Commissioner Lana Pollack, United States Co-Chair
2000 L Street NW Ste Suite 615, Washington, D.C. 20440
commission@washington.ijc.org

Commissioner Joseph Comuzzi, Canadian Co-Chair
234 Laurier Ave. West, 22th Floor, Ottawa, ON K1P 6K6 u
commission@ottawa.ijc.org

International Joint Commission
Canada and United States

July 23, 2012

Re: Request for your reconsideration of a meeting regarding the immediate need to reinstitute an
International Joint Commission Nuclear Task Force.

Dear Commissioner Lana Pollack, Chair U.S. Section and
Commissioner Joseph Comuzzi, Chair, Canadian Section:

Thank you for your response (attached 1JCdenial2) to our 2011 request for a meeting regarding a
special report on nuclear issues needed as part of the new GLWQA and a new IJC Nuclear Task Force to
produce such a report.

We reiterate our request for a meeting (attached 2011 IJC) because of the well-known, ongoing and
potentially catastrophic toxicity of specific radionuclides.

Reinstating an 1JC Nuclear Task Force will greatly assist in fulfilling your recently announced priority
work during 2012-2015 including Assessment of Progress Toward Restoring the Great Lakes and
Assessing the Capacity to Deliver Great Lakes Science and Information.

Much greater follow up on the many concerns of your first Nuclear Task Force is required as shown in
the reports “Inventory of Radionuclides for the Great Lakes”
(http://www.ijc.org/php/publications/html/invrep/index.html), and “Report of Bioaccumulation of Elements
to Accompany the Inventory of Radionuclides in the Great Lakes Basin”
(http://www.ijc.org/rel/boards/nuclear/bio/index.html).

As stated in our presentation to you at your 2009 Biennial Meeting (attached 2009 1JC), the US
response to the 1JC's 1998 Ninth Biennial Report section on radioactivity wrongly claimed that adequate
monitoring and exposure assumptions and standards were in place, that the nuclear waste problems
would be solved, and that nuclear power could eliminate the need for fossil-fuel generation.

For the sake of the Great Lakes ecosystem, we urge you to take full advantage of the extensive
expertise that Great Lakes United -- our large collective of public interest and environmental organizations
from both Canada and US -- is offering. Hearing from government regulatory agencies and one
organization, which is not a part of the Great Lakes United team that is entirely focused on the Great
Lakes, does not provide you with a comprehensive overview of radioactive threats to this ecosystem.
Expecting the existing nuclear regulatory agencies (NRC and CNSC) to trigger further investigation or
review of nuclear issues in the Great Lakes is to expect from them an admission of their own
limitations. In this manner specific threats to the Great Lakes have been downplayed or ignored.

Please reconsider our offer to meet with you and provide detailed, comprehensive information input on
the necessity for a new 1JC Nuclear Task Force, coming as it does from groups having professionals as
well as dedicated volunteers who deal daily with Great Lakes Nuclear issues.

A hard copy of this letter and the attachments will be sent by regular mail tomorrow.

Yours sincerely,
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Anabel Dwyer, J.D.,

Member, State Bar of Michigan, International Law Section

Member, Board of Directors, Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy
PO Box 1091

Mackinaw City, Ml 49701

231 436 5654 anabeldwyer@yahoo.com

Lorraine Rekmans,

Aboriginal Affairs Critic

Green Party of Canada

5631 Owen Street, Osgoode, ON KOA2WO
Lorraine.rekmans@sympatico.ca

Gordon Edwards, Ph.D., President,
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility,
53 Dufferin Road, Hampstead QC, H3X 2X8 Canada.

Diane D'Arrigo

Nuclear Information and Resource Service
6930 Carroll Ave Suite 340

Takoma Park MD 20912

dianed@nirs.org http://www.nirs.org/

301 270 6477 x 16

John Jackson

Interim Executive Director

Great Lakes United

17 Major Street, Kitchener, Ontario N2H 4R1
jjlackson@glu.org 519-744-7503

Michael J. Keegan, Chairperson
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes
P.O. Box 331

Monroe, Ml 48161

Terry J. Lodge,

Toledo Coalition for Safe Energy
316 N. Michigan St., Ste. 520
Toledo, OH 43604 5627

Ziggy Kleinau,

Bruce Peninsula Environment Group (BPEG)
Lion's Head, Ontario, NOH 1WO0
289-286-0145 ziggyk38@agmail.com

Robert F. Shields, Chair

Ohio Sierra Club

131 North High Street, Suite 605
Columbus, OH 43215 614-461-0734

Patricia A. Marida, Chair

Ohio Sierra Club Nuclear Issues Committee
131 North High Street, Suite 605
Columbus, OH 43215 614-461-0734
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Alice Hirt, Co-chair
Don't Waste Michigan
6677 Summitview
Holand, Ml

Derek Coronado

Coordinator, Citizens Environment Alliance of Southwestern Ontario
1950 Ottawa St. Windsor, ON N8Y 1R7

tel. 519-973-1116 fax 519-973-8360
http://www.citizensenvironmentalliance.org/

Kay Cumbow, Member, Education Committee
Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination
c/0 15184 Dudley Road,

Brown City, Ml 48416

John M. LaForge
Co-director Nukewatch
740A Round Lake Road
Luck, Wisconsin 54853
715-472-4185

David A. Kraft, Director

NEIS neis@neis.org

3411 W. Diversey #16

Chicago, IL 60647 (773)342-7650

Ed McArdle, Chair, Conservation Committee,
Michigan Chapter of Sierra Club

109 East Grand River Ave., Lansing, Ml 48906

Theresa McClenaghan,

Executive Director and Counsel,
Canadian Environmental Law Association
130 Spadina Ave. Suite 301

Toronto, ON M5V 2L4

Tel. 416 960 2284 ext. 219
theresa@cela.ca

Kevin Kamps

Radioactive Waste Watchdog

Beyond Nuclear

6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 400

Takoma Park, Maryland 20912

Office: (301) 270-2209 Cell: (240) 462-3216
kevin@beyondnuclear.org
http://www.beyondnuclear.org/

Brennain Lloyd, Northwatch

Box 282, North Bay P1B 8H2

tel 705 497 0373 fax 476 7060
northwatch@onlink.net http://www.northwatch.org/

John Bennett,
Sierra Club Canada
613 291 6888
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Michel Duguay,

Coordonnateur du Mouvement Sortons le Québec du Nucléaire
Québec http://www.sortonsquebecnucleaire.org/index.php
michel.duguay@agel.ulaval.ca (418) 656-3557

Gracia Janes

VP Environment,

Provincial Council of Women of Ontario
gracia.janes@bellnet.ca 905 468 2841

Alfred C. Meyer

Nuclear Consultant

Volunteer with Beyond Nuclear and Physicians for Social Responsibility

alfred.c.meyer@gmail.com

cc. GLRO Staff Lizhu Wang WanglL @windsor.ijc.org; GLRO Staff Mark Burrows,
BurrowsM@windsor.ijc.org; Susan Hedman, EPA Region 5 Administrator

hedman.susan@epa.gov; Michael Goffin, Environment Canada Regional Director mike.goffin@ec.gc.ca;
Dave Dempsey, Senior Policy Adviser, US Section dempseyd@washington.ijc.org; Cindy Warwick,
Engineering Adviser, US Section warwickc@ottawa.ijc.org
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Commission mixte internationale

International Joint Commission t
Canada et Etats-Unis

Canada and United States

May 18, 2012

Ms. Anabel Dwyer

Member, Board of Directors

Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy
866 UN Plaza, Suite 4050

New York, NY 10017-1830 USA

Dear Ms. Dwyer:

Thank you for your letter of October 25, 2011 bringing to the attention of the Commission your
concerns about nuclear issues around the Great Lakes. We appreciate both your letter and the
presentations made by concerned citizens at the town hall meeting held in conjunction with our
biennial Great Lakes Water Quality meeting in Detroit last fall. This letter follows up on the
November 1, 2011, acknowledgment to you from our U.S. and Canadian Section Secretaries.

Commissioners appreciate the concerns you have raised. As you point out, the Commission has
in the past studied nuclear energy and waste issues in the Great Lakes basin and has made
recommendations to governments. The Commission reviewed nuclear issues in the Great Lakes
in the context of its biennial report cycle (see for examples see the Commission’s Ninth, Tenth
and Eleventh Biennial Reports on Great Lakes Water Quality). In our 1997 publication “The 1IJC
in the 21 Century,” the Commission identified a number of nuclear issues for which the
Canadian and U.S. governments might consider issuing a reference to the Commission, under the
Boundary Waters Treaty. A reference requires the Commission to examine and report on
questions and concerns shared by the governments or matters of difference arising between them.
Governments have not issued such a reference to the Commission.

The Commission was briefed on April 24, 2012, by both the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission on nuclear energy and waste issues
in the Great Lakes region. In addition, we heard from a representative of the Union of
Concerned Scientists.

In the absence of a specific reference from governments, the Commission will not be taking
action on the matter of nuclear facilities and nuclear waste storage in the Great Lakes Basin at

this time.
www.ijc.org
234 Laurier Avenue W., Hpnd Floor, Ottawa, ON K1P 6K6 2000 L St. NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20036
Phone: (613) 995-2984 Fax: (613) 993-5583 Phone: (202) 736-9000 Fax: (202) 632-2006

commission@ottawa.ijc.org commission@washington.ijc.org




We thank you for your interest in the health of the Great Lakes ecosystem. We appreciate you
bringing your concerns and recommendations to the Commission.

Sincerely,
Lana Pollack Joseph Comuzzi
Chair Chair

US Section Canadian Section




To: Commissioner Lana Pollack, United States Co-Chair
2000 L Street NW Ste #615, Washington, D.C. 20440

Commissioner Joseph Comuzzi, Canadian Co-Chair
234 Laurier Ave. West, 22th Floor, Ottawa, ON K1P 6K6

The International Joint Commission on Great Lakes Water Quality
Date: October 25, 2011

Re:  Special Report on Nuclear Issues needed as part of the new Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement (GLWQA), and a new 1JC Nuclear Task Force to produce such a report.

We request a meeting to discuss the content of a Special Report on Nuclear Issues and the
mandate of a new 1JC Nuclear Task Force.

The 1JC understands from its earlier Nuclear Task Force reports and numerous studies that

radioactive forms of toxic chemicals, from reactors, uranium mines, mills and reprocessing

facilities and accumulated waste, harm and endanger the Great Lakes ecosystem and human
health.

In order to restore and maintain the Great Lakes water quality and because of the very high
impact of accidental or intentional releases, a Nuclear Issues Special Report is needed in the
context of the new GLWQA. We request that the International Joint Commission (1JC) form a
new Nuclear Task Force to write a Nuclear Issues Special Report.

The Nuclear Issues Special Report as part of the new GLWQA would:

1. Summarize existing documentation of presence and sources in the Great Lakes watershed of at
least the radioactive forms of toxic chemicals identified in the 1JC’s 1998 Ninth Biennial Report
section on radioactivity: tritium, carbon-14, iodine-129, isotopes of plutonium and radium-226.

2. Define toxic chemicals for virtual elimination to include specifically but not exclusively
highly dangerous and long-lived radioactive forms.

3. Update exposure standards and assure consistency of monitoring for known bio-hazardous
radionuclides.

4. Integrate the Special Report written by the new Nuclear Task Force directly into the proposed
Science Annex and Annex on Climate Change.

5. Look at existing subsidies and liability related to nuclear industries or corporations in order to
properly assign accountability for known harms and dangers.

We would like to request an appropriate meeting with Commissioners and staff to discuss
implementation of our suggestions. We urge you to include in the new Nuclear Task Force



qualified members independent of nuclear industries and regulatory agencies so that this work
could be accomplished rapidly and effectively.

We are among many groups and individuals that have asked the IJC to recommend to and inform
the governments of the US and Canada that it is inappropriate to transport radioactive waste from
decommissioned reactors or spent fuel on the Great Lakes or through the St. Lawrence River or
along the shores of these bodies of water.

As a result of long-standing concerns, many of us are involved in efforts to end any further
licenses, permits or subsidies for or from known sources of contamination until
decommissioning, dismantlement, waste and proliferation problems including radiological and
toxicological human and ecological effects are properly addressed and remediated. We have
submitted or will submit written comments for your 2012 Biennial Report but because of the
extreme harms and dangers involved we urge you to take these recommended steps.

Thank you,

Anabel Dwyer, J.D.,

Member, State Bar of Michigan, International Law Section

Member, Board of Directors, Lawyers’” Committee on Nuclear Policy
231 436 5654 anabeldwyer@yahoo.com

Gordon Edwards, Ph.D., President,
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility,
53 Dufferin Road, Hampstead QC, H3X 2X8 Canada.

Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes
P.O. Box 331

Monroe, M1 48161

Michael J. Keegan, Chairperson

Lorraine Rekmans,

Aboriginal Affairs Critic

Green Party of Canada

5631 Owen Street, Osgoode, ON KOA2WO
Lorraine.rekmans@sympatico.ca

Diane D’Arrigo Radioactive Waste Project Director
Nuclear Information and Resource Service

6930 Carroll Ave Suite 340

Takoma Park, MD 20912 USA

dianed@nirs.org www.nirs.org 301 270 6477 x 16

Kay Cumbow, Member, Education Committee
Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination
C/o 15184 Dudley Road,



Brown City, MI 48416

Derek Coronado

Coordinator, Citizens Environment Alliance of Southwestern Ontario
1950 Ottawa St. Windsor, ON N8Y 1R7

tel. 519-973-1116 fax 519-973-8360
www.citizensenvironmentalliance.org

Don't Waste Michigan
6677 Summitview
Holand, Ml

Alice Hirt, Co-chair

John Bennett,
Sierra Club Canada
613 291 6888

Brennain Lloyd, Northwatch

Box 282, North Bay P1B 8H2

tel 705 497 0373 fax 476 7060
northwatch@onlink.net www.northwatch.org

Toledo Coalition for Safe Energy
Terry J. Lodge

316 N. Michigan St., Ste. 520
Toledo, OH 43604-5627

419 255 7552

Theresa A. McClenaghan

Executive Director and Counsel

Canadian Environmental Law Association
130 Spadina Ave. Suite 301

Toronto, ON M5V 214

Tel. 416-960-2284 ext. 219

E-mail theresa@cela.ca

CELA web site www.cela.ca

Patricia A. Marida, Chair

Ohio Sierra Club Nuclear Issues Committee
131 N. High St. Suite 605

Columbus, OH 43215

614-461-0734

marida@wideopenwest.com

John M. LaForge
Co-director



Nukewatch

740A Round Lake Road
Luck, Wisconsin 54853
715-472-4185

David A. Kraft, Director

NEIS

3411 W. Diversey #16

Chicago, IL 60647
(773)342-7650

neis@neis.org

WWW.neis.org

SKYPE address: davekhamburg

Ziggy Kleinau, Binbrook, Ontario, Canada
Member of Great Lakes United

Alfred C. Meyer

Nuclear Consultant

Volunteer with Beyond Nuclear and Physicians for Social Responsibility
alfred.c.meyer@gmail.com

cc. Susan Hedman, EPA Region 5 Administrator hedman.susan@epa.gov

Michael Goffin, Environment Canada Regional Director mike.goffin@ec.gc.ca
Dave Dempsey, Senior Policy Adviser, US Section dempseyd@washington.ijc.org
Cindy Warwick, Engineering Adviser, US Section warwickc@ottawa.ijc.org



Re: Nuclear Issues

To: The International Joint Commission on Great Lakes Water Quality
2009 Biennial Meeting Public Forum and Dialogue
10:00 AM Thursday, October 8, 2009
Chrysler Theatre, The St. Clair Centre for the Arts, Windsor, Ontario

Clean, appropriate energy supply technologies

The 1JC’s 2002 11" Biennial Report is the most recent to address “nuclear issues”
(Sec. 12, “Further Matters of Importance”). It notes problems that were raised regarding
metallurgical fatigue, waste discharges and waste storage in fast-track nuclear plant
license renewals and concludes: “Despite the above very real concerns, nuclear power
can eliminate the need for fossil fuel generation and the increase in air-borne
contaminants that would result.”

This conclusion is based on a false dichotomy. The choice you presented either
denies unsolved and highly dangerous problems of the nuclear system or is presented as a
dilemma, a choice between the devil and the deep blue sea. The major problems of
climate change due to alarming CO; levels and of the nuclear system (dangers and costs
of nuclear waste, contamination and proliferation) are human-induced and must be solved
together. While these problems are global, what we accomplish in the Great Lakes basin
can go a long way in facing the realities and dangers. We have and can develop choices
in clean, appropriate energy supply technologies (c.f. “Carbon-Free and Nuclear-Free: A
Roadmap for US Energy Policy,” Dr. Arjun Makhijani, IEER, 2008). In addition,
contrary to your statement, the nuclear fuel chain involves production of air-borne
contaminants including CO, every step of the way.

Restoration and preservation of the Great Lakes Water Quality according to the
Agreement must take into account all toxic chemicals.

You have in the past recognized that your definition of toxic chemicals includes
their radioactive forms. Ten years ago the Nuclear Task Force partially completed work
based on your recommendations. For example, in the 1JC’s 1998 Ninth Biennial Report
section on radioactivity you recommended the following:

1. Governments comprehensively review all monitoring at nuclear facilities in the

Great Lakes Basin with a view to making the monitoring more accommaodating to

the needs of the Agreement.

2. Governments monitor toxic chemicals used in large quantities at nuclear power

plants, identify radioactive forms of toxic chemicals and analyze their impact on

the Great Lakes ecosystem.

3. Governments investigate and report toxicological and ecological problems

associated with tritium, carbon-14, iodine-129, isotopes of plutonium and radium-

226.

The U.S. response in 1998, claimed that adequate monitoring and exposure
assumptions and standards were in place and that the waste problems especially of high-
level waste would be solved by now. Neither is the case.



The 1JC should this year make the following recommendations and take the
appropriate steps to ensure that they are carried through:

1. Standards of exposure to and monitoring of radionuclides must replace the
“Reference Man” standard and be updated to all of humanity (e.g. specific to a
growing fetus, children, the elderly, women and those with compromised immune
systems), future generations and the ecosystem. These standards should be made
consistently and reported to the public in becquerels.

2. All monitoring and investigation of persistent toxic substances for virtual
elimination necessary for restoration and preservation of the Great Lakes basin
must include at least the radionuclides listed above in your 1998 recommendation.
3. No new licenses, permits or subsidies should be issued for any new reactors,
waste sites or uranium mines until all problems including decommissioning,

waste and proliferation as well as radiological and toxicological human and
ecological effects are properly addressed and remediated.

Thank you,

Anabel Dwyer, J.D., Board of Directors
The Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy
PO Box 1091

Mackinaw City, M1 49701

www.lcnp.org

John LaForge Co-Coordinator
Nukewatch

740A Round Lake Road
Luck, W1 54853
nukewatchl@lakeland.ws

Lorraine Rekmans
Aboriginal Affairs Critic
Green Party of Canada
AMK Greens, PO Box 84,
Cutler, ON POP1B0
sharongm@ontera.net

Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination
8735 Maple Grove Road
Lake, M1 48632-9511

Gordon Edwards, Ph.D., President,

Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility,
PO Box 236, Station "Snowdon",

Montreal QC, H3X 3T4, Canada,
ccnr@web.ca.


http://www.lcnp.org/
mailto:nukewatch1@lakeland.ws
mailto:sharongm@ontera.net
http://web.ca/

Don’t Waste Michigan
Alice Hirt, 6677 Summitview
Holland, MI 49423

Coalition for a Nuclear-Free Great Lakes
Michael J. Keegan
P.O. Box 463 Monroe, M| 48161

S.(Ziggy) Kleinau, Coordinator,
Citizens For Renewable Energy'
462 East Rd., R.R.4,

Lion's Head, ON, NOH 1W0 Canada
519-795-7725 www.cfre.ca

Kevin Kamps, Beyond Nuclear

6930 Carroll Avenue Suite 400

Takoma Park, MD 20912

Tel. 302 270 2209 www.beyondnuclear.org

C. Peter Dougherty, Michigan Peace Team
1516 Jerome St. Lansing, M1 48912
517-484 3178 www.michiganpeaceteam.org

The International Institute of Concern for Public Health

P.O. Box 80523, RPO White Shields, 2300 Lawrence Ave. East
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M1P 475

www.iicph.org

Peace Action of Michigan

195 W. Nine Mile Rd. #208

Ferndale, M1 48220

peaceactmich@sbcglobal.net 248-548-3920

Contact Person: Kelly Farrah, Co-chair (kellyfarrah@hotmail.com

David A. Kraft, Director ,

Nuclear Energy Information Service (NEIS)

3411 W. Diversey, Ste. 16, Chicago, IL 60647 USA
(773)342-7650; -7655 fax neis@neis.org Www.neis.org

Eugene Bourgeois, President
Friends of Bruce
Inverhuron, ON NOG 2T0

Terry Miller, Chairman
Lone Tree Council
Bay City, Ml
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