiboUBWfxVt6apzXFbvrJS5jqVNXrSMQBs-2BbidSMjf3aJHZ-2BpcvyDirBn4m-2FhASEQmt87jP6SS3s1NYmiD1VYmgjumFNKISfNZIsHqxrlMkl4OZws2xrDt77eHpWXzS9DwsPWvmCiQxtYo9yM4DHRBZAVXApPYgYafakVrbusCPzs5QETt-2BTiha83C2QSb
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/restoring-gold-standard-science/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/restoring-gold-standard-science/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/ordering-the-reform-of-the-nuclear-regulatory-commission/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/ordering-the-reform-of-the-nuclear-regulatory-commission/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/reinvigorating-the-nuclear-industrial-base/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/reforming-nuclear-reactor-testing-at-the-department-of-energy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/reforming-nuclear-reactor-testing-at-the-department-of-energy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/deploying-advanced-nuclear-reactor-technologies-for-national-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/deploying-advanced-nuclear-reactor-technologies-for-national-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-orders/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2025/05/president-trump-signs-executive-orders-to-usher-in-a-nuclear-renaissance-restore-gold-standard-science/
https://www.morganlewis.com/blogs/upandatom/2025/08/nrc-nepa-overhaul-agency-plans-to-amend-regulations-in-10-cfr-part-51#page=1
https://www.morganlewis.com/blogs/upandatom/2025/08/nrc-nepa-overhaul-agency-plans-to-amend-regulations-in-10-cfr-part-51#page=1
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2520/ML25209A050.pdf

