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Re: PRD2018-13and PRD2018-14 (Thiamethoxam)

To Whom It May Concern:

Canadian
Environmental Law
Association

EQUITY. JUSTICE. HEALTH.

environmental
defence

Please accept these comments on behalf of the undersigned environmental and conservation
organizations on the proposed registration decisions for Thiamethoxam products (PRD2018-13

and PRD2018-14).



A. The Proposed Registration Decisions do not apply the acceptable risk standard in the
Pest Control Products Act

The PMRA has already concluded that nearly all uses of Thiamethoxam foliar and soil products
pose unacceptable risks as documented in the proposed pollinator re-evaluation PVRD2017-24
and the aquatic invertebrates special review PSRD2018-02. The proposed registration decisions
acknowledge these unacceptable risks and that they cannot be mitigated except through the use
cancellations and restrictions proposed in the re-evaluation and special review.

However, inexplicably, the proposed registration decisions propose a three-year registration for
all uses, subject to the finalization of the re-evaluation and special review. In one instance, the
PRDs find that the uses are acceptable for the period of registration.

The acceptable risk standard must be applied under s.8 of the Pest Control Products Act at the
time of the registration. A registration decision is dependent on the completion of risk
assessments concluding that there is reasonable scientific certainty that no harm will occur. The
PMRA has conducted risk assessments in the context of the re-evaluation and special review and
concluded that the risks are unacceptable for most uses. The PMRA cannot lawfully propose to
fully register those uses for three years pending the finalization of the re-evaluation and special
review decisions. It must base its registration decision on the risk assessments that have been
completed at the time of registration.

B. There is no jurisdiction for the PMRA to phase out rather than immediately de -register
products in the context ofaregistration decision

There is no justification in the PRDs for the conclusion that risks are acceptable for three years,
but not in general as found in the re-evaluation and special reviews. The Actrequires that the
PMRA determine acceptable risk prior to registering or amending the registration of these
products. The acceptable risk determination, and related amendments to uses and conditions
cannot be deferred until the finalization of the re-evaluation or special review. There is no
jurisdiction in the Act merely to phase out products which do not have acceptable risks in a
registration decision. The period of registration is not a condition of registration under the Act
and is not a proper consideration in the determination of acceptable risk. It is unlawful for the
PMRA to rely on the ongoing re-evaluation and special review to defer the completion of its risk
assessment in the context of a registration decision.

C. Conclusion/Recommendation

Accordingly, the proposed registration decisions unlawfully defer the cancellation and
restrictions on use for these products indefinitely: until the finalization and cancellations are
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implemented under the special review and re-evaluation. The proposed restrictions on uses

described in the special review and re-evaluation must be implemented immediately through the

proposed registration decisions.
Sincerely,

Stephen Price

President

Bird Studies Canada
sprice@bsc-eoc.org |519-586-3531

Randall McQuaker

Pesticides Director

Canadian Association of Physicians for the
Environment

randall@cape.ca | 204-688-2558

Kathleen Cooper

Senior Researcher and Paralegal
Canadian Environmental Law Association
kcooper@cela.ca | 416-960-2284 x 7221

Carolyn Callaghan, Ph.D.

Senior Conservation Biologist - Terrestrial
Wildlife

Canadian Wildlife Federation
carolync@cwf-fcf.org | 613-599-9594

Lisa Gue

Senior Researcher and Analyst - Science and
Policy

David Suzuki Foundation
lgue@davidsuzuki.org | 613-914-0747

Muhannad Malas

Toxics Program Manager
Environmental Defence
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Annie Bérubé

Director of Government Relations
Equiterre

aberube@equiterre.org | 514-522-2000

Beatrice Olivastri

CEO

Friends of the Earth Canada
beatrice@foecanada.org | 613-241-0085

Graham Saul

Executive Director

Nature Canada
gsaul@naturecanada.ca | 613-562 3447

Meg Sears, PhD

Chair

Prevent Cancer Now
Meg@PreventCancerNow.ca | 613-297-
6042

Jack Imhof

Director of Conservation Ecology
Trout Unlimited Canada
tuc@tucanada.org | 403-221-8360

Charlotte Dawe

Conservation and Policy Campaigner
Wilderness Committee

Charlotte @wildernesscommittee.org
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