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Great Lakes/St. Lawrence River ecosystem

IJC will end biennial meetings Iles Hurley resigns

have the biennials extensive coverage, over suppression of
by Jobn jackron given

The InternationalJoint Commission isplan- and just before the meetings the govem

ning to replace its Basinwide biennial meet- ments have felt compelled to offidally re-
-

Qtr quality report
ings with numerous smaller'consultations' spond to the major points of the previous

to be held around the Basin. IJC biennial report. International Joint Commission co-chair

The implications for citizens groups If the commission abandons its biennial Adtle Hurley resigned from the commis-

fighting for a healthy Great Lakes are sig- meetings, a major opportunity for citizens to sion in early September over the watchdog

nificant. The biennial meetings have been voice their concerns will disappear and the

powerful forums for delivering our message governments will be let off the hook from
group's continued suppression ofa report on

the air quality consequences of increased

not only to the commissioners but also to the this biennial accounting for their inactivity. power production in the U.S. Midwest.

public and the governments. The media 
continued-tpage cons nwdnenpaa.

Citizens derail sulfuric acid 2,500 citizens
oppose Michigan

shipments to White Pine mine landfill's PCB plan
by Reg Gilbert
Plans by the Inmet company to begin con- as

by Scott Sederrtrom

A proposal to dump high-level PCB waste
troversial 'acid mining" at the infamous in a Michigan hazardous waste landfill has
White Pine copper mine and smelter in

met a sigroupfi-
gene rated astormofcommunityopposition,

upper peninsula

setback this summer, when the group
cant 

setback
ranging from residents to local governments

-cant
Ogi of the

and U.S. congressional representatives.

Over 2,500 opponents of the proposedfully b ockad(Tro d theors
PeoplenabePeople") successfully blockaded the mine's _

permits attended Aprilandjuly publichear-
add supply trains and forced a temporary ings on them held by Michigan's Depart-
end to the acid shipments

Ile protestalso prompted the U.S.En-

vironntental Protection Agency topromise
i 3:

ment of Environmental Q44ty and the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
'Meycitedieauesrangingfrom threats tothe

an'environmentaland rs"ofthefA-scale
r Great Lakes to an abysmal company aed-

project The current pilot phase of the
in t : 4 dent and compliance history. Despite this,

project, which was granted a state permit

federal in will beM Jam'
' e fL 

?

regulatory officials have indicated their in-
ay and a permitP

allowed to continue without further federal
.'p tention to grant the permits.

6 The facility is located between Detroit
investigation.

Add mining involves collapsing an old

continued on pope

b and Ann Arbor, a few hundred yards from
entinuedon page 11
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... IJC to end biennials
continued from the cover page

The IJC was created in 1909 as a forum
for discussion of disputes between the United
States and Canada over border waters. For
decades the commission concerned itself
with water levels and other arcana.
1. But in the 1970s the IJC was given the
task of monitoring the recently concluded
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement be-
tween Canada and the United States. That
agreement and its later revisions provided a
framework for thinking about Basinwide
pollution problems and steps that could be
taken to remedy them.

In 1986, the citizens of the Great Lakes
Basin called upon the IJC to become an
advocate for the lakes. A Great Lakes United
document from that time, Unfu flledProm-
ises, summarized the voice of citizens articu-
lated at nineteen hearings held throughout
the Great Lakes by GLU that year. It said,
"The public expects the IJC to be more
aggressive and militant in carrying out the
Agreement."

The IJC heard the message from the
public and the message that the scientists
brought to them from the birds, fish, and
wildlife.

The commission effectively began using
two tools to strengthen the voice of human
and nonhuman inhabitants of the Great
Lakes.

One of the tools, the IJC's biennial re-
ports, became passionate documents that
clearly pointed out the urgency of the crisis
in the Great Lakes and drewup road maps to
lead us in new directions aimed at long-term

... Hurley resigns
continuedfrom the coverpage

The report, written by the commission's
International Air Quality Advisoy Board
and signed by its lead Canadian and U.S.
.scientists, predicts that the air quality in
southern Ontario, New Hampshire, and
Vermontwill suffer from the increased quan-
tities of coal likely to be burned in the Mid-
west plants. Coming deregulation will give
them a price advantage over cleaner-burn-
ing gas- and oit-fired plants elsewhere in the
United States.

The report also suggests that changes
would lead to increased emissions of mer-

solutions.
The IJC's other tool was its biennial

meetings, powerful gatherings of Basin citi-
zens in which the commission, the govern-
ments, the polluters, and the wider public
through media coverage heard the concerns
of the basin's residents, activists, and scien-
tists—and their proposals for solutions.

But now the IJC appears to be weaken-
ing its use ofthese two tools that have proven
to be so effective.

The IJC's Eighth Biennial Report quite
rightly criticizes government proposals in all
jurisdictions to "weaken regulatory frame-
works" and "erode funding." But its recom-
mendations call on the governments only to
"identify and review" proposed reductions in
regulations and funding. The report adds
little that is new, repeating its past recom-
mendations. This repetition is an urifoitu-
nate necessity that reflects government
inaction on previous IJC recommendations,
but the report fails to provide any leadership
in moving us forward to new solutions.

Citizen activists from around the Great
Lakes Basin put considerable effort into
preparing their presentation to the commis-
sioners at the IJC's biennial meeting in Du-
luth last year. This presentation included
125 recommendations for moving forward
to protect and restore the Great Lakes B asin.
The IJC's report contained only ten general
recommendations that fail to move us for-
ward. Of maj or concern is that the IJC failed
to move along any further in the past two,
years in helping us to understand how to
develop and implement transition plans to
move us away from a societybased on persis-
tent toxic substances.

cury, which would be a violation ofthe Great
Lakes Water Quality Agreement signed by
the United States and Canada.

Official submission of the report would
likely lead to official action under the U.S.
Clan Air Act. During the runup to the U. S.
presidential election, that in turn might have
political consequences in Pennsylvania and
other coal-producing states.

Hurley, a founder of the Canadian Coa-
lition on Acid Rain, leads the Canadian half
of the six-seat commission. According to
the Toronto Globe and Mail, Canadian com-
missioner Frank Murphy sided with the
U.S. members of the commission in voting
to suppress the report. Murphy is a

Doug Draper, an environmental reporter
at the St. Catherines Standardwho has been
covering Great Lakes issues ' for the past
sixteen years, concluded that the "IJC report
on Great Lakes is gutless stuff' and that the
"watchdog wimps out."

Now the IJC has decided to toss out the.
other tool that has proven so powerful over
the past decade—its biennial meetings.
While the proposed roving consultation fo-
rums are potentially valuable additional op-
portunities for public input, a series ofsmaller
meetings cannot replace the unique gather-
ing that the biennial meetings have become:
These meetings provided the opportunity
for thousands of citizens from all parts of the
Basin to gather, to develop a broad, Basin-
wide understanding ofour shared problems,
and to search together, for solutions to the
problems. They have become a unique
opportunity for the commission, all govern-
ments in the Basin, and the polluters to hear
the passion and the reason of the concerned
residents of the Great Lakes. The replace-
ment of the biennial meetings eliminates
this important opportunity.
A speaker from Save the River at our

hearing in Kingston ten years ago articulated
the challenge to the IJC stated by so many
others at the hearings we held around the
lakes that year:

The choice is to accept the responsibility that
is squarely on them to take concrete measures
to deal with this problem, or to go down in
history as a small group of indifferent bu-
reaucrats who, through'their lack ofleader-
ship and commitment, stood idly by and
witnessed the death ofa magnificent ecosys-
tem, and failed to protect the lives and
health of millions of innocent people.

We repeat our call of a decade ago for the
InternationalJointCommission to be aleader
and an advocate for the Great Lakes. Ten
years ago, the commissioners successfully
rose to the challenge. For the sake of the
Great Lakes Basin and'all its inhabitants we
urge the current commissioners to do the
same.

Vancouver lawyerwith no previous environ-
mental but substantial Liberal political ex-
perience.

According to theGlobe, Hurleyattempted
to have the government remove Murphy
from the commission, but it refused to act.
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Plunder in Michigan gas development
J Hans Yost
Michigan Land Use Institute
Profitable natural gas extraction can be sen-
sitive to surrounding communities and the
environment. Unfortunately, plunder rather
than sensitivity is the better description of
natural gas development in Michigan.

Northern Michigan hosts the most in-
tensive natural gas extraction in the United
States. Since 1989 more than 5,500 wells
have been drilled into the Antrim Shale
geological formation, a fifty-mile-wide
arc ofgas-rich rock thatstretches across
northern Michigan's lower peninsula
from Lake Huron to Lake Michigan.

The drilling has centered on the
watersheds of the area's cleanest and
wildest rivers. Antrim wells are tied
together by an elaborate infrastructure
ofpipelines, compression stations, and
access roads that now sprawl over
500,000 acres. These installations pen-
etrate vast stretches of public forest
once reachable only by foot. This
massive industrial development in the
heart of Michigan's North Woods is
threatening waterways with sedimen-
tation, fragmenting the surrounding
forest, harming the tourism economy,
and lowering property values.

Lack of enforcement

The unfettered development, a result
of antiquated rules, exemptions from
local ordinances, and generous state
and federal subsidies, has reaped im-
mense profits for the oil and gas in-
dustry at the expense of public lands.

Recent budget cutbacks have crippl
the state agency charged with overseeing
and gas development. In the past deca
the state's Geological Survey Division
lost sixty-five employees, more than halft
staff. The cutbacks have seriously and
mined the state's ability to enforce the
In 1994, for example, field staffwere able
meet only 18 percent of their goal for
inspections.

Citizen action

The inability or unwillingness of cons
lion officials to act means that citizens m
lead. In the early 1970s, courageous pas

h

pub

advocates fought a successful battle over oil
development in the Pigeon River State For-
est because they could not bear to watch the
state shirkits responsibility. Together with
former state Department of Natural Re-
sources employees, the citizens filed suit
against the oil industry to protect one of the
few remaining wilderness areas in the state.

In a sweeping decision, the Michigan
Supreme Court prevented exploratory wells
from being drilled in parts of the Pigeon

miles without coming into contact with in-
dustrial development.
A more recent case study begins in 1992.

At the height of the Antrim gas drilling
frenzy, three citizens' groups sued to protect
forests and trout streams in the development
zones. After a long legal battle that cost the
conservation groups over f 100,000, the court
ruled that oil and gas developers must bore
underneath streams when laying pipelines.
The court also required that there be eighty

rather than forty acres between wells.
These lawsuits achieved needed

policy changes that have resulted in a
lasting benefit for state resources, and
they were pursued by ordinary people
who simply cared about land.

Glaringly missing from both cues
was support from the very agency,
Michigan's DepartmentofNatural Re-
sources, charged bylaw to "protect and
conserve" the state's natural resources.

Michigan Energy Reform Coalition

With citizens groups facing limited
resources and the enfeebled state regu-
latory agencies continuing to sh irk their
responsibility, by the m d-1990 it was
necessary to come up with a more ef-
fective response to the problems posed
by Michigan s massive gas-develop-
ment activity.

° The Michigan Energy Reform Coa-
lition was the answer. Established in

! the spring of 1995, MERC is a state-
wide alliance of fourteen citizens' groups

Michigan iOJagoCounty,1995. aArnsive oil andgas and five townships seeking toerplarasion roadbr,'1d'ng e. 1yda guf mtecaysu . 
strengthen oversight of the oil and gas

ed River area because theywould cause industry and reduce the environmental
oil "unquantifiabledamage.* The Pigeon damage caused by drilling.
de, River ruling led to a special hydrocarbon MERC conducts research, sponsors pub-
as development plan that allowed drilling in lic meetings, publishes vital information,
he less than a third of the 98,000-acre wilder- assists local governments andpropertyown-
er- ness area. The plan restricted the number of ers, and advocates more careful practices in

law. drillingpadsbyrequiringduectiona]drilling the production of the state's oil and gas
to (drilling at a slant to reach sites not directly resources. These efforts am buildinga record

well under the drilling machinery), and mini- ofvaluableachievements:
mized the number ofroads and pipelines cut 4 After MERC disclosed a state subsidy
into the result. costing taxpayers S12 million in lost toy-

- 

a resultof this careful planning, the alties, the Department of Natural Re-

zest where elk, bobcat, and bear
erva-' Pigeon RivvererState Forest still a place 

can roam in 
sources cancelled two auctions ofleasing

 abundance, and where hikers can trek 
rights on 

for g 
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. Mite-Pine
continuedfrom the coverpage

mine, pumping millions ofgallons ofsulfu-

ric acid into it, waiting for the acid to leach

the desired mineral from the interior mine

debris, suctioning out and processing the
mineral-rich slush, then reinjecting the acid

for permanent storage in the mine.

White Pine catastrophe

Located five miles from Lake Superior, ad-
jacent to the Mineral River near Ontonagon,
Michigan, the White Pine mine smelter
was shut down in 1994 by environmental
lawsuits for gloss violations ofthe C1eanAir
Act. The owners left an eleven-square-mile
metallic sulfide waste dump on the shores of
the Mineral River, which flows into Lake
Superior. ,

Toronto-based Inmet has stockpiled an
unknown quantity ofsulfuric acid at the site,
and is already pumping it into the mine.
The company's full-scale mining plan in-
volves injecting an astonishing 11 billion
gallons .of sulfuric acid solution into the
eleven-square-mile underground caverns of
the mine. The long-term environmental
effects would,be catastrophic. .

Lake Superior citizen activist Walter
Bresette, former chair of the Indigenous
Subcommittee of EPA's National Environ-
mental Justice Advisory Council, declared
in a July call-to-action letter, ".Fifty ,years

... gas development
continued from the previous page

rights on hundreds of thousands of acres
of public land and rescinded the policy.

rs MERC was instrumental in convincing
Terra Energy, the state's largest "natural
gas producer, to withdraw its applica-
tions to drill what would have been the
first wells in the Jordan River Valley.
This valley, with its thickly forested hills
surrounding the picturesque Jordan River,
is seen by thousands as one of the crown
jewels of, the Midwest. Protected since
the mid-1970s under a special state man-
agement plan, the valleyplays a critical
role in the region's tourist economy.
MERC now is working to permanently
protect the 22,000-acre wilderness area
from oil and gas development.

4 MERC's organizing has brought oil and

Citizen campaign

Bresette resigned in protest from the advi-
sory council in early July, and initiated a
citizen campaign against the White Pine
mining operation.

Anishinabe Ogitchida began holding
spiritual ceremonies on Wisconsin Central
Railroad tracks in the Bad River reservation
near Ashland, Wisconsin, in late July to
prevent transport of sulfuric acid to the
mine., The tracks are the only railroad link
to the White Pine mine.

The action resulted in a month of nego-
tiations between the activists, the Bad River
tribal government, and railroad officials, .
ending in an agreement to temporarily end
shipments of sulfuric acid through the res-
ervation until safety issues are resolved.

Activists are also seeking federal and 
.state investigations of the proposal and filler
environmental assessment ofthe long-term
consequences of permitting the acid-min-
ing operation. Meanwhile Inmet is free to

t' th If difrom now, if nothing is done now, acid and _con tnue operating a mine. scussions

chloride-laced brine will begin flowing into drag on too long, mine officials are likely to

the Mineral River. One hundred years from Plan alternative methods of getting acid.

f Further information is available on thenow the Mineral River and many acres o 
Lake Superior will not support life. One Internet's Worldwide Web at http://www:

hundred and fifty years from now—seven menominee.com/a-one/mccombs/, or by

generations Our great, great,.great, great, contacting Walter Bresette at the Lake Su-

great grandchildren will wonder what we PeriorEllliance, (715) 779-5071, fax: -3465,

were thinking when the acid spigot was bresetteCaNwin.bright.net.

turned-on in the summer of 1996."

gas issues to a high level of visibility
among.policymakers. Fourbillsarepend-
ing in the state legislature to give local
governments authority to oversee energy
exploration and production. Two more
bills would give landowners who do not
own their mineral rights more control
over the use of their property.

Hydrocarbon development plans

MERC's long-term goal is to protect
Michigan's rivers, lakes, and streams by re-
quiring the writing of plans based on the
Pigeon River model before new wells are
drilled in sensitive watersheds. Such "hy-
drocarbon development plans" would be re-
viewed and approved by a balanced
committee of citizens, industry representa-
tives, local governments, and state agency
staff responsible for safeguarding forests,
land, wildlife, fisheries, and water.

The idea of hydrocarbon-development
plans is based on the premise that oil and gas
production. can exist in sensitive watersheds
without harming the resource or the charac
ter of the area—if it is carried out carefully.
The state has allowed Michigan's North
Woods to be riddled with wells and frag-
mented by roads- and pipelines, without
properplanningorpubhcpartidpation. This
was a tragedythat could have been prevented
without significantly reducing production
or profitability. Requiring hydrocarbon de-
velopment plans will simply bring a badly
needed balance to oil and gas development.

For more information, contacttheMichi-
gan Energy Reform Coalition, P.O. Box
228, Benzonia, Michigan, 49616, (616) 882-
0063, mlui@traverse.com.

Hans Voss is associate director of the Michigan
Land Use Institute.
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mine, pumping millions of gallons of sulfu­
ric acid into it, waiting for the acid to leach 
the desired mineral from the interior mine 
debris, suctioning ou,t and processing the 
mineral-rich slush, then reinjecting the acid 
for permanent storage in the mine. 

White Pine catastrophe 

Located five miles from Lake Superior, ad­
jacent to the Mineral River near Ontonagon, 
Michigan, the White Pine mine smelter 
was shut down in 1994 by environmental . 
[awsuits for gross violations of the Clean Air 
Act. The owners left an eleven-square-mile 
metallic sulfide waste dump on the shores of 
the Mineral River, which flows into Lake 
Superior. _' 

Toronto-based lnmet has stockpiled an 
unknown quantity of sulfuric acid at the site, 
and is already pumping it into the mine. 
The company's full-scale mining plan in­
volves injecting an astonishing 11 billion 
gallons of sulfuric acid solution into the 
eleven-square-mile underground caverns of 
the' mine. The long-term environmental 
effects wouldbe catastrophic. . 

Lake Superior citizen activist Walter 
Bresette, former chair of the Indigenous 
Subcommittee of EPA's National Environ­
mental Justice Advisory Council, declared 
in a July call-to-action letter, ".Fiftyyears 
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rights on hundreds of thousands of acres 
of public land and rescinded the policy. 

'~ MERC was instrumental in convincing 
Terra Energy, the state's largest natural 

. gas producer, to withdraw its applica­
tions to drill what would have been the 
first wells in the Jordan River Valley. 
This valley, with its thickly forested hills 
surroundingthepicturesqueJordanRiver, 
is seen by thousands as one of the crown 
jewels of the Midwest. Protected since 
the mid:' 1970s under a special state man­
agement plan, the valley plays a critical 
role in the region's tourist economy. 

, . MERC now is working to peimanendy 
protect the 2~,000-acre wilderness area / 
from oil and gas development. . 

~ MERC's organizing has brought oil and 
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from now, if nothing is done now, acid and 
chloride-laced brine will begin flowing in to . 
the Mineral River. One hundred years from 
now the Mineral River and many acres of 
Lake Superior will not support life. One 
hundred and fifty years from noVir-seven 
generations~our great, ireat,great~ great, 
great grandchil4ren will wonder what we 
were thinking when the acid spigot was 

. turned on in the summer of 1996." 

Citizen campaign 

Bresette resigned in protest from the advi­
sory council in early July and initiated a 
citiren campaign against the White Pine 
mining operation. 

Anishinabe Ogitchida began holding, 
spiritual ceremonies on Wisconsin Central 
Railroad tracks in the Bad River reservation 
near Ashland, Wisconsin, in late July to 
prevent'transport of sulfuric acid to the 
mine., The tracks are the only railroad link 

. to the White Pine ~ine. 
The action resulted in a month of nego­

tiations between the activists, the Bad River 
tribalgovermpent, and railroad officials, 
ending in an agreement to temporarily end 
shipments of sulfuric acid thtoughthe res­
ervation until safety issues are resolved. . -

Activists are also seeking federal and 
,state investigations of the proposal and fuller 
environmental assessment of the long-term 
consequences of permitting the acid-min­
ing operation. Meanwhile lnmet is free to 
continue operating the mine. If discussions 
drag on too long, mine officials are likely to 
plan alternative methods of getting acid. 

Further information is available on the 
Internet's Worldwide Web at http://www: 
menominee.comla-one/mccombs/, or by 
contactiI,lg Walter Bresette at the Lake Su­
perior Alliance, (715) 779-5071, fax: -3465, 
bresette@win.bright.net. ' 

gas issues to a high level of visibility !he idea of hydrocarbon development 
amongpolicymakers. Four bills arepend- plans is bases! on the premise that oil and gas 

, ing in the state legislature to give local production can exist in sensitive watersheds 
governments authoritY to oversee energy without harming the resource or the charac-' 
exploration and production. Two more ter of the area~ifit is carried out carefully. 
bills would give landowners who do not' The. state has allowed Michigan's North 
own their mineral rights more control Woods to be riddled' with wells and frag­
over the use of their property. mented by roads and pipelines, without 

. properplanningotpublicparticipation. This Hydrocarbon development plans 
was a tragedy that could have been prevented 

MERC's long-term goal is to protect without significandy reducing production 
Michigan's rivers, lakes; and streams byre- orprofitab~ty. Requiringhydrocarbonde­
quiring the writing of plans ba~ed on the velopment plans will simply bring a badly 
Pigeon River model before new wells are needed balance to oil and gas development. 
drilled in sensitive watersheds. Such "hy-' ,Formoreinformation,contacttheMichi­
drocarbondevelopmentplans"wouldbere- gan Energy Reform Coalition, P.O. Box 
viewed and approved by a balanced 228, Benzonia, Michigan, 49616,(616) 882-
committee cjf citizens, industry representa- 0063, mlui@traver~e.com. 
tives, local governments, and state agency . 

Hans Voss is associate director of the Michigan 
staff responsible for· safeguarding forests, Land Use Institute. 
land, wildlife,fisheries, and water. 
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"Lost in an aspen'  monoculture"
by K. Cash Luck
One ofthe methods thatI use to find myway
through the woods without getting lost is to
carefully note various tree species and relate
them to their diverse place in the develop=
ment of a young or older

' 
forest. In other

words, I relate them to the point they are in
the succession from a young to a climax or
old forest. This perception makes each area
recognizably different from another. To
relate this concept to city people who
may only see green when they enter
a forest, I might explain it simply as
"a diverse forest posts its own street
signs.
, LastAugust, on a heavily clouded
day, I decided to explore a ten-to
fifteen year-old aspen monoculture
to see ifthe forester's claims ofdiver-
sity were valid.

The millions of 1.5-inch aspen
were fifteen feet tall and six inches
apart. I noted the sun was over my
right shoulder. I managed to enter
by following the openings made by
fallen "seed trees." I proceeded to
search for tree species other than
aspen. I observed only three or four
sticks of oak and maple per acre. NoI
ther tree species had survived the

clearcut. These oak and maple were
only two feet high, while the tower-
ing aspen were fifteen feet high.
Knowing oak and maple are shade tolerant,
I initially had hope they would grow over a

period of fifty to sixty years, begin to reseed
-themselves and in a hundred and fifty years
or so regenerate the biodiversity that once
existed before the clearcut.

Then my hopes dimmed as I recalled the
plan to come back and recut the aspen in
fortyyears. Clearly on the next cut these few
shade-tolerant species would not have had
enough time to produce an acorn or a seed to
regenerate itself or provide food for wildlife.
The diversity of the forest would not recover
even in fifteen years, perhaps never, not in
eons. There is not enough time planned
between logging cycles for oaks, maples, or

other tree species to catch up.
I searched onward on my broken path of

seed trees, and noted the understory. It ture is the "mining" of calcium, potassium,
seemed broken, not the "right" species and and_magnesium from the soil of 71 percent
not at all what I'm used to. Will this change of the acres cited for cutting. It was entirely
in understory negatively affect soil nutrients possible that when this monoculture was cut
and also change the food.source of the her= it would. not regrow, and would leave a
bivorous species ? permanently ravaged clear landscape—aru-

As I proceeded to search for more tree ined forest with precious little regrowth, a
species, I realized there were no guides The travesty from our wanton misuse of the land
cold, feeling ofpanic hit me. Itwasallaspen. for financial gain. This could become the
It did not have the diversity, the guideposts landscape, statewide. .

I normally use to find my way. It was a
monoforest. I tried to find the sun; but the
sky was a solid canopy of aspen leaves. I sat
down and told myself, "I'm not lost, the
cabin is lost" and I tried again to find the sun
without success.

As I wandered around (lost) I became
concerned not only for my own safety but I
thought about the regrowth after the next
cutting. I became more concerned. Perhaps
when this monoculture is grown and cut
there will not be a regrowth or perhaps only
a stunted re-growth. This concern arose
from the fact that aspen uses five times the
calcium of a red pine, and here were millions
of aspen. The soil would be depleted.

One of the outstanding impacts of
clearcuts and the resulting aspen monocul-

Fortunately, in what seemed hours, I
found a large enough opening in the canopy
(caused by other fallen "seed trees") to see
the sun. I sighted the sun over my left
shoulder. I headed out of the, monoculture,
squeezing between the aspen prison bars
and was relieved when I found the logging
trail I had left a few hours before. I told
myself that I'd never do this again. I do not
recommend being lost in an aspen monocul-
ture as a life experience.

I did make six solid observations:

4 The aspen monoculture is.truly a monoc-
ulture and is not biodiverse.

19 The understory is being adversely af-
fected by clearcutting.

49 The other species (often shade tolerant)
continued nextpage
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((~ost in an aspen monoculture" 
by K Cash Luck 
One of the methods thatluse to find my way 
through the woods without getting lost is to 
carefully note various tree species and relate 
them to their diverse place in the develop~ 
ment of a young or older forest. -In other 
words, I relate them to the 'point they are in 
the succession from a young to a climax or 
old forest. This perception makes each area 
recognizably different from another. To 

. relate this concept to citypeoplewho 
may only see green when they enter 
a forest, I might explain it simply as 
"a diverse forest posts its own street 
signs." 

LastAugust, on a heavily clouded 
day, I decided to explore a ten-to 
fifteen year-old aspen monoculture 
to see if the forester's claims of diver­
sity were valid. 

seed trees, and noted the understory. It 
seemed broken, not the "right" species and 
not at all what I'm used to. Will this change 
in understory negatively affect soil nutrients 
and also change the food. source of the her':' ' 
bivorous species? " 

As I proceeded to search for more tree 
species, I realized there were no guides. The 
coldfeeling of panic hit me. !twas ill aspen. 
It did not have the diversity, the guideposts 

The millions of 1.5-inch aspen 
were fifteen feet tall andsix inches 
apart. I noted the sun was over my 
right shoulder. I managed to enter 
by following the openings made by 
fallen "seed trees." i proceeded to 
search for tree species other than 
aspen. I observed only three or four 
sticks of oak and maple per acre. No 
other tree species had survived the 
clearcut. These oak and maple were 
only tWo feet high, while the tower­
ing aspen were fifteen feet high. 
Knowing oak and maple are shade tolerant, I normally use to find ~y way. It was a 
I initially had hope they would grow over a monoforest. I tried to find the sun, but the 
period of fifty to sixty years, begin to reseed sky was a solid canopy of aspen leaves. I sat 

"themselves and in a hundred and fifty years down and told myself, "I'm not lost, the 
or so regenerate the biodiversity that once cabin is lost" and I tried again to fmd the sun 
existed before the clearcut. without success. 
< Then my hopes dimmed as I recalled the As I wandered around (lost) I became 

, ture is the "mining" of calcium, potassium" 
and magnesium from the soil of 71 percent 
of the acres cited for cutting. It was entirely 
possible that when this mono culture was cut 
it would not regrow, and would leave a 
permanently ravaged clear lands cap e-a ru­
ined forest with precious little regrowth, a 
travesty from oUf wanton misuse of the land 
for financial gain. This could become the 
landscape, statewide. 

Fortunately, in what seemed hours, I 
found a large enough opening in the canopy 
(caused by other fallen "seed trees") to see 
the sun. I sighted the sun over my left 
shoulder. I headed out of themonoculture, 
squeezing between the aspen prison' bars 
and was relieved when I found the logging 
trail I had left a few hours before. I told 
myself that I'd neverdo this again. I do nQt 
recommend being lost in an aspen monocul~ 
ture as a life experience, 

I did make six solid observations: 

~ The aspen monoculture is truly a monoc-
ultute and is not biodiverse. 

plan to come back and recut the aspen in concerned not only for my own safety but I 
fortyyears. Clearly on the next cut these few thought about the regrowth after the next 
shade-tolerant species would not have had cutting. Ibecamemoreconcernd. Perhaps 
enough time to produce an acornor aseed to when this monoculture is grown and cut 
regenerate itself or provide food for wildlife. there will not be a regrowth or perhaps only 
The diversity of the forest would not recover a stunted re-growth. This concern arose 
even in fifteen years, perhaps never, not in trom the fact that aspen uses five times the 
eons. There is not enough time planned ' calcium of a red pine, and here were millions 
between logging cycles for oaks, maples, or of aspen. The soil would be depleted. 
other tree species to catch up. One of the outstanding impacts of ~ 

I searched onward on my broken path of clearcuts and the resulting aspen monocul-

~ The understory is being adversely af-· 
fected by clearcutting. 
The other species (often shade tolerant) 
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Lake  trout self sust ° flil H.Lg M* parts of Superior
by David Mahonyvide an average yield equal to that attained trout, and commercial fishermen sent mil-

Lake trout has apparently become self-sus- lions of them to restaurants and packing

taining in the Lake Superior, a major victory Lake trout restoration efforts began in houses annually, supplying the region •and

Lake Superior in the 1950s—coincident in the stru ggle to repopulate the Great Lakes the world with some of its best fish.

with indigenous species threatened by over= In the middle part of this century, how-

fishing-and exotic species such as the sea managers spread their efforts to the other ever, the species experienced the unthink-

lamprey. able: near extirpation in the Great Lakes.

As a result, state, federal, provincial, and Overfishing .and sea lamprey predation

tribal management authorities have decided caused such devastation to lake trout stocks

to eliminate stocking of federally reared lake that harvesting in the Great Lakes fell from

trout.in the area of the lake extending from about 17 million pounds annually to almost

Wisconsin's Apostle Islands eastward to nothing. The lake trout, once the king of the

Grand Marias, Michigan. Great Lakes fishery, fell so quickly in num-

A number ofareas bers that many

in Ontario waters q u e s t i o n e d

have also shown im- whether the spe-

provements in lake cies, let alone the

trout populations fishery, could sur-

such that stockinghas
been reduced to about
a third of what it was
in the 1980s.

Currently, Lake
Superior is the only
lake to host:self--sus-
taining lake trout
populations. Accord-
ing to a recent reportby Michael Hansen of

the National Biological Service, in some

areas of Lake Superior populations are up to
80 percent of the levels existing before the

sea-lamprey invaded and lake trout popula-

tions crashed.
The ultimate goal of the Lake Superior

Committee, as reported in the 1990 Lake
Superior fish community objectives; is to

"restore self-sustaining stocks that can pro-

during 1929-1943."

the beginning of sea lamprey contro

gan and Minnesota, and more recently the
Keweenaw Bay.Tribe, have been trying to
increase lake trout populations through

stocking. The Great Lakes Fishery Com-
mission, created by Canada and the United
States, has complimented these efforts by
controlling, sea lampreys and coordinating
fishery research and management on the
binational level.

Naturally existing lake trout once sup-
ported a major commercial and small sport
fishery in the Great Lakes. Anglers came
from far and wide to catch Great Lakes lake

vrve.
"The recovery of .

lake trout in.Lake
Superior is indica-
tive ofwhat is pos-

sible in other
lakes," said Lake
Superior Com-
mittee Chairman

Bill Horns of the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources. "This achievement gives
us renewed hope for ongoing lake trout
restoration efforts in the lower lakes."

In other areas of Lake Superior, such as
the waters offMinnesota, western Wiscon-
sin, and lower Keweenaw Bay, stocking will 
continue because natural reproduction has
not yet taken hold at a level that would likely
allow self-sustainability.

... "lost in an aspen monoculture
continued from the previous page

found inside the monoculture will not

have time to mature before they are again
recut.

rg The basis ofour ecosystem is found in the
soil: Our forests are being mined by this
"natural" tree farm plan for cut and recut
of the fast-growing aspen. Due to. soil
loss, I foresee a state of ecological ruin.

4 The "seed tree" method of clearcut is
valuable not for regrowth of its species,

but it is helpful in allowing a person'lost
in a monoculture to see the sun through
the canopy and find .a way out!
When, exploring monocultures, either
only study the perimeter, or take a com-
pass along, because there is no biodiversity
to guide your way.

Please work to stop the massive
clearcutting of Minnesota forests. The as-
pen monoculture will not provide the

biodiversity necessary for wildlife. Soil will
be mined, and plans for diverse regrowth are
naive without massive and expensive inputs.

Cash Luck, a teacher, advocate, and writer for
s usta inableforests, lives in St. L o u is Pa rk, Min-
nesota, andnearRemer, Minnesota, on Thun-
der Lake. ~ This article was reprinted from the
summer 1995 issue of Community Connec-
tions, a•newsletter of the Minnesota Project.
The group can be reached at (612) 645-1262.
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, Lake trout self-sustaining in parts of Superior 
by David Mahony . 
Lake trout has apparently become self-sus­
taining in the Lake Superior, a major victory 
in: the struggle to repopulate the Great Lakes 
with indigenous species threatened by over­
fishing' and exotic species such as the sea 
lamprey. " 

As a result, state, federal, provincial, and 
tribal management authorities have decided 
to elimin:a te stocking of federally reared lake 
troutjn the area of the lake extending from 
Wisconsin's Apostle Islands eastward to 
Grand Marias, Michigan. . 

. A number of areas 
in Ontario waters 
have also shown im­
provements in lake 
trout populations­
such that stocking has 
been reduced to about 
a third of what it was 
in the 1980s. 

Currently, Lake' 
Superior is the only 
lake to host ,self-sus­
taining lake trout 
populations.' Accord­
ing to a recent reportby Michael Hansen of 
the National Biological Senjce, in some 
areas of Lake Superior populations are up to 
80 percent of the levels existing before the 
sea'lamprey invaded and lake trout popula­
tions crashed. 

The ultimate goal of the Lake Superior 
Committee, as reported in the 1990 Lake 

, Superior fish ~ommunity objectives; is to 
"restore self-sustaining stocks that can pro-

vide an average yield equal to that attained trout, a~d commercial fishermen sent mil­
during 1929-1943." lions of them to restaurants and packing 

Lake trout restoration efforts began in houses annually, supplying the region ,and 
Lake Superior in the 1950s-coincidentwith the world with some ofits best fish. 
the beginning of sea lamprJY control-and In the middle part of this century, how,,; 
managers spread their. efforts to the other ever, the species experienced the unthink­
Great Lakes during the ensuing decades. able: near extirpation in the Great Lakes. 
Since the 1950s, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Overfishing .and sea lamprey predation 
Service, the Ontario Ministry of Natural caused such devastation to lake trout-stocks 
Resources, the states of Wisconsin, Michi- , that hanlesting in ~he Great Lakes fell from 
gan and Minnesota, and more recently the about 17 million pounds annually to almost 
Keweenaw Bay Tribe, have been trying to nothing. Thcdaketrout, once the king of the 

. increase, lake trout populations through Great Lakes fishery, fell so quickly in num-
') bers that many 

stocking. The Great Lakes Fishery Com­
mission, created by Canada and the United 
States, has complimented these efforts by 
controlling sea lampreys and coordinating 
fishery research and management on the 
binational leveL 

Naturally existing lake trout once sup­
ported a major commercial and small sport 
fishery in the Great Lakes, Anglers came 
from far and wide to catch Great Lakes lake 

questioned 
whether the sp.e­
cies, let alone the 
fishery, could sur- -
Vlve. 

"The recovery of 
, lake trout inLake 
Superior is indica­
tive ofwhat is pos': 
sible in other 
lakes," said Lake 
Superior Com­
mittee Chairman 

Bill Horns of the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources. "This achievement gives 
us renewed hope for ongoing lake trout 
restoratiQn efforts in the lowedakes." 

In other areas of Lake Superior, such as 
the waters offMirmesota, western Wiscon­
sin, and lower Keweenaw Bay, stocking will 
continue because natural reproduction has 
not yet taken hold at a level that would likely 
allow self-sustainability. ' 

- "1· ", 1 " . .. . ostln an aspen, monocu ture 
continued from the previous page 

found inside the monoculture will not 
have time to mature before they are again 
recut. 

~ The basis of our ecosystem is found in the 
soil: Our forests are being mined by this 
"natural" tree farm plan for cut and recut 
of the fast-growing aspen. Due to soil 
loss, I foresee a state of ecological ruin. 

j§) The "seed tree" method of clear cut is 
valuable not for regrowth of its species, 
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but it is helpwl in allowing a person lost biodiversity necessary for wildlife. Soil will 
in a monoculture to .see the sun through be mined, and plans for diverse regrowth are 
the canopy and find a way out! naive without massive andexpensive inputs. 

~ When _ exploring monocultures, either 
only study the perimeter, oi'take a com _ Cash Luck, a teacher, advocate, and writer for 

. b ' sustainablelOrests, lives in St.Louis, Park,Min-
pass along, ecause there is no biodiversity :r 

nesota, andnear Remer, Minnesota, on Thun­
to guide your way. 

der Lake., This article was reprinted from the 
Please work to stop the massive summer 1995 issueo/CommunityConnec­

clearcutting of Minnesota forests. The as- tions, a, newsletter 0/ the M,nnesota Project .. 
pen monoculture will not provide the The group can be reached at (612) 645-1262. 
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Canada restores funds to control sea 
lamprey

by David Mahony
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Fred
Mifflin announced in August. that Canada
will contribute an annual $C5.1 million this
year and next to the sea lamprey control
efforts of the Great Lakes Fishery Commis-
sion. The announcement reversed last year's
decision to reduce funding to $C3.8 million.

The cut galvanized the Ontario Federa-
tion ofAnglers and Hunters; the
Ontario Fish Producers Asso-
ciation, Great Lakes United and
other groups and citizens into a
months-long effort to restore the
money.

Treaty

In a 1956 treaty Canada and the
United States established the
Great Lakes Fishery Commis-
sion to coordinate fishery re-
search between the two nations
and to develop and implement a
joint sea lamprey control pro-
gram in the Great Lakes.

The treaty funding mecha-
nism provides for the United
States to pay 69 percent of the
lamprey control program,
Canada 31 percent. This ratio toughly coin-
cides with the area of the Great Lakes within
each country's boundaries and the value of
the respective historical fish harvests before
the sea lamprey invasion.

The sea lamprey is a parasitic exotic
species that preys mostly on lake trout (see
accompanying article). Current efforts have
reduced the lamprey population in the Great
Lakes to less than 15 percent of its historic
highs, except in northern Lake Huron.

The animal has its maj or breeding ground
in the St. Mary's River,' around Sault Ste.
Marie. The area produces more sea lamprey
than all ofthe rest of Great Lakes combined.
Fifty percent of Great Lakes trout are show-
ing lamprey wounds; the lamprey have now
begun to go after smaller fish, threatening
the entire fish resource. Stocking has been
scaled back until the problem is under con-
trol. Lake trout restoration in Lakes Huron
is nearly impossible and the lake's fish com-
munity is very unstable.

Success so far

The good news is that the commission is
close to bringing the lamprey under control
in the St. Marys River. The organization has
established state-of-the-art tracking oflam-
prey populations, has implemented effective
treatment ofspawning areas, and is develop-
ing new trapping techniques in partnership

with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
However, continued fimdingofexistinglam-
prey programs and continued research into
alternative control techniques is necessary
for the job to be completed.,

At this summer's Great Lakes United
annual meeting, the GLU Habitat and
Biodiversity Task Force offered a member-
ship resolution calling on the Canadian gov-

ernment to restore its
funding of sea lam-

prey control efforts.
Afrerdiscussionledby
Dwight Ullman of
Michigan United
Conservation Clubs
and Ed Michael of
Trout Unlimited, the
membership passed
the resolution with an
amendmentcallingon
the governments to
increase efforts to re- .
duce reliance on the
use of pesticides for

& controlling the sea
lamprey.

A sea lamprey primer

Sea lamprey are aquatic vertebrates resem-
bling eels', but unlike eels, they feed on large
fish. They can live in both salt and freshwater.
Now found in all the Great Lakes, sea lam-
preys attach to fish with a sucking disk and
sharp teeth. They feed on body fluids, often
scarring and killing host fish.

Sea lampreys were a major cause of the
collapse of lake trout, whitefish , and chub
populations in the Great Lakes during the
1940s and 1950s. These fish were the main-
stay of an important commercial fishery..

Sea lampreys are native to the Atlantic
Ocean but migrated into Lake Ontario. Nia-
gara Falls was a natural barrier to their spread
into the upper Great Lakes,but when the
Welland Canal was constructed in 1829 and
then deepened in the early 1900s, a new route
for sea lampreys was opened. By the late
1930s, they were in all five Great Lakes.

Adult sea lampreys move into gravel areas
of tributary streams during spring and early
summer to build nests and lay eggs before
dying. The sea lamprey larvae are swept
downstream and burrow into sand and silt,
feeding on bottom debris and algae carried to
them by stream currents. This stage can range
from three to as many as seventeen years,
during which the larvae grow to about 15 cm
(6 inches) long.

After the larval life stage, sea lampreys
transform into their parasitic stage and mi-
grate into the Great Lakes. They.spend the
next twleve to twenty months feeding on fish.
Each sea lamprey can kill more than 18 kg (40
pounds) of fish during its lifetime. Adult sea
lampreys grow to an average length of 18'
inches. The total life cycle, from egg to adult
averages approximately seven years, and may
take as long as twenty years.

fall 1996 Great Lakes United 7

· -
BIODIVERSITY & HABITAT PROTECTION TASK FORCE 

Canada restores funds to control sea lamprey 
by David Mahony 
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Fred 
Mifflin announced in August that Canada 
will contribute an annual SC5.1 million this 
year and next to the se~ lamprey control 
efforts of the Great Lakes Fishery Commis­
sion. The announcement reversed last year's, 
decision to reduce funding to $ C3. 8 million. 

The cut galvanized the Ontario Federa­
tionofAnglers and Hunters,'the 
Ontario Fish Producers Asso­
ciation, Great Lakes United and 
other groups and citizens into a 

, months-long effort to restore the 
money. 

Treaty 

I~a 1956 treaty Canada and the 
United States established the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commis­
sion to coordinate fishery re­
search between the two nations 
and to develop and implement a 
joint sea lamprey control pro­
gram in the Great Lakes. , 

The treaty funding mecha­
nism provides for the United 
States to pay 69 percent of the' 
lamprey control prog~am, 
Canada 31 percent. This ratio toughly coin­
cideswith the area of the Great Lakes within 
each country's boundaries and the value of 
the respective historical fish harvests before 
the sea lamprey invasion. 

The sea lamprey is a parasitic exotic 
species that preys mostly on lake trout (see 
accompanying article). Current efforts have 
reduced the lam prey population in the Great 
Lakes to less than 15 percent of its historic' 
highs, except in northern Lake Huron. 

The animal has its major breedingground 
in the St. Mary's River; arou~d Sault Ste. 
'Marie. The area produces more sea lamprey 
than all of the rest of Great Lakes combined. 
Fifty percent of Great Lakes trout are show­
ing lamprey wounds; the lamprey have now 
begun to go after smaller fish, threatening 
the entire fish resource. Stocking has been 
scaled back until the problem is under con­
trol. Lake trout restoration in Lakes Huron 
is nearly impossible and the lake's fish com­
munity is very unstable. 

fall 1996 

Success so far 

The good news is that the 'commission is 
close to bringing the lamprey under control 
in the St. Marys River. The organization has 
established state-of-the-art tracking oflam­
prey populations, has implemented effective 
treatment of spawning areas, and is develop­
ing new trapping techniques in partnership 

with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
However, continued funding of existing lam­
prey programs and continued research into 
alternative control techniques is necessary 
for thejob to be completed., 

At this summer's Great Lakes United 
annual meeting, the GLU Habitat and 
Biodiversity Task Force o~ered a member­
ship resolution calling on the Canadian gov­

ernment to restoreits 
funding of sea lam­
prey control efforts. 
After discussion led by 
Dwight Ullman of 
Michigan United 
Conservation Clubs 
and Ed Michael of 
Trout Unlimited, the 
membership passed 
the resolution with an 
amendment calling on 
the governments to 
increase efforts to re- , 
duce reliance on the 
use of pesticides for 
controlling the sea 
lamprey. 

A sea lamprey primer 
Sea lamprey are aquatic vertebrates resem­
bling eels; but unlike eels, they feed on large 
fish. They can live in both salt and freshwater. 
Now found in all the Great Lakes, sea lam­
preys attach to fish with a sucking disk and 
sharp teeth. They feed on body fluids, often 
scarring and killing host fish. 

Sea lampreys were 'a' major cause of the 
collapse of lake trout, whitefish , and chub 
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The mayfly, an ecosystem canary, recovers
by David Mahony - -
The burrowing mayfly is returning to the
Great Lakes Basin, providing proof of im-
proved Great Lakes water quality. Large
numbers of mayflies have been sighted in
the Bay of Quinte on Lake On-
tario and in Toledo, Ohio, on
Lake Erie.

The mayflydisappeared from
Lake Erie, Green Bay, the Bay
of Quinte, and other areas be-
cause it could not tolerate 'the
low-oxygen conditions caused
by the release of untreated hu-
man waste. One of the chief
indicators ofLake Erie's declared
"death" in the 1960s was the
mayfly's disappearance.

The mayfly belongs to the
order Ephemeropters, so named
after its short adult life. The
insect spends two years as awing-
less juvenile, called a "nymph,"
in the sediment .of the Great
Lakes. The creature then enters
an ugly aquatic crawling phase
before attaining its graceful adult winged
form, about two inches in length with long
tails. At normal densities; the mayfly is an
important element in the aquatic food chain,

including the food chain for game fish.
JackChristie, retired directorofOntario's

Glenora Fisheries Research Station, recalls
newspaper reports of mayfly abundance so
great that piles of dead mayflies under street

lights in Belleville caused a nuisance. And
many shoreline property owners recall may-
fly mating spells involving swarms gathering
on their homes and cottages.

In mid-June, Christie found some sixty
adult mayflies resting on his house. He later
learned that provincial biologist Al Mathers
found "windrows" of cast-off juvenile skins
(left emerged adults) on the surface of the

bay near Indian Point.
Mid-June also saw the sur-

prising report that clouds of
mayflies had swarmed a Toledo
Edison electric substation so en-
thusiastically that they short-
circuited equipment, briefly
browning out ten Ohio coun-
ties.

Heidelberg College's water
quality laboratory in Tiffin,
Ohio, and the National Bio-
logical Service of Ann Arbor,
Michigan, have been taking a
census of mayfly nymphs in
samples of Lake Erie bottom
sediment. According to Heidel-
berg College's Kenneth Krieger,
"The consensus is that through-
out much of the western basin
of Lake Erie, there's a very dra-

matic increase in the abundance of mayflies,
and that's generally a very positive sign that-
cleanup "efforts are working."

Marshes have numerous social benefits
by Amy Chabot
Long Point Bird Observatory
Wetlands are, important ecologically, eco-
nomically, and socially to the health of the
Great Lakes ecosystem and to all those who
live in the Great Lakes Basin. In spite of
their value, wetlands across North America
and the plants and animals inhabiting them
continue to face threats from development
and pollution.

From colonial times until recently, wet-
lands have been regarded largely as nui-
sances. They have been exploited for the
resources that could be extracted from them
and drained for agricultural and residential
development. Less than 47 percent of the
original 221 million acres ofwetland remain

in the contiguous United States and similar
losses have occurred in Canada. In devel-
oped areas of the Great Lakes Basin, two-
thirds of the wetlands have been destroyed
and fewwetlands have escaped the impact of
pollution.
We have only recently begun to realize

that in their natural state, wetlands produce
numerous benefits for society. Wetlands
provide habitat for -many species of fish and
wildlife, including migratory birds and am-
phibians. As-natural regulators of water
flow, wetlands provide a cost-effective means
of flood control by slowing and retaining
water during periods of high runoff. They
also help buffer the impact of storms, reduc-
ing shoreline erosion. By holdingwater and

releasing it slowly, wetlands help to replen-
ish groundwater supplies and offset the ef-
fects of drought. Wetlands also filter out
pollutants and trap sediments in the water,
thus helping to maintain water quality.

One of the goals of the Marsh Monitor-
ing Program is to educate people around the
Basin about the value of marshes. In work-'
ing to meet this goal, MMP staff recently
participated in the annual meeting of the
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, held in
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, in the middle of
the St. Marys River AOC.

The St: Marys River, one of 42 Areas of
Concern in the Great-Lakes, is a-112-kilo-
metre 

112-kilo-
metre connecting channel between Lakes
Superior and Huron that divides Sault Ste.
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inthe contiguous United States and similar 
los~es have occurred in Canada. In devel­
oped areas of the Great Lakes Basin, two­
thirds of the wetlands have been destroyed 
and few wetlands have escaped the impact of 
pollution. 

We have only recently begun to realize 
that in their natural state, wetlands produce 
numerous benefits for society. Wetlands 
provide habitat for many species of fish and 
wildlife, including migratory birds and am-

. phibians. As .. natural regulators of water 
flow, wetlands provide a cost:'effective means 
of flood control by slowing and retaining 
water during periods of high runoff They 
also help buffer the impact of storms, reduc­
ing shoreline erosion. By h?ldingwater and 

releasing it slowly, wetlands help to replen­
ish groundwater supplies and offset the ef~ 
fects of drought. Wetlands also flIter out 
pollutants and trap sediments in the water, 
thus helping to main tain water quality. 

One of the goals of the Marsh Monitor­
ing Program is to educate people around the 
Basin about the value of marshes. In work-' 
ing to meet this goal, MMP staff recently 
participated in the annual meeting of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, held in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, in the middle of 
the St. Marys River AOC. 
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"Takings battles dominate task force' efforts
A serious fight is shaping up over a proposed
Pennsylvania "takings" law, an "attorneygen-
eral review" bill introduced into the Penn-
sylvania Senate as SB 1587. The bill would
prohibit the state from creating, implement-
ing, or enforcing any regulation until the
attorneygeneral assesses it for potential "tak-
ings" of private property. If the assessment
shows that a "taking" is likely, the state must
identify and pay affected property owners.

Unlike other state and federal "takings"
bills, SB 1587 does not define a minimum
threshold oflost value that would contitute
a "taking," making even the most 

be/nign government regulation and
standards subject to payments
legal challenges.

The bill also prevents
the state from denying
or placing conditions
on permits until it per-
forms a "takings assess-
ment. If the assessment
shows that a "taking" is likely,
the permit can be denied or granted
with conditions only if the state pays
the applicant.

. The bill would greatly inhibit state pro-
grams protecting wetlands and high-quality
streams, implementing sewage permitting
and planning, overseeing mine safety, re-
stricting mining in areas unsuitable for it,
and preserving historic sites.

The Senate's Environmental Resources

Marie, Michigan, from Sault Ste. Marie,
Ontario. Remedial Action Plans focusing
on an ecosystem approach (that is, consider-
ing air, land, water, wildlife, and humans as
equally crucial parts of an area's ecology),
have been developed for each of the AOCs.
The St. Marys River RAP is being devel-
oped under the joint leadership of Michigan
and Ontario. The problems faced by this
binational AOC includexestrictions on fish
and wildlife consumption, degradation of
fish and wildlife populations, fish tumors
and other deformities, beach closures, deg-
radation of aesthetics and loss of fish and
wildlife habitat. Of particular concern is the
loss of wetlands and rapids habitat due to

and Energy Committee voted SB 1587 out
of committee by a disappointingly strong 9-
1 vote. However, because the bill was not
voted on before the legislature went into
summer recess, it must go back to commit-
tee before the full legislature can consider it.
Committee hearings on the bill before it is
voted on again will beheld September 19.

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation is the
main organizing group in`Pennsylvania on
the "takings" bill. The Habitat and
Biodiversity Protection Tas Force, which is
working against the bill with the founda-

tion and GLU board member Marty
Visnosky, held a conference call in

Augustwith fifteen citizen groups
to help them organize for the

upcominghearing. The call
gave the groups an op-
portunity to plan strat-
egy as a coalition and

brainstorm on. who else to
involve in the campaign:.
For more information contact

Jan Jarrett of the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation at (717) 234-5550.

Ohio "takings" bill

The task force will also be continuing its
workwith the Ohio Community Protection
Alliance to assist its campaign to defeat a bad
Ohio "takings" bill. The Ohio Senate State
and Local Government Committee met in
May to hear opponent testimony on HB

urban and industrial development.
. As part of the agenda of the federation's

annual meeting; interested naturalists had
the opportunity to participate in a MMP
demonstration and marsh hike at Echo Bay,
one of the area's most spectacular, but now
threatened, marshes. A four-lane'highway
was recentlyplanned thatwould run through
the middle of the marsh. The efforts of Ed
Czerwinski, a member ofthe SaultNatural
ists Club and Marsh Monitoring Program
volunteer, and other concerned citizens re-
sulted in a diversion of the highway around
the edge of the marsh.

Marshes are an important part of Sault
Ste. Marie's community's heritage and the

533, the "Takings Assessment" bill. The
hearing started four hours late, so many that
wanted to testify were unable to do so.
Groups testifying against the, bill included
Rivers Unlimited, Sierra Club, National
Audubon Society, Ohio Environmental
Council, Ohio Planning Conference, and
the Ohio Preservation Alliance.

The committee will probably take the
bill up _again sometime this fall. Those
unable to testify at the May hearing should
get an opportunity then. For more informa-
tion contact the National Audubon Society
at (614) 224-3303.

Upcoming events

The task force will be hosting two forums in
the next few months. One is a forum tenta-
tively planned for the weekend ofNovember
30 on the deregulation of Ontario's forestry
regime and related issues. The forum will
include panel presentations, workshops on
skills needed for public oversight, and a
strategy session. The meeting place will
likely be Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. .

The task force is also planning a post-
U.S. election information sharing and strat-
egy meeting for the weekend of November
23 in Buffalo. We want to gather environ-
mentalists, hunters and anglers, and others
to assess election results and the state of the
anticonservation "wise use" movement, and
to identify areas likely to need the attention
of conservationists in the medium term.

Marsh Monitoring Program provides a good
opportunity to foster citizen commitment
and responsibility for cleaning up this and
other ADCs.

More than 850 Marsh Monitoring Pro-
gram volunteers are now signed up to moni-
tor marshes in Areas of Concern and
elsewhere around the Great Lakes. The
volunteers are helping to protect and restore
the marshes by taking an active role in moni-
toring the biological diversity of marsh birds
and amphibians and in assessing the success
of specific marsh rehabilitation efforts.

For more information on the program,
contact Amy Chabot at (519).586-3531,
fax: -3532, mmp@nornet.on.ca.
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Council, Ohio Planning Conference, and 
the Ohio Preservation Alliance. 

The committee will probably take the 
bill up again sometime this fall. Those 
unable to testify at the May ht;aring shoUld 
get an opportuni ty then. For more informa­
tion contact the National Audubon Society 
at (614) 224-3303. 

Upcoming events 

The task force will be hosting two forums in 
the next few months. One is a forum tenta­
tively planned for the weekend ofNovember 

.30 on the deregUlation of Ontario's forestry 
regime and related issues. The forum will 
include panel presentations, wQrkshops on 
skills needed for public o~ersight, and a 
strategy session. The meeting place will 
likely be Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 

The task force is also planning a post-
U. S. election information sharing and strat­
egy meeting for the weekend of November 
23 in Buffalo. We want to gather environ­
mentalists, hunters and anglers, and others 
to assess election resUlts and the state of the 
anticonservation "wise use" movement, and 
to identify areas likely to need the attention 
of conservationists in the medium term. 

Marsh Monitoring Program provides a good 
opportunity to foster citizen commitment 
and responsibility for cleaning up this and 
other AOCs. 

More than 850 Marsh Monitoring Pro­
gram volunteers are now signed up to moni­
tor marshes in Areas of Concern and 
elsewhere around the Great Lakes. The 
volunteers are helping to protect and restore 
the marshes by taking an active role in moni­
toring the biological diversityof marsh birds 
and amphibians andin assessing the success 
of specific marsh rehabilitation efforts. 

For more information on the program, 
contact Amy Chabot at (519)586-3531, 
fax: -3532, mmp@nornet.on.ca. . 
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1IVERSITY & 'HABITAT PROTECTION

Wetland losses continue, despite the law
Despite state and federal safeguards designed

to ensure no net loss of wetlands, the agen

ties charged with administering these safe-
guards in Ohio are still allowing losses to

take place.
A study released by the National Audu-

bon Society's Great Lakes Regional Office ̀
shows that standards for wetland permit-
ting have not been uniformly applied and
are resulting in a net loss of state wetlands.

Anyone planning an activity 'that will
result in a discharge into Ohio wetlands
must applyfor a permit from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Ohio Environ-
mental Protection Agency. To receive a
permit, an applicant must demonstrate that
all unavoidable impacts to wetlands will be
mitigated by the creation, restoration, or
enhancement of wetlands elsewhere. This
requirement is designed to ensure that no
loss of wetland functions or acreage occurs
in the state.

Audubon examined thirty-two individual
permits issued from 1990 to '1995 to see
how this mitigation requirement was being
implemented in Ohio. Some ofthe findings
include:

4 One quarter of the permits required no
wetland creation or restoration as mitiga-
tion.

4 More than one-third ofthe permits allow
for a net loss ofwetlands acreage. This is
despite the fact that the Ohio EPA and
several Corps districts say they require
1.5 acres of mitigation for every acre of
impacted wetlands.

4 More than 18 percent of the wetland

acreage impacted will not be replaced
through mitigation. This does not in-
clude the probable loss. of wetlands that
will occur when some of the required
mitigation projects fail. Studies from
other states have shown that many miti-

gation projects fail to become fully func-
tioning wetland systems.

4 Over 60 percent of the wetlands im-
pacted will be replaced with deeper water
wetlands, or with ponds. This is despite
the many unique functions performed by
smaller, shallower wetlands in flood con-
trol; amphibian habitat, and water qual-
ity improvements.

"These findings should be of concern to

Now available is the second edi-
*~ r '

WATER RO~1T
tion of The Waterfront Trail, a

bikeway
IL

guidebook to a walk and
that runs nearly the length of the
Canadian side of Lake Ontario.

The Waterfront Trail was
E x P"' ̀ born from recommendations in

the 1992 final report ofthe Royal
Commission on the Future of
the Toronto Waterfront.

Of The guidebookhas something
LAKE ONTARIO for everyone. It is organized by

all Ohioans," said Audubon's Steve Sedam.
"Ohio has alreadylost about 90 percent ofits
wetlands. What will we be leaving behind
for future generations?" Of the fifty states,
only California has lost a greater percentage
of its original wetlands.

Wetlands perform some very valuable
functions in Ohio. They store excess rain-
fall, reducing downstream flooding; they
filter pollutants out of surface water; they
provide recreational opportunities; and they
serve, as critical habitat to many species of
wildlife andplants, including over two dozen
of Ohio's threatened and endangered spe-
des.

Audubon's recommendations to improve
protection for the state's wetlands, include:

4 The establishment of a consensus on
goals for the future of Ohio's wetlands,
including uniform mitigation criteria,
among the state and federal agencies in-
volved with wetland permitting

4 The adoption of wetland water quality
standards for the state

4 A strict requirement that wetlands be
mitigated only by other wetlands, not.
ponds

4 Uniform enforcement ofmitigation stan-
dards for all projects to ensure the re-
placement of both wetland acreage and
fiinctions;

4 Better record-keeping by agencies and a
tracking system for wetland. impacts .

4 Astatewide public information campaign
to reduce the amount of unauthorized
activities affecting wetlands,

area on the trail, going west to
east, each with maps and direc-
tions for hikers, bikers and just
plain tourists, notes ofinterest for
local history buffs, and nature lore
for all of us. Local attractions and
amenities are listed for each mu-
nicipality along the trail.

An overall map is placed up
front ' showing the entire region
with major cities and connecting
trails marked. However, allofthe

cities described in subsequent chap-
ters are not shown, a major omis-
sion. A series of vignettes are
scattered judiciously throughout,
making for interesting and informa-
tive reading. The book is 300 pages '
long with 47 full-color photographs
of trail attractions printed in a beau-
tiful center section on coated stock.

For more information call the
Waterfront Regeneration Trust at
(416)314-8572.
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... Ann Arbor-area EQ landfill wants PCBs
continuedfrom the coverpage

Belleville Lake, which is part of the Huron
River system, whose .water's eventually flow
into Lake Erie. Operated by parent EQCo.
and its subsidiaries -Wayne Disposal and
Michigan Disposal, the landfill is already
permitted to receive hazardous wastes gen-
erated by facilities covered under. the federal
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.

Opponents of the PCB proposal cite
concern over the inevitable
and eventual migration of
PCB and ' other pollutants
into Lake Erie as one reason
to deny both a renewal ofthe
dump's current RCRA per-.
mit and the Toxic Substance
control Act permit that is
required for the PCB dump-
ing. ,

If the government grants
the permit;. the EQlandfill
will be the only one in the
Midwest allowed to accept
PCBs, and one ofonly seven
in the United States. The
owners will legally be able to
import PCBs from Canada
and Mexico.

"It's plain to see that this
isn't a good idea," says Andy
Winnie, president of the lo-
cal community group that
has organized to stop the pro-
posal. The group, We're
Everyday Citizens Against
Ruining the Environment
(WECARE), has documented a number of
problems at the facility:

C9 , The landfill is already leaking
The landfill is hydraulically linked to
regional waterways and is considerably
lower than the seasonal water table; fed-
eral regulations require that the landfill
be fifty feet above it

4 The monitoring system is inadequate and
there has- been lax enforcement of the
monitoring effort by regulatory agencies

4 EQhas a history of accidents and non-
compliance with existing permits

Since 1993, the company has been forced to
pump several million gallons of liquid per
year from between the two liners that sepa-
rate the waste cells from the aquifer below,
an indication that the landfill is badly leak-
ing: WECARE also has found that concen-
trations of two chemicals, toluene and
methylene chloride, have been increasing in
both the leachate collected and in monitor-
ing wells, another sign of leakage.

dispose, or otherwise manage wastes....
Even before the May 18, 1994, fire, these
violations represented apattern of non-com-
pliance which raised serious questions re=
garding [the companies'] ability to operate
their facilities in an environmentally sound
manner." The state attorneygeneral entered
into a consent judgment with the company
that required operationalchanges and levied
a $500,000 fine, the largest ever paid by, a

Michigan waste manage-
ment company..

An aerial view ofthe EQ 1knd614 which includes most ofthesixsguares at
upper center: Baseball diamonds and residences are visible at upper right,
1-94 is at lower center, and a residential area and Belleville Lake is at
bottom. Undergroundleaksfromthelandfzllwillflowsouthandsoutheast,
into Belleville Lake and thence into Lake Huron.

An explosion and fire at the landfill in
May 1994 caused authorities to close nearby
Interstate 94 for two hours; community resi-
dents were evacuated. Residents note that
ongoing operations have resulted in numcr-
ous,odor complaints against the facility; sev-
eral have filed suit in state court claiming
that the foul'odors have caused health prob-
lems, have diminished property values, and
impinge on the enjoyment of their homes.

After the accident, the then-head of the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
wrote that the companies managingtheland-
fill repeatedly failed to "properly test, treat,

Incompetence okay

Despite these strong words
from a former head of the
state's environmental
agency, regulators repeat-
edly said that EQwill be
granted the necessary per-
mits. All that is in question
are the conditions that will
be attached to the permits
based on public comment.

Already up set with what
appears to be state bias in
favor of the dump opera-
tors, landfillopponents were

e shocked to see a copy.of a'
o letter from current Depart-
A ment of. Environmental

Quality 'Director Russell
Harding to the EPA urging
the federal agency to decide
on the •permit by June 21,
concurrent with the state's
decision. Harding cited a

desire by Ford Motor Co. to save money by
using the landfill to get rid of PCB waste
from one of its own. contaminated sites,
thereby avoiding'construction of an onsite
disposal facility.

Despite Harding's desire to expedite the
permitting, EPA was forced to schedule a
second public hearing and comment period
this summer when it came to light that the
agencies. had provided inadequate public
notice of the spring comment period.

Great Lakes United attended the sum-
mer hearing and submitted comments to the
DEQand EPA opposing the proposal.
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CLEAN PRODUCTION TASK FORCE

Medical incinerators let off the dioxin hook.
by Scott Sederstrom
Belying campaign efforts to distinguish it-
selffrom anti-environmental forces in Con-
gress, the Clinton administration's
Environmental Protection Agency has caved
'in to industry pressure and proposed weak
new standards for medical waste incinera-
tors, one of the largest sources of dioxin in
the Great Lakes Basin.

The new standards replace stronger pro-
posed emission s'tandards.established in Feb-
ruary 1995. One of EPA's justifications for
the change is that it has significantly low-
ered its estimate of dioxin and mercury re-
leases from the incinerators.

Under the Clean Air Act, EPA is re-
quired to issue standards for new and exist-
ing medical waste incinerators. Referred to
as Maximum Available Control,-T.,echnol-
ogy (MACT) standards, the new emissions
Emits cover dioxin, particulate matter, car-
bon monoxide, hydrochloric acid, sulphur
dioxide, nitrous oxides, lead, cadmium, and
mercury. EPA is under a court-ordered
deadline to promulgate a final rule for medi-
cal. waste'incinerators by July 1997. EPA's
proposal would allow medical waste incin-
erators to release ten times more dioxin than

Task force update
by Scott Sederstrom

Canada pesticide network

A Canada-wide effort to link pesticide ac-
tivists has been initiated by, Sierra Club of
Canada, Toronto Environmental Alliance,
Canadian Labour Congress, World Wild-
life Fund, and Citizens for Alternatives to
Pesticides.

Called the Campaign for Pesticide Re-.
duction, the group aims to develop an effec-
tive network on pesticide issues. The
organization's founders want CPR to:

4 Build a cross-Canada network of activ-
ists, including groups of all sizes, indi-
viduals, farmworkers,' other pest
management professionals, unions, and
whoever is dedicated to reducing urban,

allowed under proposed rules for hazardous
waste incinerators.

"It's Christmas in July for the hospital
industry, and EPA is playing Santa Claus,"
says-Jackie Hunt Christensen of the Insti-
tute for Agriculture and Trade Policy. .

In its original dioxin reassessment, EPA's
Office of Research and Development esti-
mated that medical waste incinerators-re-

lease, more dioxin than any other source, a
total of between 1,600 and 16,000 grams
_from an estimated 6,700 incinerators. This
estimate was based on limited data and was
determined using hospital-to-population ra-
tios.

The American Hospital Association, a
hospital industry lobby, responded to the
dioxin reassessment and the February 1995
proposed rule by stating that the highest-
polluting medical waste incinerators, usually
small machines operating without pollution
control equipment, had been mostly closed
down in favor of larger, newer facilities with
advanced pollution.control equipment.

The association submitted data based on
test burns at approximately24medicalwaste
incinerators, and then extrapolated from
these limited tests to cover the estimated'

agricultural, forestry, aquatic, and other
pesticide uses

C Support activists by facilitating access to
the latest news on health and environ-
mental science and on government ini-
tiatives; by offering campaign and public
awareness_ expertise; and by story-telling

49 Act as government and industry watch-
dog, monitoring the activities of federal
.and provincial regulators, pesticide in-
dustry lobbyists, and others involved in
pesticide registration, reevaluation, food
residue monitoring, environmental con-
tamination, and the development of al-
ternatives to pesticides

49 Coordinate advocacyand awareness cam-

paigns by helping develop shared cam-
paign goals and public awareness
strategies.

Thus farthirty-five environmental and labour
groups have joined CPR 'in its first two

universe .of 2,400 incinerators. AHA also
argued that a distinction needed to be made
between medical waste, consisting of the
entire hospital waste stream, infectious waste,
such as used syringes, bedpans, and blood
bags, and pathologicalwaste, predominantly
human tissue.
EPA is apparently conflicted over its

estimates of dioxin releases from medical
waste incinerators. On the one hand, the
agency's Clean Air Office incorporated vir-
tually all of AHA's recommendations into
the just-released MACT proposal. The
FederalRegisternotice of the new rule lowers
its February estimate of dioxin emissions
from 5,100 grams per year to 150 grams per
year—a staggering and unjustifiable reduc-
tion of 97 percent.. 

_

On the other hand, EPA's Office of
Research and Development—responsible for
the dioxin reassessment—is said to be revis-
ing its estimate of dioxin emissions from
medical waste incinerators down to only
1,000 grams per year for the final version of
the reassessment.

The upshot is that when EPA's overall
dioxin reassessment is finalized next year it

continued on page 18

months of activity. Membership is CS25.
For more information or to join CPR, con-
tact Angela Rickman do Sierra Club, (613)
241-4611, fax: 72292, sierra@web.net.

Wet Cleaning Update

The Center for NeighborhoodTechnology's
Wet Cleaning Project has released an infor-
mational videotape and a comprehensive
report on the first year of wet.cleaning at
Chicago's The Greener Cleaner.

The video, available for US 810 postpaid,
introduces the process and The Greener
Cleaner; the report, available free, includes
data on the year-long proj ect and the-results
of limited research at two other shops.

To order the video or the reports, contact
the center at 2125 W. North Ave., Chicago,
Illinois, 60647, or call Sylvia Ewing-Hoover
at (312) 278-4800 x299. Credit cards are
accepted.
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pesticide uses 

19 Support activists by facilitating access to 
the latest ne~s on health and environ­
mental science and on government ini­
tiatives; by offering cam paign and public 
awareness expertise; and by story~telling 

19 Act as government and industry watch­
dog, monitoring the activities of federal 
and provincial regulators, pesticide in­
dustrylobbyists, and others involved in 
pesticide registratiort, reevaluation, food 
residue monitoring, environmental con­
tamination, and the development of al­
ternatives to pesticides 

19 Coordinate advocacy and awareness cam­
paigns by helping develop shared cam­
paign goals and. public a\'la~eness 
strategies. 

months of activity. Membership is C$25. 
For more Information or to join CPR, con~ 
tact Angela Rickman c/o Sierra Club, (613) 
241-4611, fax: -:2292, sierra@Web.net. 

Wet Cleaning Update 

The Center for Neighborhood Technology's 
Wet Cleaning Project has released an infor­
mational Videotape and a comprehensive 
report on the first year of wet .cleaning at 
Chicago's The Greener Cleaner. 

The video, available for US$10postpaid, 
introduces the process and The Greener 
Cleaner; the report, available free, includes 
data on the year-long proj ect and the-results 
oflimited research at two other shops. 

To order the video or the reports, contact 
the center at 2125 W. North Ave. , Chicago, 
Illinois, 60647, or call Sylvia Ewing-Hoover 
at (312) 278-4800 x299. Credit cards are 

management professionals, unions, and Th lis farthiriy-five environmental andlabour 
d d d d · . b accepted. whoever is e icate to re ucmg ur an, - groups have joined CPR in its first two 
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CLEAN PRODUCTIONJASK FORCE

More U.S.  facilities may report toxic releases
by Scott Sederstrom
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
has proposed expanding the number of in-
dustries required to report pollution-related
information under the Emergency Planning
and Community Right-to-Know Act.

Under the proposed rule, several indus-
tries outside the manufacturing sector will
be required to report on their toxic releases
and otherwastemanagementactivities. The
reports are collected and made available to
the public as part of the Toxic Release In-

ventory (TRI).
GreatLakes United submitted testimony

to EPA at a public hearing on the reporting
expansion held in Chicago in August.

Up for addition to the TRI program are
metal mining (Standard Industry Classifi-
cation 10), coal mining (SIC 12), electric
utilities (SICs 4911, 4931, 4939), commer-
cial hazardous waste treatment (SIC 495.3),
wholesale chemicals and allied products (SIC
5169), petroleum bulk stations (SIC 5171),
and solvent recovery services (SIC 7389).

The proposal marks the first addition of
new, nonmanufae'turing industries to the
TRI list since the 1994 addition of federal
facilities. In 1995 EPA required companies
to report on 286 additional chemicals begin-
ning in the 1996 reporting period. That
expansion nearly doubled, the number of
toxic chemicals that must be reported on.

While environmental groups who use
TRI data are generally supportive- of the
EPA proposal, they also note that there are
still some significant gaps in the TRI pro-
gram. These include no reporting require-
ments for some very significant toxic releasers,
including garbage and medical waste incin
erators, public sewage treatment plants, natu-
ral gas processors, airports, marine loading
terminals, large industrial dry cleaners, natu-
ral gas processors, and oil and gas explora-
tion and production facilities. Also currently
exempt are agricultural users of pesticides.

Also problematic is the number of sig-
nificant chemicals that industry either does
not have to report on at all—dioxin, for
example—or must do so only at an unrealis-
tically high thresholds of activity. Many
persistent toxic chemicals are subject to the.

same threshold reporting requirements, as
chemicals of far less concern.
' Currently, a facility must file TRI re-
ports if it has ten or more full-time employ-
ees or equivalent and manufactures or
processes at least 25,000 pounds of listed
chemicals or otherwise uses at least 10,000
pounds ofthe chemicals. Under this regime,

releases exempt from reporting include mer-
curyreleased from powerplants, dioxin emis-
sions from waste combustors, and heavy
metal leachate from mine tailing dumps.

Also on the down side of the proposal,
EPA has proposed reporting loopholes for
hydroelectric, nuclear. power, and natural
gas facilities, power-generating facilities, and
coal extraction activities (but not ore pro-
cessing activities).
EPA requested public comments on

whether the extraction exemption should
apply to metal mining as well.

At the Chicago public hearing, repre-
sentatives from the Grand Cal Task Force,
Illinois Public.Interest Research Group, the
Chicago Chapter of the American Lung
Association, and Great Lakes United all
encouraged EPA to close the identified loop-
holes and expand the list of industries re-
quired to report.

Great Lakes United's testimony noted
that requiring dioxin emissions reporting
from all suspected sources—including iron
sintering plants, incinerators, chemical
plants, and fossil fuel burning power plants—
would increase the amount of available data
on dioxin emissions both locally and nation-

ally, while also providing community resi-
dents with more details on dioxin emissions
in their communities. One of the biggest
weaknesses of the recent EPA dioxin assess-
mentwas its lackofdata on dioxin emissions
from chemical plants and other manufactur-
ing facilities that burn waste on-site.

Industries represented at the hearing in-
cluded small chemical distributors who ob-
jected to being required to report. They said
that reporting .would impose a significant
economic burden on them, and that they
merely repackaged chemicals for redistribu-
tion, instead ofeither manufacturing, using,
or processing toxic chemicals.

Also objecting to EPA's proposal was a
representative of Safety-Kleen, a large sol-
vent recycling and fuel blender that supplies
cement plants with hazardous waste to burn.
Safety-Kleen-took the position that requir-
ing it to report would potentially provide an
inaccurate picture of releases in a commu-
nity, since the manufacturer who sent its
waste to Safety-Kleen would be required to
report it, and then Safety-Kleen would have
to report it again when it released a portion
to the environment and shipped it off-site.

This argument neglects the fundamental
premise underlying,the right-to-know pro-
gram, which is that community members
should have accurate information aboutwhat
harmful substances are being released in
their communities as a first step towards
being able to work to reduce or eliminate
those releases.

For the future, EPA is considering es-
tablishing different thresholds for toxic sub-
stances that are persistent (long-lived) and
bioaccumulative (thati`s, build up in the food
chain). EPA might also require reporting
on chemicaluse rather than simplychemical
release. This would make it possible to
target industries with citizen campaigns en-
couraging them to use nontoxic substitute
chemicals or to move toward entirely non-
toxic processes.

GLUwill continue to encourage EPA to.
expand the TRI program to provide citizens
with more meaningful tools to eliminate'
toxic releases and to increase clean produc-
tion activities around the Great Lakes Basin.
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Groundbreaking.report by Commoner group,

Great Likes dioxin sources, solutions
by Scott Sederstrom
A stronger economy, a healthier community,

and a cleaner Great Lakes is entirely possible
if major sources of dioxin are eliminated in
favor, of cleaner alternative technologies.

This is the, major finding of three reports
prepared by Dr. Barry Commoner and the
Center for the Biology of Natural Systems at
Queens College in New York City.

The reports are the culmination of a two-
year research project conducted by CBNS
with support from the Joyce Foundation.. The
first, released in May 1995, was "Quantitative
Estimation of the Entry of Dioxins, Furans,
and Hexachlorobenzene into the Great Lakes
from Airborne and Waterborne Sources."

This June the organization 'followed up
with "Zeroing Out Dioxin in the Great Lakes:
Within Our Reach," an economic analysis of
technologies that specific industries could use
to produce their respective goods without cre-
ating long-lived toxic pollutants.

In June the center also released a summary
of the two reports, "Dioxin Fallout in the
Great Lakes: Where It Comes From, How to
Prevent It, At What Cost."

Dioxin facts

Dioxin is the ultratoxic byproduct of industrial
uses of chlorine. Omnipresent in air, water,
soil, and food, particularly in beef and dairy
products, our daily intake of dioxin. and
dioxinlike chemicals creates a lifetime cancer
risk that is five hundred to a thousand times
greater than the official, "acceptable" risk of
one in a million. Exposures close to this level
in pregnant women can lead to birth defects,
disrupted sexual development, and damage to
the nervous and immune systems of the chil-
dren exposed in the womb.

Likeother creatures at, the top of the food
chain—eagles and mink, for example—we
humans gain large concentrations of dioxin in
our bodies because the substance tends to be
stored in the tissues of the animal products we
eat—and then in our own fatty tissues. There
exists no natural mechanism for eliminating
dioxin from tissue, so it builds up over time.
This process is called bioaccumulation.

It has long been known that widespread

reproductive and developmental disruption to
wildlife in the Great Lakes is attributable to
long-lived toxic chemicals such as dioxin. The
substantial body of scientific evidence on this
'point provides the foundation for the recom-
mendation by a U:S.-Canada treaty organiza-
tion, the International Joint Commission, that
the use and release of "persistent" toxic sub-
stances be phased out. In particular, the IJC
recommended the, phaseout; or "sunsetting,"
of industrial uses of chlorine in the Great
Lakes. ,

The IJC recommendation embodies a pre-
ventive strategy for dealingwith dioxin—elimi-
nate it by making certain that it is not created.
Current regulatory efforts by the U.S. and
Canadian governments attempt to control
pollution, allowing dioxin to be created and
then attempting to control it with pollution
control equipment.

Unfortunately, the IJC has not been
heeded. Neither corporations nor the federal
governments have taken, any substantial steps
to eliminate dioxin releases. The. CBNS re-
ports demonstrate that we can not only iden-
tify the major sources of dioxin in the Great
Lakes, but thatwe can eliminate many of them
with minimal economic disruption, sometimes
even with job creation.

Air sources

The CBNS reports comprehensively high-
light for the first time the dangers of dioxin
and the alternative technologies that can avoid
its creation. First CBNS examined the two
most important routes for, dioxin releases to
the Great Lakes: indirect discharges from the
air and direct discharges into water by indus-
trial facilities and pulp and paper plants.

The center identified 1,329 possible air
sources of dioxin to the Great Lakes, including
incinerators of hazardous chemicals, sewage
sludge, and municipal solid or medical waste;
cement kilns that'burn hazardous wastes; cop-
per smelters; coal- or wood-burning furnaces;
iron sintering plants; heavy-duty diesel,ve-
hicles; and gasoline-fueled cars and trucks.
What these sources have in common is that
they combust material and that there is chlo-
rine in the'fuel or material being burned.

Using computer air modeling and emis-
sions information on the 1,329 possible dioxin
sources, CBNS determined that:

ig Incineration ofinedical and municipalwaste
is responsible for the largest amount of
dioxin in the Great Lakes. Medical waste
incinerators contribute 48 percent of the
total dioxin, municipal waste incineration
22 percent.

19 Hazardous-waste-burning cement kilns
and iron ore sintering plants each contrib-
ute 8 percent of the total dioxin loading to
the Great Lakes environment.

4? Only 106 of the 1,329 possible sources are
responsible for 85 percent of the dioxin
deposition in the Great Lakes. These 106
sources include incinerators located in the
Great Lakes region, but also municipal
incinerators located as faraway as Florida
and Utah..

Medical waste incinerators

According. to CBNS, as of 1995 there were
609 hospital and 14 commercial medical waste
incinerators in operation in the Great Lakes
region. These facilities emit large amounts of
dioxin because their waste stream contains
high amounts of chlorinated plastic, particu-
larly polyvinyl chloride (for more detail on
medical waste incinerators, see the article else-
where in this issue).

About 85 percent of the total medical
waste stream consists of the paper, food, and
the like that comprises typical household waste.
Just 15 percent of medical waste stream is the
infectious waste that requires special ,han-
dling. Under U.S. regulations, this material
must be sterilized before disposal. Many hos-
pitals comingle the two waste streams and
burn them in the same incinerator.

Separating the two kinds of waste would
allow hospitals to recycle or landfill regular
waste and sterilize the "infectious" waste in
autoclaves, machines that use high-tempera-
ture steam to destroy all living things. Patho-
logical waste, which consists of surgically
removed tissue, amounts to only 0.3 percent of
the medical waste stream and would continue
to be incinerated.

Shifting waste disposal from incinerators
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to autodaves would increase hospital costs by
about sixty cents per patient per day. If re-
quired to move to use autodaves, commercial
medical waste handlers would see only a 12
percent increase in costs.

Municipal waste incinerators

Conducting"intensive'recycling could drasti-
cally reduce the need for the fifty municipal
waste incinerators currently operating in the
Great Lakes. ecosystem and virtually end the
dioxin emissions coming from this source.

Intensive recycling, which is designed to
collect the maximum amount of recyclable
material from waste, can convert almost 85
percent of the residential waste stream into
marketable paper, metal, glass, and'compost,
according to pilot studies conducted by CBNS.
Shifting from incineration to. intensive recy-
cling would generate a net revenue of $536
million per year for Great Lakes communities,
according to the center. The money would
come from the 'combination of selling the
recycled materials and avoiding incinerator
tipping fees.

The move would also create jobs. Studies
by CBNS and the Institute for Local Self-
Reliance indicate that the Great Lakes region
could expect to create an additional 6,100
collection and processing jobs. Use ofrecycled
materials by regional manufacturing firms
would sustain 21,000 more jobs. Closing the
incinerators would cost 2,500 jobs.

, Iron sintering plants

Iron sintering is one of the component pro-
cesses in steel production by blast furnaces and
a likely source of dioxin. Powdered iron ore is
not usable in a blast furnace; it tends to com-
pact and impede the gas flow necessary for
steel production. Iron sintering combines
powdered ore and powdered coal or coke in a
furnace, turning the powdered'iron into a
lumpy agglomerate usable in blast furnaces.
There has been no dioxin testing of North
American sintering plants, but data from Ger-
many indicates that all of the German sinter-
ing plants emit dioxin.

CBNS found that eliminating chlorinated
solvents and chlorinated oils--with the excep-
tion of extreme-pressure lubricants—could to
a large extent'eliminate dioxin emissions with-
out an undue increase in costs. However, the
center notes that there is a need to compre-
hensively survey the impact of current sinter-
ing plant operating practices on dioxin
emissions. This would be a first step towards

devising remedial measures for preventing di-
oxin emissions.

Cement kilns

Cement is manufactured by heating limestone
and other raw materials to approximately 1,500
degrees Centigrade. As of 1993, nine facilities
in the Great Lakes states and Ontario burned
hazardous waste to heat the raw materials.
Rather than pay for the fuel, the cement com-
panies receive money for accepting.the haz-
ardous waste.

Eliminating dioxin releases from cement
kilns that burn hazardous waste means elimi-
nating the use of hazardous waste as fuel.
CBNS estimates that eliminating hazardous
waste burning by cement plants and substitut-
ing coal as the primary fuel would increase the
price of cement by 4 percent.

Water sources

Water sources of dioxin in the Great Lakes
environment include pulp and paper plants,"
sewage treatment facilities, and chemical
manufacturing plants that discharge dioxin-
contaminated wastewaters directly into the
Great Lakes or into waterways that flow into
the Great Lakes. Dioxin is also released into
the lakes from leaky contaminated sites, and
from contaminated sediments deposited into
the lakes in years past. Lakes Ontario and
Erie, in particular, receive an unestimated
amount of dioxin from contaminated sites. In
the other lakes, waterborne :dioxin sources are
estimated, to be about four to seven times less
than the amount that reaches the lakes from
the air. Because of the difficulty estimating all
waterborne sources of dioxin in the Great
Lakes, the reports focus on the contribution of
the pulp and paper industry. ,

The CBNS reports identify the use of
chlorine as a bleaching agent in pulp and paper
plants as a major source ofdioxin. Historically
the industry has used chlorine gas, commonly
called elemental chlorine, to bleach pulp so
that the resulting paper will have the level of
whiteness desired by the paper industry with-
out at the same time weakening it so that it
cannot be run on certain demanding presses.

As a result of litigation and regulatory
initiatives, in recent years the pulp and paper
industry has begun replacing elemental chlo-
rine bleachingwith chlorine dioxide bleaching
technologies, often referred to as elementally
chlorine-free (ECF) bleaching. The change
to ECF production reduces dioxin releases by
60 to 80 percent, according to the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency. Other chlori-
nated compounds also continue to be released
when pulp is bleached with chlorine dioxide.

Complete elimination of dioxin emissions
from these plants can be achieved through the
use of totally chlorine-free (TCF) bleaching
technologies. Because TCF processes elimi-
nate the use of all chlorinated compounds,
pulp and paper dioxin releases can also be
largely eliminated (some dioxin exists in re-
cycled paper raw materials as well as inmost
mill water supplies).

The reports identify ten Great Lakes pulp
and paper mills that produce pulp and paper
from wood, and an additional ten thatproduce
pulp from recycled paper. CBNS compared
the costs associated with converting to TCF
manufacturingwith three different ECF (chlo-
rine dioxide) processes. The center found that
all of the ECF and TCF alternatives result in
some increase in the cost of producing pulp,
and that the technologies that are most effec-
tive in reducing dioxin.and other chlorinated
toxic chemicals require the largest increases in
cost. However,, CBNS found no significant
cost difference between the cleanest ECF tech=
nology and TCF processes.

The center also found that recycling paper
without using chlorinated bleaching agents is
economically competitive.

Eliminating the sources of major dioxin emis-
sions to the Great Lakes environment can be
accomplished with economic benefits to the
Great Lakes regional economy. Replacing
incineration of municipalwaste with intensive
recycling and composting; autoclaving medi-
cal waste; using totally chlorine-free paper
bleaching technology, eliminating chlorinated
compounds in steel making; and 'eliminating
the use of hazardous waste as fuel for cement
manufacturing—these steps would eliminate
much of the dioxin entering the Great Lakes
environmentwhile simultaneouslyaddingjobs
and revenue.

The CBNS reports demonstrate that the
International' Joint Commission's phaseout
recommendations—particularly its recom-
mendation to phase out chlorine—can be ac-
complished without major economic
disruption.

Now we knowwhat can be done; we must
push our governments to do it.

For a copy ofany ofthe reports, see CBNS's
Worldwide Web site atwww.gc.edu and dick
on "CBNS," or contact the organization at.
(718) 670-4180.
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to autoclaves would increase hospital costs by 
about sixty cent~ per patient per day. If re­
quired to move to use autoclaves, commercial 
medical waste handlers would see only a 12 
percent increase in costs. 

Municipal waste incinerators 

Conducting "intensive" recycling could drasti­
cally reduce the need for the ftfty municipal 
waste incinerators currently operating in the 
Great Lakes ecosystem and virtually end the 
dioxin emissions coming from this source. 

Intensive r~cycling,- which is designed to 
collect the maximum amount of recyclable 
material from waste, can convert almost 85 
percent of th~ residential waste stream into 
marketable paper, metal, glass, and compost, 
according to pilot studies conducted byCB NS. 
Shifting from incineration to intensive recy­
cling would generate' a net revenue of S536 
million per year for Great Lakes communities, 
according to the center. The money would 
come from the combination of selling the 
recycled materials and avoiding incinerator 
tipping fees. 

The move would also create jobs. Studies 
by CBNS and the Institute for Local Se1£­
Reliance indicate that the Great Lakes region _ 
could expect to create an additional 6,100 
collection and processingjobs. Use of recycled 
materials by regional manufacturing frrms 
would sustain 21,000 more jobs. Closing the 
incinerators would cost 2,500 jobs. 

. Iron sintering plants 

Iron sintering is one of the component pro­
cesses in steel production by blast furnaces and 
a likely source of dioxin. Powdered iron ore is 
not usable in a blast furnace; it tends to com­
pact and impede the gas flow necessary for 
steel production. Iron sintering combines 
powdered ore and powdered coal or coke in a 
furnace, turning the powdered' iron into a 
lumpy agglomerate usable in blast furnaces. 
There has been no dioxin testing of North 
American sinteringplants, but data from Ger­
many indicates that all of the German sinter­
ing plants emit dioxin. 

CBNS found that eliminating chlorinated 
solvents and chlorinated oils-with the excep­
tion of extreme-pressure lubricants-:-could to 
a large extent"eliminate dioxin emissions with­
out an undue increase in costs. However, the 
center notes that there is a need to compre­
hensi~ly survey the impact of current sinter­
ing plant operating practices on dioxin 
emissions. This would be a ftrst step towards 
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devising remediai measures for preventi~g di­
oxin emissions. 

Cement kilns 

Cement is manufactured by heating limestone 
and otherrawmaterials to approximately 1,500 
degrees Centigrade. As of1993, nine facilities 
in the Great Lakes states and Ontario burned 
hazardous waste to heat the raw materials. 
Rather than pay for the fuel, the ~ement c~m­
panies receive money for accepting the haz­
ardous waste. 

Eliminating dioxin releases from cement 
kilns that burn hazardous waste means elimi­
nating the use of hazardous waste as fueL 
CBNS estimates that eliminating hazardous 
waste burning by cement plants and substitut­
ing coal as the primary fuel would increase the 
price of cement by 4 percent. 

Water sources 

Water sources of dioxin in the Great Lakes 
environment include pulp- and paper plants, 
sewage treatment facilities, and chemical 
manufacturing plants that discharge dioxin­
contaminated wastewaters directly into the 
Great Lakes or into waterways that flow into 
the Great Lakes. Dioxin is also released into 
the lakes from leaky contaminated sites, and 
from contaminated sediments deposited into 
the lakes in years past. Lakes Ontario and 
Erie, in particular, receive an unestimated 
amount of dioxin from contaminated sites. In 
the other lakes, waterborne dioxin sources are 
estimated· to be about four to seven times' less 
than the amount that reaches the lakes from 
the air. Because of the difficulty estimating all 
waterborne sources of dioxin in the Great 
Lakes, the reports focus on the contribution of 
the pulp and paper industry. 

The CBNS reports identify the use of 
chlorine as a bleaching agent in pulp and paper 
plants as a maj or source of dioxin. Historically 
the industry has used chlorine gas, commonly 
called elemental chlorine, -to bleach pulp so 
that the resulting paper will have the level of 
whiteness desired by the paper industry with­
out at the same time weakening it so that it 
cannot be run on certain demanding presses. 

As a result of litigation and regulatory 
initiatives, in recent years the pulp and paper 
industry has begun replacing elemental chlo­
rine bleachingwith chlorine dioxide bleaching 
technologies, often referred to as elementaUy 
chlorine-free (ECF) bleaching. The change 
to ECF production reduces dioxin_ releases by 
60 to 80 percent, according to the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency. Other chlori­
nated compounds also continue to be released 
when pulp is bleached with chlorine dioxide. 

Complete elimination of dioxin emissions 
from these plants can be achieved through th~ 
use of totally chlorine-free (TCF) bleaching 
technologies. Because TCF processes elimi­
nate the use of all chlorinated compounds, 
pl;llp and paper dioxin releases can also be 
largely eliminated (some dioxin exists in re­
cycled paper raw materials as well as in most 
mill water supplies). 

The reports identify ten Great Lakes pulp 
and paper mills that produce pulp and paper 
from wood, and an additional ten that produce 
pulp from recycled paper. CBNS compared 
the costs associated with converting to TCF 
manufacturingwith three different ECF (chlo­
rine dioxide) processes. The center found that 
all of the ECF and TCF alternatives result in 
some increase in the cost of producing pulp, 
and that the technologies that are most effec­
tive in reducing dioxin.and other chlorinated 
toxic chemicals require the largest increases in 
cost. However, CBNS found no signiftcant 
cost difference betweenthe cleanest ECF tech"' 
nology and TCF processes. I 

The center also found that recycling paper 
without using chlorinated bleaching agents is 
eco~omically competitive. 

Eliminating the sources of major dioxin emis­
sions to the Great-Lakes environm~nt can be 
accomplished with economic beneftts to the 
Great Lakes regional economy. Replacing 
incineration of municipal waste with intensive 
recycling and compo sting; autoclaving medi­
cal waste; using totally chlorine-free paper 
bleaching technology; eliminating chlorinated 
compounds in steel making; and eliminating 
the use of hazardous waste as fuel for cement 
manufacturing--these steps would eliminate 
much of the dioxin entering the Great Lakes 
environmel].twhile simultaneouslyaddingjobs 
and revenue. 

The CBNS reports demonstrate that the 
Internati9nal Joint Commission's phaseout 
recommendation~particularly its recom­
mendation to phase out chlorine-:-ean be ac­
complished without major economic 
disruption. 

Now we'knowwhat can be done; we must 
push our governments to do it. 

For a copy of any of the reports, see CBNS's 
Worldwide Web site atwww.qc.eduandclick 
on "CBNS," or contact the organization at 
(718) 670-4180. 
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- METRO TORONTO AND REGIONAOC -

by Y-Lang Nguyen
The International Joint Commission
designated Toronto an Area of Concern
because ofpollution on the city s water-
front. Since then, the AOC boundary
has expanded to account for upstream
sources thatcontribute to thewaterfront's
contamination.

The Metropolitan Toronto and Re-
gion AOC boundary now encompasses
six tributaries and theirwatersheds. These
are, from west to east, Etobicoke and
Mimico creeks, the Humber and Don
rives, Highland Creek, and Rouge River.
Use impairments identified by the Metr
Remedial Action Plan include degradation
offish and wildlife populations, beach clo
sores, restrictions on fish and wildlife con-
sumption, anddredging activities. The S
H RAP was released in May 1994.

The goals of the RAP are being imple-
mented with separate plans for the water-
front and foreach tributarywatershed. Thr
years ago, the regional conservation author
itywzote'40 Steps to a New Don,' a strategy
to restore the Don River, the most degraded
of the six tributaries emptying into the har-
bor. The strategy works towards imple-
menting projects within and outside of th
RAP. A similar plan is now being drafte

Stage
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for the Humber River. A management plan
is guiding Rouge River land use issues within
Toronto boundaries. A plan addressing
land use in the entire Rouge watershed,
 home to the largest urban park in Canada, is

also in the works.
The Metro Toronto area suffers from the

typical infrastructure problems associated
with urbanization. An estimated 3.5 million
people reside in the Greater Toronto Area,

are-which accounts for much ofthe2000-squ 
kilometre ACC. Combined sewer over-
flows, stormwater runoff, and sewage
treatment are the area's greatest problems.
A number of initiatives and demonstration
projects are being conducted. Rain barrels

and downspout
disconnections,
which allow rain-
watertollowright
to the ground in-
stead of a private
drain, are encour-
aged. In
Etobicoke,perfo=
rated stormwater
pipes are captur-
ing water and
cAltrating it into

__r the surrounding
M,GN(AND ground, recharg-
CQfEKK mg groundwater

ooN R-FR flows. In tastem

LAKE Scarborough, a

ONTARIp 
vortexsepamtoris
swirling com-
bined sewage to

separate pollutants from the water.
Not only have the AOC's geographic

boundaries changed, but the RAP swx—
ture is changing, too. Discussion is
currently under way to enlist the Wa-
terfront Regeneration Trust and the
metropolitan conservation authority as
partners in the RAP. This shift reflects
the desire to drive the RAP process and
rleanuplocally. Municipalities are also
being asked to become more involved
in the RAP process by encouraging the
development of citizen and govern-
ment partnerships.
Last April, Toronto's City Council

voted to restrict some uses ofpolyvinyl chlo-
ride pipe in the city's water and sewer sec-
tors. As the largest single sourceofchlorine,
PVC is the greatest source of dioxin and
other toxic emissions known to threaten
human health. The decision came after
months ofdebate and an all-tight joint City
Services Committee and Board of Health
meeting. Although the decision does not
mark a full victory for PVC opponents, it is
the first step towards attaining PVC's even-
tual phaseout.

The council directed the city to:

4 Use only specialized iron pipe or concrete
for water lines installed in soils that are
contaminated with substances, such as
gasoline, that can penetrate plastic or
PVC pipe

It Ensure that waste material containing
PVC is recycled or landfilled rather than
incinerated

4 Ask Environment Canada and Industry
Canada to ensure that the agreement
being negotiated by the federal govem-
ment and the vinyl industry on its envi-
ronmental practices includes provisions
requiring the industry to fund an inde-
pendent lifecycle analysis of the health
and environmental impacts ofPVC-con-
taming products, to use technologies that
do not produce emissions, and to use
state-of-the-art abatement measures to
prevent accidental spills and releases.

In May the council halted a plan for a
ronlinwd on f g, is
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- M E TRO TORONTO AND REGION AOC -
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- BUFFALO RIVERAOC -

by Y-Lang Nguyen
In 1989, a Stage I and II Remedial
Action Plan was completed for the Buf-
falo River Area of Concern, which en-
compasses the rivei s last six-mile stretch
before it empties into Lake Erie. Im-
paired uses documented in the RAP
include degradation of benthos (bot-
tom-dwelling organisms), habitat loss,
and restrictions on fish and wildlife con-
sumption.

In 1995, the Buffalo River was still
included on New York State's "Priority
Waterbody List" due to extensive toxic
contamination ofsediments, combined sewer
overflows, and groundwater contamination
from hazardous waste sites.

Remediation of the Buffalo River has
been stalled in part by the complexity of
cleanup and in part by lack of funding.
Dredging technologies were demonstrated
and discussed at a 1992 international sym-
posium held in Buffalo, but no remedial
dredginghas been carried out due to cost and
the pollution problems that come with dis-
twbingcontaminatedscdiments. Dredging
resuspends contaminants, creates toxic spoils
that need secure disposal, and disturbs bot-
tom and edge habitats.

On land, the 38 identified hazardous
waste sites along the Buffalo River pose
similar questions about safe removal, dis-
posal, and who will pay.

The Buffalo River RAP is moving for-
ward on two fronts: pollution prevention
and habitat restoration. Both initiatives
involve working closelywith city and county
governments and offer Public Advisory
Committees around the Basin models for
action in AOCs not dependent primarily on
top-down funding.

Land use planning

The Friends of the Buffalo River recently
completed the"Buffalo River GreenwayPlan
and Design Guidelines" under contract with
the Buffalo Urban Renewal Agency and in
close collaboration with Buffalo's Division
of Planning.

The greenway plan proposes a riverside
trail that links city parks and neighborhoods

to the rest of Buffalo's waterfront. The
guidelines propose limits for development
on the Buffalo River waterfront that will
both make public access possible and help
protect water quality and habitat. The plan
ties its pollution prevention and river resto-
ration goals into specific land use policies
and standards thatwill guide redevelopment
of the Buffalo River waterfront away from
the abuses of the past.
A major goal of the design guidelines is

to establish an open space corridor along the
Buffalo River. The guidelines call for a
minimum one-hundred-foot setback from
the water's edge for all new development
that is not water-dependent, including a
minimum fifty-
foot vegetated
river buffer area
of native plants.
The guidelines
cite biological
and engineering
studies and rec-
ommendations
that support
these setbacks in
terms of mini-
mum efficiencies
for stormwater
runoff control,
pollutant filter-
ing, erosion and
flood control,
and habitat
needs.

The guide-

lines also recommend phaseout or pro-
hibition ofcertain uses within the Buf-
falo River waterfront district, including
storage, use, or disposal of persistent
toxic substances and the
"bioaccumulative chemicals ofconccm"
identified in the Great Lakes Initiative.

Buffalo's city government has en-
dorsed the plan and will consider adopt-
ing it by fall. For more information
contact Julie Rogers- Varland ofFriends
of the Buffalo River at (716) 882-8414.
Habitat rehabilitation
In August 1993, Erie County received a

U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgencygrant
to enhance fish and wildlife habitat at five
urban sites along the Buffalo River. Al-
though the goal is to restore fish and wildlife
habitat, the project will also create limited
public access to the river.

The project includes planting native spe-
cies of trees and shrubs, adding overlook
platforms, constructing a backwater wet-
land, and regrooming trails. The plan calls
for over (400,000 to restore habitat and
improve shorelines. Negotiations concern-
ing liability, safety, and maintenance issues
are now taking place with the city, which
owns most of the sites. If all the approvals

continued nexepage
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Taskf orce update: Detroit BPACgone, factsheets finished
by Y-Lang Nguyen
The Detroit River Binational Public Advi-
sory Committee is no more. In May the
BPAC split into a Michigan PAC and an
Ontario PAC. The new chair ofthe Michi-
gan PAC cited as the reason for the split the
difficulty in coordinating efforts among
Michigan, Ontario, the United States, and
Canada, the four jurisdictions overseeing
the Detroit River RAP.- , -

The St. Clair and S. Marys BPACs are
the only remaining binational PACs.

In NewYork, the RemedialAction Plans

... Buffalo River AOC
continued from the previous page

are issued according to schedule, rehabilita-
tion can begin on three of the sites in the fall
of 1996. For more information contact
Mary Sonntag of the Erie County Depart-
ment of Environment and Planning at (716)
858-7762.

Other-progress

Remediation recently began at the site of
Buffalo Color Corp., a nineteen-acre haz-
ardous waste site surrounded on three sides
by the Buffalo River. Allied Signal, Inc.,xhe
user of the facility from 1905 . to 1976, is
responsible for the cleanup, which will be
overseen by the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation. The
site contains elevated levels ofpolyaromatic
hydrocarbons, chlorinated benzenes, and
metals in fill materials.' Volatile. organic

.. -. medical incinerators
continuedfrom page 12

will contain an estimate for dioxin releases
from medical waste incinerators almost ten
times higher than the amount of releases
EPA's pertinentregulationswillbe designed
to ,control.

In its Federal Register notice the Clean
Air Office also dramatically lowered its esti-
mate of mercury emissions from medical
waste incinerators from 65 tons per year to
16 tons per year.

for the two connecting channels, the Nia-
gara River and St. Lawrence River, have
always been developed separately at the in-
sistence of New York State. The number
one recommendation of the Niagara River,
Ontario, Stage II RAP is the creation of an
international RAP.

The split of the Detroit River BPAC is
unfortunate. Successful cleanup treats the
entire ecosystem and not the bits and pieces
determined by political boundaries. What
happens on one side ofthe river will inevita-
bly affect the other. At a time when devel-

oping partnerships is being emphasized, it
seems ironic that such a fundamental one is
breaking up.

Thirty-four AOC factsheets are now avail-
able from Great Lakes United. The fact-
sheets, part of a project financed by the
Great Lakes Protection Fund, highlight suc-
cessful activities and provide updates on .
Area of Concern developments and other
project and . campaign activities in AOC
communities throughout the Great Lakes
Basin. Call the Buffalo office for your set.

compounds, chlorinated benzenes, and cer-
tain metals are also found in the site's ground- • • Metro Toronto AOC
water.

Remediation involves installation of a
low-permeability cap over the site, excava-
tion of river sediments adjacent to the site,
and collection and treatment of groundwa-
ter. A groundwater treatment system has
been designed.

The project also includes some habitat
restoration components, for example, cre-
ation of a shoreline wetland and fish spawn-
ing shoals. Allied Signal has agreed to pay
the estimated $8 million cost ofthe remedy.
For more information contact Regional
Project Manager Gerald Pietraszek of the
Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion at (716)851-9010.

For general information on the Buffalo
River Remedial Advisory Committee, con-
tact Barry Boyer, co-chair ofthe committee,
at(716)645-2052.

Much as the AHA requested, EPA has
also proposed regulating hospital waste in
several separate categories: "hospital" waste
(noninfectious materials), "medical" waste
("potentially infectious" waste), and patho-
logical waste (body parts). Under the pro-
posed rule, segregated hospital waste would
be regulated under the more stringent mu-
nicipal solid waste incinerator MACT pro-
posal; medical waste would fall under the
proposed medical waste incinerator MACT
standards. Pathologicalwastewouldbecov-
ered by a future separate regulatoryproposal.

continuedfrom page 16

lakefront golf academy (see a brief on the
subject elsewhere in this issue). The pro-
posed golf facility would have destroyed
habitat identified as an Environmentally Sig-
nificant Area by the local conservation au-
thority, and erected aseventy-foot-high golf
ball net, which could injure or kill migrating
birds. The facility might have violated the
Migratory Birds Convention Act.
A number oflocal groups, including Citi-

zens for a Lakeshore Greenway, the Federa-
tion of Ontario Naturalists, the Toronto
Ornithological Club, the Wildlands League,
and the Sierra Legal Defence Fund worked
to defeat the proposal. For more informa-
tion contact the Sierra Legal Defence Fund
at (416) 368-7533.

Environmentalists fear thathospitalswith
onsite incinerators willbe encouraged bythe
less-stringent (and therefore less expensive)
medical waste standards to continue burn-
ing-all their waste on site,'rather than sepa-
rating out the noninfectious waste, which
makes up 85 percent of most hospital the
waste streams and contains much of the
material that releases long-lived toxic sub-
stances when burned.

Great Lakes United joined other envi-
ronmental groups in issuing comments criti-
cal of the EPA proposal.

18 Great Lakes united( fall 1996
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U.S. Congress passes Safe Drinking Water Act
by Joanne McMullan the last day of the legislative session before bacteria andpollutants found in rap water

On August 6, President Clinton signed into the summerrecess. Environmentalists with- and their effect on consumers' health

law the Safe Drinking Water Act amend- drew support for the bill after the congres- 4 A small systems provision that allows

mentsof1996. iional leadership allowed to expire a flexibility for only those systems that may

Only the second piece of environmental previously approved $725 million in state really need it--those serving fewer than

legislation passed by the 104th Congress (a revolving funds for drinking water system 3,300 people. This provision would en-

pesticide bill completed this spring was the improvements. As ofnow, the money auto- courage and facilitate compliance rather

first), the drinking water bill was tied up in matitally reverts to a sewage treatment fund, than needlessly waiving public health

debate for almost two years. But with elec- which would go to a number of pork barrel protection standards.

tions comingup, members ofCongress were projects benefiting selected districts at the 4 Mandationg control by municipal water
apparendyworried about theirvotingrecord expense ofareas truly in need ofthe money.

on clean water. Polls show that Americans In terms of environmental health, the
suppliers of some of the most harmful
pollutants, such as the cryptosporidium

care deeply about the issue. bill moves forward in a number of respects. bacterium, which has caused outbreaks
The House ofReprescntativesvotcd nine These important provisions include: of disease in some cities

times to weaken clean water protections. 4 Requiring the U.S. Environmental Pm-
4 Creation of a $9.6 billion fund for state-

Before the drinking water vote an appalling tection Agency to issue a radon standard
administered grants and loans to help

148 members ofthe House-had failed tovote for drinking water in three years. Radon
localities upgrade their water systems.

for water protection even once. is a cancer-causing contaminant
The drinking water amendments passed

Efforts are now being made to recapture
lost drinking funding4 Requiring annual reports to the public by

by a unanimous vote in the Senate and by a large
the state water in the
EPA budget bill.municipal water systems regarding

392-30 bipartisan majority in the House on

Great Laka United } annual meeting. heldJrne 6-9
in Ann Arbor, Michigan i Concordia College, war as
invigorating as, usual

After Th—dayandFriday fundraising. Internet,
and media training sessions, the meremggot down to
businesr Friday evening with our now-traditions!
"Hot Soon and Bright Lights "get-together, in which
attendert mock while trading stones of success and
disappointment and marking their locations on a
large map ofthe Basin.

Toxic chemicals activist Lois Gibbs, of the
KTnia-bard Citir sCranng&wrforHatordow
W u, delivered the keynote oddreu on her vision for
environmental activism in coming years. Gibbs. of
course, is likely the most well-known Great Lakes
environmental activist due to her 1970s efforts to
bang the problems of the Niagara Falb, New York,
Love Canal waste dump to national attention.

Saturday and Sunday sessions dealt with a
discussion ofour collective vision for achievement by
the year 2020 and seven workshops ranging from
sustainable food produmon to the state of effo m to
take toxic chlorine out ofpu/p and paper production.

Far lift, Gibbs kads a workshop on the human
health threatfromdioxin. Left. UnitedA—woken
activist and GLU board member Dan Fmerton
declaims at the "Hot Spots"gathering with board
member Brennain Lloyd looking on Above right,
Great Lakes United Resident Jahn Jackson present,
GL Ucofoundrr and Great Laker eminence grin Lee
Betu with Great Lakes UmredJ newly inaugurated
John Manty MemorialAward, established in honor
of thr beloved tote Lake Superior aetiuist, who died
early this year.
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Great Lakes U.S. House.- Environment Voting Records

Legislator

Clean
water

(HR 961)

EPA
protections

(Vote 1605)

Forest
protection

(Vote 2262)

Environment
safeguards

(HR 9)

Endangered
species

(Vote 2005) Score (%)

Illinois

Collins (D) — • • — • 60

Crane (R) ® ® ® ® 9 0

Ewing (R) ®. 8 ® ® ® 0

Fawell (R) ® ♦ ♦ 8 40

Flanagan (R) ® ® • ~. ® ® 20

Guflerrez (D) • • • ♦ • 100

Hyde (R) ® ® — ® ® 0

Jackson (D) — • M • . 100

Lipinski (D) — • ® ♦ ♦ 60

Porter (R) • • • • 9 80-0:

Reynolds(D)Reynolds (D) • — — • 66

Rush (D) • • ,♦ ♦ 100

Weller (R) 8 ® ® ® ® 0

Yates (D) • _ • • ♦ 80

Indiana

Visclosky (D) ♦ ♦ • • — 80

Michigan

Barcla (D) 40

Bonlor(D)' • • ♦ ♦ ♦ 100

Camp (R) ® ® ® ® ® 0

Chrysler (R) ® ® 14 ® a - 20

Collins (D) • • • — ♦ 80

Conyers (D) ♦ • • ♦ ♦ 100

Dingell (D) • • ♦ ♦ ♦ 100.

Ehlers (R) • • ♦ p 60

Hoekstra (R) ® a ® ® ® 0

Kildee (D) • • • ♦ ♦ 100

Knollenberg (R) ® ® ® ® ® 0

Levin (D) • • • ♦ ♦ 100

Rivers (D) • • • ♦ • 100

Smith (R) ® ® • ® ® 20

Stupak (D) ♦ ♦ ♦ 40

Upton (R) ® • ♦ 40

♦ = a vote favoring environmental protection. O = a vote against environmental protection. — = missed the vote. M = 'not a member of Congress at the time.
Chart derived from the Sierra Club Web site at www.sierraclub.org/politics, HR 961 would have amended the Clean, Water Act to ease pollution restrictions
and remove protection from half the nation's wetlands. Vote 1605 would have restored U.S. Environmental Protection Agency powers removed in an EPA
funding bill. Vote 2262 would have ended th a "logging without laws" rider passed as part of the 1995 budget bill. HR 9 contained extensive new restrictions
on environmental protection programs. Vote 2005 would have banned new endangered species, istings and stripped away some existing protections.
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Ehlers CR) • • • ® ® 60 
, 

Hoekstra CR) ® ® ® ® ® 0 
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• = a vote favoring environmental protection. ® = a vote against environmental protection. -" missed the vote. := = not a member ·of Congress at the time. 
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and remove protection from half the nation's wetlands. Vote 1605 would have restored U.S. Environmental Protection Agency powers removed in an EPA 
funding bill. Vote 2262 would have ended th e ~logging without laws" rider passed as part of the 1995 budget bill. HR 9 contained extensive new restrictions 
on environmental protection programs. Vote 2005 would have banned new endangered species ,listings and stripped away some existing protections. 
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Minnesota

Gutknecht (R) ® 8
- 
. 

8
®

8 0

Luther (D) • • • • • 100

Minge (D) ♦
 ♦  ♦ 60

Oberstar (D) • • ® ♦ • 80

Peterson (D) ® ® •

1 ♦ 40

Ramstad (R) 6• — ® ®. 40

Sabo (D) . ♦ ► • • • 100

Vento (D) 1 • •
• • 100

New York

Boehlert (R) • • • • ® 80

Houghton (R) 8 • — 8
® 20

LaFalce (D) ♦ • • • ♦ 100

McHugh (R) ® ® ® ®
8 0

Paxon (R) B
® ® ® ® 0

Quinn (R) ® ♦ •   40

Slaughter (D) ♦ • • • 100

Solomon (R) ® ® ® ® ® 0

Walsh (R) ® ® • . ® ® 20

Ohio

Brown (D) • • • • • 100

Gillmor (R) ®. ♦ .    20

Hoke (R), 8 — ® ® — 0

Kaptur (D) •
• • •

♦ 100

Lotourette (R) 8 • ® ® ® 20

Sawyer (D) ♦ • • • ♦ 100

Stokes (D) •. • • • 100

Pennsylvania

Clinger (R) 8 ® ® ® 8 0

Coyne (D) ♦ ♦ ♦ • • 100

Doyle (D) ® • ® 8 ® 20.

English (R) 9 ♦  8  20

Klink (D) ®

•. ® • •

60

Wisconsin

Barret (D) ♦ , ♦ • • • 100

Gunderson (R) • 8 ® e 8 20

Kleczka (D) — • ♦ ♦ ♦ 80

Klug (R) ♦ • • \ e 8 60

Neumann (R) 8 8 8 8 8 0

Obey (D) ♦ • ♦ ♦ • 100

Petri (R) ♦  1 8 6,
40

Roth (R) 8 8 — 8 8 0

Sensenbrenner (R) ♦ e • ® 8 40
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Stokes (D) .. • • • • 100 

Pennsylvania 

Clinger (R) ® ® ® ® ® a 
Coyne (D) • • • • ' .. 100 

Doyle (D) ® 
, • ® ® ® 20, 

English (R) ® • ® ® ® 20 

Klink (D) '® • ®, • • 60 
, . 

Wisconsin' 

Barret (D) • • • • • 100 

Gunderson (R) · . ®, '® ® ® 20 

Kleczka (D) - • • • • 80 

Klug (R) • • • ® ® 60 

Neumann (R) ® ® ® ® ® 0 

Obey (D) • • • • • 100 

Petri (R) • ® • ® 
, 

® 40 

Roth (R) ® ® - ® ® 0 , 

Sensenbrenner (R) • ® • ® ® 40 
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House and Senate hearings on Minnesota's

Boundary Waters Canoe AreaWil-
derness and VoyageurS National Park
were held in mid-July. The hearings went
well for pro-wilderness citizens opposing
the proposed legislation of Rep. Jim Oberstar
(D-Minnesota) and Sen. Rod Grams (R-
Minnesota), which would open protected
areas to motorized vehicles and turn over
management of the land to a Cuncil con-
trolled by "anti-conservation'. forces.

The Senate hearings went particularly
well, pardy.due to Grams's baldly political
attempt to use the issue to attack Sen. Paul
Wellston (D-Minnesota), who is up for
reelection this year. Three days after Grams
announced his legislation, the Republican
Party began a $1 million media campaign
characterizing Wellstone as unresponsive to
local concerns and a dupe ofenvironmental-
ists and Washington for wanting to keep
these public lands public.

With their colleagues unenthusiastic
about changing the status ofthe areas, Grams
.and Oberstar are looking for other ways to
have their bills considered. Grams says he'll
attach his bill to "suitable" legislation in the
fall. Oberstar redrafted his bill to give the
appearance ofcompromise. Formoreinfor-
mation contact the Minnesota Parks and
Wilderness. Coalition at (612) 223-5969.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
is establishing new Water quality
standards that will apply to all of the
surface waters, including wetlands in the
state of Pennyslvania.

The Raymond Profitt Foundation sued

the agency to force it to propose the rules
because of the slow pace of Pennsylvania's
water quality standard-setting.
EPA will hold a public hearing on the

proposed standards on October 16, 1996, in
Harrisburg, and will accept written com-
ments until that time.

For more information on the hearing,
call Evelyn MacKnight at (800) 438-2474
by October 11. For more information on the
suit and the citizen perspective on the stan-,
dards, contactJohn Wilmer at the Raymond
Profitt Foundation, (610) 565-2736,
rpf@prc.org.

Lots of action in Ontario's forests.
The Ministry of Natural Resources has ad-
mitted that itwill soon seek exemption from
the requirements ofthe Class Environmen-
tal Assessment on Timber Management.
The MNR is alreadyout ofcompliancewith
this legally binding decision (they have not.
set up regional advisory committees, the
provincial technical and policy committees
are not meeting, no old-growth guidelines
have been developed, and guidelines for
preserving the pileated woodpecker and
marten have not been released) and it looks
like they will try to have part or most of its
teeth removed before the job of looking after
the forests is.handed over to industry.

The Canadian Standards Association's

sustainable forests "certification"
scheme is moving toward finalization this
fall. This industry-backed standard will be
used to try and convince the.public in North
America and' abroad that all companies car-
rying the CSA Sustainable Forest Manage-
ment logo .are managing their forests in a
sustainable manner. UnfortunatelytheCSA
system does not require the measurement of
performance in the woods—bad companies
will be approved along with the good.

The Ontario MNR says it will release its
protected areas action plan in
September. Finally the public will be able to
see how the ministry plans to meet its com-
mitments to protect wilderness under the
Endangered Spaces Campaign.

The Ontario government has released its
long-awaited Temagami land-use

decision, and it is a nightmare. Minister
of Natural Resources Chris Hodgson has
given the-go-ahead to mining, logging, and
road building in sensitive areas. Mine stak-
ing will be permitted in these areas.begin-
ning in September.

The decision rejects the recommenda-
tions ofa local advisory committee, the Com-
prehensive Planning Council, a body of
teachers, localbusinesspeople, and residents
that spent six years reaching the conclusion.
that sensitive wild lake and river areas to the
north of Lady Evelyn Wilderness Park
should be protected from the impacts of
mining and logging.
A February poll by the Environics com-

panyfound that 81 percent of Ontarians and
67 percent of northern Ontarians support
protecting. wild areas, even if it means less
mining,, logging, and urban expansion.

"This decision is short-sighted and will
prove to be bad for business in Ontario," said
Tim Gray, executive director of the Wild-
lands League,

For more information contact the league
at (416) 971-9453.

In late July a three-hundred-member team
of international experts managed to safely
lift the oil- and PCB-laden Irving
Wbak Ifrom its 220-foot-deep resting
place in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The ship
sank in a storm twenty-six years ago.

Basin environmentalists had urged Ca-
nadian authorities to pump out the ship's
toxic cargo before lifting it, because the ship
might have broken apart during the salvage
operation, severely polluting the area.

The ship contained 7.2 tons of heating
fluid laced with PCBs and about 3,100 tons

22 Great Lakes United fall 1996

. G1RlEA'T lLAKES BRIEFS' 

House and Senate hearings on Minnesota's the agency to force it to propose:the rUles 
Boundary Waters CanoeAr~a Wil- . because of the slow pace of Pennsylvania's . 

't T· water quality standard-setting: , 
derness and voyageurs NationalPark. EPA wjllhold a public hearing on the 
were held in mid-July. The hearings went proposed standards on October16, 1996, in 
well for pro-wilderness citizens opposing Harrisburg, and will accept Written 'com­
theproposedlegislationofRep.JimOberstar ments until that time. 
(D-Minnesota) and Sen. Rod Grams (R- For more information on the hearing, 
Minnesota), which would open protected call Evelyn MacKnight at (800) 438-2474 
areas to motorized vehicles and turn over ' 

, byOctoberll. For more information on the 
management of the land to a \:. ouncil' con-

suit and the citizen perspective on the stan-' 
trolled by "anti-conseivation~' forces. dards, contactJohn Wilmer at the Raymond 

Profitt Foundation, (610) 565-2736, 
rpf@prc.org. 

Lots of action in 'Ontari()'s forests. 
The Ministry ofN atural Resources has ad­
mitted that i twill soon seek exemption from 
the requirements of the Class Environmen­
tal Assessment on Timber Management. 

6 TheMNRis already out of compliance with 
~ this legally binding decision (they have not, 
~. set up regional advisory committees, the 

provincial technical and policy committees 
are not meeting, no old-growth guideli,nes 
have been developed, and guidelines for 

decision, a~d it is a nightmare. Minister 
of Natural Resources Chris Hodgson has 
given the' go-ahead to mining, logging, and 
road building in sensitive areas. Mine stak­
ing will be permitted in these areas begin­
ning in September. 

The ,decision rejects the recommenda­
tions ofalocal advisory committee, the Com­
prehensive Planning Council, a body of 
teachers, local, businesspeople, and residents 
that spent six years reaching the conclusion 
that sensitive wild lake and river areas to the 
north of Lady Evelyn Wildernes's Park 
should be protected from the impacts of 
mining and logging. 

A February poll by the Environicscom­
panyfound that 81 percent of Ontarians and 
67 percent of northern Ontarians support 
protecting wild areas, even if it means less 
mining,.1ogging, and urban expansion. 

"Thi~ decision is short-sighted and will 
prove to be bad for business in Ontario," said 
Tim Gray, executive director of the Wild-
lands League. , 

For more information contact the league 
at (416) 971-9453. The Senate hearings went particularly 

well, partly,due to Grams's baldly political 
attempt to use the issue to attackSe'n. Paul 

preserving the pileated woodpecker and . r--------~-----~ 
,marten have not been released) and it looks 
like they will try to have part or most of its 
teeth removed before the job oflooking after 
the forests is.handed over to industry. 

. Wellstone (D-Minnesota), who is up for 
reelection this year. Three days after Grams 
announced ·his legislation, the Republican 
Party began a $1 million media campaign 
characterizing Wellstone as unresponsive to 
local concerns and a dupe of environmental­
ists and Washington for wanting to keep 
these public lands public. , . 

With their colleagues unenthusiastic 
'about changing the status of the areas, Grams 
and Oberstar are looking for other ways to 
have their bills considered. Grams says he'll 
attach his bill to "suitable" legislation in the 
fall. Oberstar redrafted his bill to give the 

. 'appearance of compromise. For more infor­
. mation contact the Minnesota Parks and 
Wilderness. Coalition at (612) 223-5969. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

is establishing new water quality 
, standards that will apply to all of the 
surface waters, including wetlands in the 

state of Pennyslvania. 
The Raymond Profitt Foundation sued 

22 Greai Lakes United 

The Canadian Standards Association's 

sustainable forests "certificatioti~ 
scheme is moving toward finalization this 
fall. This industry-backed standard will be .~ 
used to try and convince the public in North ~ 
America and abroad that all companies cac- E 

. rying the CSA Sustainable Forest Manage- >- L----_________ ~__.J 

ment logo are managing their forests in a 
sustainable manner. Unfortunately the CSA 
system does not require the measurement of 
performance in the woods-bad companies 
will be approved along with the good. ' 

The OntarioMNRsays it will release its 

. protected areas action plan in 
,September. Finally the public will be able to 
see how the ministry plans to meet its com­
mitments to protect wilderness under the 
Endangered Spaces Campaign. 

The Ontario government has released its 

long-awaited Temagami land-use 

In late July a three-hundred-member team 
of international experts managed to safely 

lift the oil- and PCB-laden Irving 
Whale from its 220-foot-deep resting 
place in the Gulf ofSt. Lawrence. The ship 
sank in a storm twenty-six years ago. 

Basin environmentalists had urged Ca­
nadian authorities to pump out the ship's 
toxic cargo before lifting it, because the ship 
might have broken apart during the salvage 
op,eration, severely polluting the area. 
, I The ship contained 7.2 tons of heating 
fluid laced with PCBs and about 3,100 tons 

fail 1996 



GREAT LAKES BRIEFS

of oil, after leaking 1,000 tons over the last
quarter century.

Release ofthe ship's cargo threatened the
region's shellfish industry and the beaches of

Prince Edward Island.

For the second time in a dozen years the
Ontario government has imposed a

communal fishing license-a
limit on annual fish catch—on the

Chippewas. of Nawash, who live
on the Bruce Peninsula of Lake Huron. In

1993 an Ontario court declared a 1984
provincial communal licence unconstitu-
tional. The court said that it was 'an illegal
restriction ofthe band's aboriginal and treaty

rights to fish commercially in the waters up
to seven miles off the shoreline of the Bruce
Peninsula.

Coincidentally, in May the Chippewas
ofNawash implemented bylaw 13-96, which
has the effect of federal law and enables the
Chippewas to regulate its fishermen in re-
serve waters. For more information contact
the Chippewas of Nawash at (519) 534-
5133.

In early May, New York Gov. George
Pataki announced that the state was pur-

chasingWoodlawn Beach, aninety-
three-acre site on Lake Erie just three miles
south of downtown Buffalo.

The 4,000-foot-long, naturally sloping,
sandy stretch of shoreline was a popular
swimming and boating area in the early
1900s, when it also had a penny arcade and
a roller coaster. Despite twenty-eight miles
of lake and river shore within the city limits,
Buffalo does not have a single beach area.

The state will pay $6.3 million for the
property and spend $5 million to develop it,
including taking measures to thwart sewage
pollution. The Trust for Public Land nego-
tiated the purchase of the property from the
Gateway Trade Center. For more informa-
tion contact Assemblyman Francis Pordum,
(D-Hamburg) at (716) 826-1878.

Good news for the Indian Dunes

National Lakeshore. Congress has
approved $3.7 million to purchase Crescent
Dune, a thirty-three-acre dune habitat that

is the last privatelyowned, undeveloped Lake
Michigan shoreline in Indiana. The half-
mile-long shoreline on the eastern end ofthe
park boundaries is adjacent to Mt. Baldy,
which is already part of the park.

N Mwhiyw,

t
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The Save the Dunes Council went to
Washington, D.C., last month to lobby for
the land acquisition money. They were told
that while a number of legislators fully sup-
ported the Indiana Dunes park, Congress
would never approve more than,10 percent
ofthe National Park Service land acquisition
budget ($35 million) for one parcel of ex-
pensive land.

The council first proposed the addition
of Crescent Dune to the national lakeshore
in 1971. In. past twenty-five years, the
council has fought Interior Secretary James
Watts, who dismissed a lawsuit to force
acquisition of the land; sued the federal
government to force acquisition (losing in
the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals in
1989), fought the owner (a utility company)
over plans to develop townhouses on the
land, .and convinced Congressman Peter
Visclosky (D-Indiana) to reverse his sup-
port from the utility development plan in
favor of protection. Beginning in 1992, the
council tried to build support for funding
acquisition of the parcel. Fantastic work.

For more information contact the Save
the Dunes Council, at (219) 879-3937.

The Wisconsin forest bio-
diverslty bill became law this month.
The result of nearly two years of negotiation
among environmental groups, industry, and

state agencies, the newlaw makes preserving
"native biological diversity" one. of the pur-
poses of state forest management

The law requires that actions taken by
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources are consistent with the "long-term
maintenance of sustainable forest commu-
nities and ecosystems."

However, it is unclear to what extent
biodiversity will be protected by the bill; it
will be up to the forest planning process to
determine how much of the forests will be'
available for the various "uses" that conflict
with maintaining diversity.

- For a copy of the law, contact Walter
Kuhlmann, a Madison attomeywho worked

0 on the lawonbehalfofenvironmentalinter-
~ ests, at (608) 257-9521 or wkuhlma-
@bscf.com.

A n intemation ally recognize d migratory

bird corridor was saved from powerful

Toronto. development pressures when
the City Council halted a plan to build a golf
academy on the site.

The proposed nineteen-acre driving
range, putting area, clubhouse, and parking
facility had been planned for the base of the
five-kilometre-long Leslie Street Spit pen-
insula, host to more than 290 species of

birds, including such 1996 rarities as the
Americanwhitepelican, theyellow-crowned
night heron, and the great grey owl. The
south end of the spit is home to large Colo-
rues ofdouble-crested cormorants (936 nests
counted this year) and black-crowned night
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herons (1,233 nests) as well as terns and
gulls. The spit also hosts one of the only.

known coyote denning sites in the city.

Groups objecting to the siting 'included

Citizens for a Lakeshore Greenway, the

Federation of Ontario Naturalists, Friends

of the Spit, Toronto Field Naturalists, the

Toronto Ornithological Club, the Wild-

lands League, and Sierra Legal Defence

Fund. For more information contact Sierra

Legal Defence at (416) 368-7533.

How about this ̀ for ,a new line of work:

raising old-growth logs from the
bottom of Lake Superior.

People are doing it in Wisconsin; ac-
cording to the Washington Post. A 1992
state law gives ownership of sunken logs to
whoever can recover them. It seems tens of
thousands of perfectly preserved logs lie in

the lake bottom, and they are very valuable.
The logs were lost during the first wave of
logging in the region around a hundred years
ago. At that time the cheapest way to move
them was usually to put them in the water
and float them downstream.

The high-quality timber has spawned
several "value-added"woodworking and saw-
mill operations in Wisconsin. One entre-
preneur,. Scott Mitchen of Ashland,
Wisconsin, plans to raise thirty thousand
logs from the lake and mill them in his own
sawmill. -

According to a July article in Britian's Fi-

nancial Times, officials at the World
Trade Organization in Geneva are
accusing the United States of "refusing to
play a constructive role" in the WTO's trade
and environment committee, possibly pre-
venting any important recommendations in
time for the WTO's first ministerial meet-
ing in Singapore this December.

The committee is charged with "looking
at the relationship between international
trade rules and environmental measures"
and to see if WTO rules need amending as
A result. The committee's areas ofinvestiga
t on includes the handling of WTO disputes
that arise from the trade provisions of mul-
tilateral environmental agreements such as
NAFTA, and how to make sure that envi

ronmental measures like packaging require-

ments and "ecolabelling"—for example,
mandating notices of relative recyclability—

are compatiblewith international trade rules.
After two years of discussions, according

to trade officials, talks had gotten nowhere

because "the U.S. is proposing nothing and
systematically trashing everyone else's pro-
posals," according to one official.

In 1994, the United States was one ofthe
strongest advocates ofestablishing the com-
mittee, which must be reestablished by min-
isters in Singapore. So far, no one has said
that the committee should be discontinued,
but some developing countries are known to
want to turn the committee toward investi-
gation.of sustainable development.

The Great Lakes Aquatic Habitat
Fund wants to support grassroots initia-
tives by individuals,or organizations work-
ing to protect U.S. or Canadian habitats in
the Great Lakes Basin. Application forms
are now available and must be postmarked
by September 30, 1996. Grant awards, will

range between US$500 and US$3,500, will
be decided by November 15, 1996. T h i s
year the fund will consider applications for:

4 Protecting Great Lakes shorelines, in-
land lakes, rivers, streams, wetland, and
other'aquatic habitats that serve as im-
portant biological areas, or areas that ate
critical to the functioning of important
aquatic habitats.

4 Restoring aquatic habitats in' ways that
provide opportunities for hands-on citi-

zen involvement.
Promoting land use decisions that protect
aquatic habitats and biological diversity.

4 Capacity-building of grassroots organi-
zations that work to protect and restore
aquatic habitats.

4 Demonstrating or researching the eco-
nomic and social advantages of preserv-
ing and restoring Aquatic habitats.

For more information contact the Tip ofthe
Mitt Watershed Council at (616) 347-1181.

Ontario Prime Minster Mike Harris has
appointed Norman Sterling (PC-Ottawa)

to lead the Ontario Ministry of
Environment and Energy. In
the process Harris upgraded the position by
granting Sterling a seat on the Policy
andPriorities Board, the inner cabinet that
sets the government's agenda.

The Toronto Globe and Mail quoted
Harris as assuring Ontarians that "protect-
ing the environment for future generations
ranks equally with us as, the fiscal situation
for future generations," possibly signaling a
lessening of the harsh budget cuts currently,
in progress at the ministry:

Sterling, who had been head ofthe-Min-
istry of Consumer and Commercial Rela-
tions, replaced Brenda Elliott, who was not
given another protfolio.

At an August public hearing Great Lakes
United urged the U. S. Environmental_Pro-
tection Agency to implement the most com-
prehensive of thirteen options to cleanup

DuPont Corp.'s Necco Park toxic
dump in Niagara Falls, New
York
The company discharged over 185 mil-

lion pounds of liquid and solid toxic waste
into the twenty-four-acre site from 1930 to
1977, including chlorinated compounds such
as carbon tetrachloride, PCE, TCE,
hexachlorobenzene, chloroform, and meth-
ylene chloride, as well as fly ash, barium, and
other process wastes.

The site is 1.5 miles from the Niagara
River,_ which is a source ofdrinkingwaterfor
over 1 million people-. Contaminated
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~ Capacity-building of grassroots organi­

! zations that work to protect and restore 
. aquatic habitats. . 

~ Demonstrating or researching th~ eco­
nomic and social advantages of preserv­
ing and restoring aquatic habitats. 

For more information contact the Tip of the . 
Mitt Watershed Council at(616) 347-1181. 

Ontario 'Prime Minster Mike Harris has 
appointed Norman Sterling (PC-Ottawa) 

to lead the Ontario Ministry of 
Environment and Energy. In 

the process Harris upgraded the position by 
granting Sterling a seat on the Policy 
andPriorities Board, the inner cabinet that 
sets the government's agenda. 

The Toronto Globe and Mail quoted 
Harris as assuring Ontarians that "protect­
ing the environment for future generations 
ranks equally with us as the fiscal situation 
for future generations," possibly signaling a 
lessening of the harsh budget cuts currently 
in progress at the ministry, . 

Sterling, who had been head of the Min­
istry of Consumer and Commercial Rela­
tions, replaced Brenda Elliott, who was not 
given another protfolio. 

At an August public hearing Great Lakes 
United urged the U.S. EnvironmentalPro­
tectton Agency to implement the most com­
prehensive of thirteen options to clean up 

DuPont Corp.'s Necco Park toxic 

dump in Niagara F aUs, New 
York 

The company discharged over 185 mil­
lion pounds of liquid and solid toxic waste 
into the tWenty-four-acre site from 1930 to 
1977, including chlorinated compounds such 
as carbon tetrachloride, PCE, TCE, 
hexachlorobenzene, chloroform, and meth- . 
ylenechloride, as well as fly ash, barium, and 
other process wastes. 

The site is 1.5 miles from the Niagara 
River, which is a source of drinking water for 
over 1 million people. Contaminated 
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Durnil to speak at Great Lakes United fundraiser
Announcing Great Lakes United'sfirst sion's support for sunsetting
high-powered fundraiser! classes of persisitent toxic sub-

Gordon Durnil, the International stances that are contaminating the
Joint Commission's ground-breaking Great Lakes. The IJC's call for x;
U.S. section chairman from 1989 to the phaseout of the use of chlo-
1994, has generously agreed to speak at rine was a critical spur to regional
a f 100-a-plate fundraising dinner for and international efforts targeting
Great Lakes United. groups of problem substances.

The date is Friday, November 15; In 1994 Durnil received the
the place is the Hyatt Hotel in our head- prestigious National Wildlife BI
quarters city of Buffalo, New York. Federation Conservation i

During his tenure at the IJC, a Achievement Award. pp

watchdog organization reporting on Durnil is the author of The 
4

border-related water issues to the Making of a Conservative Envi-
United States and Canada, Durnil ronmentalist, a 1995 book that received present lifetime achievement awards to
achieved international recognition and high praise from the New York Times a U.S. and a Canadian activist from the
kudos from Basin environmentalists for and other national newspapers for its Niagara region.
his advocacy ofstrong stands on a range enunciation of conservative environ- We hope to make this an annual
of Great Lakes issues. mental principles. event that takes place in different cities

Most significant was the commis- Great Lakes United will also around the Basin.

GREAT LAKES BRIEFS

groundwater from the site is moving to- Thelargest portion ofthe proposed fund- of the state Superfund law.
wards the Niagara River through both the ing, $625 million, would be earmarked for The bond act includes $175 million for
present aquifer and, during heavy precipita- clean-water improvements, including im- solid waste management, including recy-
tion, manmade tunnels. provements in municipal sewage treatment cling programs, solid waste disposal in the

The remediation option under consider- and protection of open spaces. The open Adirondacks, and the closing of the notori-
ation byEPA, estimatedto cost S53 million, space provision is designed primarily to pro- ous Fresh Kills landfill on Staten Island.
would substantially clean up the site itself, tect New York City's upstate watershed by Perhaps most interestingly, the act pro-
but leave the "far-field" area of spreading controlling nonpoint sources ofcontamina- vides $100 million for the development of
contamination uncontained. The most com- tion such as agricultural runoff. "clean technologies," including the possible
prehensive cleanup option listed by EPA, The next largest portion of the bond development of a state-based electric car
estimated to cost $96 million, would do a money, $355 million, would be spent on industry and creation of a strategy for the
much betterjob ofcontaining the migration improvement ofdrinking-watersystems. most efficient use ofelectric vehicles.
of far-field contaminated groundwater, but The bond would provide $25 million for
total cleanup would still be incomplete. GLU municipalities to improve water quality by In the same neck ofthe woods, afterafurious
urged the adoptionofthe mostcomprehen- reducing toxic pollution andeutrophication, community campaign the U.S. Department
sive option as a good starting point. excess plant growth that robs the water of of Energy recently decided against attempt-

oxygen. The money will help implement ing to store radioactive waste at a
New York Gov. George Pataki's $1.75 Great Lakes programs written in accordance dump in Tonawanda, New York,
billion"Clean Water, Clean Air" with the 1990 Federal Great Lakes Critical near Buffalo. The department has promised
bond act has been approved by the state Programs Act and the Great Lakes Water to remove some of the waste, but has notyet
legislature and awaits voter approval in No- Quality Agreement. committed to a complete cleanup. Formore
vember. The act has the support of both The bond act provides $200 million for information contact For a Clean Tonawanda
business and environmental interests, but is renovating mildly polluted abandoned in- Site at (716) 876-9552.
being criticized by New York State Assent- dustrial sites, or "brownfields." After arm-

blyMajority Uader Michael Bragman as an twisting by environmentalists the Great Laker brief written byGLUsta-(f. New,
inappropriate use ofbond monies. adminsitration revised the act to require that York bond act brief written by GLU intern

cleanup standards be consistent with those Racbel Broncafo.
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Great Lakes United BUFFALO OFFICE NOTES

by Libby Jcu,flt money to organization since April:

ma,a
aret woaster Great Lakes United wishes farewell to its American Federation ofGovemmentEmploy-
.r w di—w former executive director, Burkhard Maus- eta, Kathleen Barber, Luther Blount, Ruth Bradley,

stdfbane gingrar berg, who left the organization in July. Of Jan, Conley, Martin Cooperman, Lois Corbett,

fisu,...Gn.w/ red./~aelRobert and Catherine Dowrey, John Fers, BrianGemtanorigins,BurkhardlivedinToronto 
Gibson, Terry Kinzel, Margaret t Lush, Bwkhadscoff sedrstron

find erdi-m,(,b for many years before ass gleadenhiP MausbagJanetMay, theM. A. MotzFoundation,uqs.ffo 
ofGreatLakesUnitedinlitel994. Hetook Josephine Murray, Edward Nel, Chris Neurath,daoid aao 

feld,..rdinaw over at a difficult time in GLU's historyput New York State CAP Council, Philip Niswander,

rrggilbert the organization into much improved finan- Ruth Niswander, Memo Oshei, Chula Patton,

dal and programmatic shape. But Toronto Edward Plow, Ulysses Prates, Camilla Smith,

m~libby jenaett 
friends and family beckoned and Burkhard Margaret Talboys, and Joe Van Volkenburg.

a /y.ene,e.d .w Thank you all for your generosity.
donna zellner neal decided to =turn home. Great Lakes United

d. mutrariwnerdi.enr wishes him luck We would also Eke to welcome our new

nna.reen beellig Also departed isY-LangNguyen,GLUs members this quarter:

n11nb 11Q11nf field coordinator for Area ofConcem issues. Madelynn Aran,, Fred Amey, Bay AreaRato-
barbam wallenbont A fine 

aui 
organizer, writer, and artist, Y-Lang ration Council, Robert Beck, Caro Bermochi,

ndninurreriv, ,tant Blxkbrook Audubon Society, Catharine Blair,
otv, n..e e,.,iw,r~i, ry.r r,ad y 

decided to pursue a master's degree in cas- James Boehlke Thomas Bowers, Susan Bryant,
u,dn w.aer, laalrr, sr$w N- Y.* sical literature at Boston University this fall. Pad Bubelis, Hellen (Gilly) Burlingham, Cannon

No doubt the gods wilHook favorably onthe River Watershed Partnership, Inc., Gary Carrel,

volunteers 
effort. Thanks for everything, Y-Lang. Rick Chuanelli,MargaretCiaone,CogwtCLvkc,

Frank Cole, Agnes DeCado, Jana Devakl, WiB-
pa.la borkowrki iam Dismond,JoanDocer,EveDowie,Ed Dowrcy
rarbel branrato Edward and Janice Emermn, Mary Fagan, David
benry,ofd,.en Fanugia, John Feeley, Dino Fernre, Judith Far,
betty —ti. League of Women Voters-Lucas County, Brad

joa,ne nrmafren Gavin, Ted Gephart, David Gerber, Michael
sae pflrgrr Gerrity, Mark Giese, Max Gloor, Bernard
'nary mabl  Goldstein, Francine Gourgucchon, Ursula Grist,

s,t, Dave Hallock, Ernie Harms, RaymoudHaruhasne
Susan Horvath, Wayne Howard, Greg Hromi,main °fCt Mary Louise Hyde, Eugene Jaworski, David

b.ga/.,rareroIt ~a ,carry W1
1300d.—d—, b:tlalo, nrwy°rk 14311 

Johnson,EarlJohmon, VickiJona, Rebecca Kanner,
(716)886-0141:(716)886-0303(f) Kids for Clean Water, Mark and ConstanceKlocke,

gl-As,..g Bruce Kbsna, Evelyn Knazek, Sue Kovits-Bell,

montrial office - David Kozak, Dorothy Krutich, Barbara Laird,

1360 r.e n.rr, d.— e. 0307 Larry Le Blond, Use Manus, Carolyn Marsh, M
,nannlal, q.dhe, h3j 1.4 Martin, Clan Matins, Valian McLenighan,

(514) 933-0161; (514) 931-1916 Cf~ ) Mariam M" Bill Metzger, Michigan Citizem
,,in,re,lw,b. net AgainstTmrieSubstances(MCATS), CherylMilla,
cbicago oflke Marjorie Miller, John and Ruth Morton, John

407,. d ob.m #1 77S, cbi,a,n, ininoii 60605 New leadership Mould, San Noah, Gertrude Nowacki, Michael
(311) 911-3S67; (311) 939-1536) Payne, Linda and Steven Pedlow,SylviaPinkennan,

'•d n11°"ieid~Ord On the brighter side, however, we have a Planetary productions, Ltd., Tom Ports, Bernice
ow, newexecutivedirector—MargaretWooster, Qpiglty, Dorothy Radatti, David Randles,Richard

f nd,d by,rant, f a the a Buffalo River activist and professional err- Reinhardt, , Resurrection High School -Ecology
i.yre f ... Wi.. ban planner. Wooster is president of the Club, Jeanette Reynolds Keenan, Geraldine

°nd`h` Friends of the Buffalo River and is ¢ ton- 
Richdantd, Katherine Rill, CarlRothfeb, Roar Sabo,

,barrrr,rrwarr .,.rrf...4rt n DickieSelfe,Joseph Shakoski, Wayne Siddall, Ann
ndtantin the development ofdesignguide- Siegel, G. Skerritt, Kathleen Smith, Ron
fines for the Buffalo waterfront. She holds a Sonnenberg, Chula and Joan Staples, EleanorF gym. 
masters degree in urban planning and a Stark, San Talbot, Waukegan Citizens Advisory

a'O doctorate in English literature. Good luck, Group, Waukegan Pon District, Nancy Watson
r Dean, Ralph Wolpaw, Ehzabeth Wood, amandPelaJo.p.r-„n,a.., royrayr:.ngr,q,Mpn Margaret. 

and Keith Woods.nurAkdr/,pM,e/ Ire
New donors and members Thanks to you all forjoining our collec-

tive effort to clean up the Great Lakes.
We have also gained a number ofeupporten
this past quarter. We would like to welcome
-the GLU family those who have donated

26 Great lakes United fall 1996
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BUFFALO OFFICE NOTES 

NewludUJhip 

Onlhebrighter"de.bowt:vu,~havc. 
BeWI:UCIII'M::~MatpretWoom:r. 
I BuffiIoRi¥erkli-.iltandptofu.ionllur-­
bMplanne:r. W-mitptttidc:ntofthc 
triend.ofthcBuf&IDRiverandUI con­
rulWlI in !he developmenl of desian guide­
linetforwBufralawatemont. ShehokU • 
mute:n ckgru in um&n planning and I 

doaonllC i.n EoglUb litcnltun:. Good hick, 

M ..... ' 
New donon and mvnbu. 



Respons ab ilisafiqn- des piro'ducteurs
par St!phane Gingras
Depuis le printemps dernier St-Laurent
Grands Lacs Unis participe aux audiences
publiques sur la gestion - des matieres
r6siduelles au Qu6bec. De l'incin6ration'a
1'enfouissement en passant par le
surconsommation,.les audiences ont et6

d6clench6 par le ministre de 1'environement
afin d'evaluer tous les aspects relies a la
gestion des d6chets solidest Allant de ville
en ville, les cinq commissaires nommes pour
enqueter dans ce dossier ont collect6 les
co mentaires et les questions de la popula-
tion du Quebec.

Nous sommes maintenant dans la phase

de pr6sentation des m6moires. St-Laurent
Grands Lacs Unis pr6sente un m6moire sur
la responsabilit6 des producteurs de biens de
consommation. ,

L'id6e maitresse de ce concept est
d'accroYtre la responsabilit6 des producteurs
vis a vis les biens qu'ils mettent en march6.
Pour implantar .cette id6e nous proposons
quatre mesures concretes:

4 L'6nlargissement de la consign a tous les`
contenants de boissons ainsi qu'a d'autre
bien comme les appareils 6lectroniques et
les produits domestiques dangereux.

4 Une taxation 6cologique qui ferait la pro-

motion de produits moins toxiques.
4 Un systeme d'6tiquetage rouge, jaune et

vert pour les produits domestiques
dangereux qui indiquerait la toxicit6 des
produits pour la sant6 humaine et les
6cosystemes.

4 Une version modifiee du syWme point
vert Allemand pour les emballages pour
permettre un,plus grand reryclage des
emballage aimi qu'une diminution des
emballages.

Pour une copie du document, version
fran~aise settlement svp contactez le bureau
de Montreal: (514) 933-0262.

Extended responsibility for consumer-goods makers
by Stephane Gingras
Since last spring Great Lakes United has
been participating in Quebec's long-term
provincial hearing on solid waste. The hear-
ing has been called by the Qu6bec environ-
ment minister to look at every aspect of the
solid waste problem, from incineration to
landfillingtooverconsumption. Going from
town to town, five commissioners appointed
to investigate the issue have been collecting
questions and comments from the popula-
tion of Qu6bec:
We are now in the presentation phase of

the hearing. Great Lakes United has elected

to present a brief on "extended producer
responsibility."

The main idea of this concept is , an
increase in producer responsibility for the
fate of the goods they sell. To implement
this idea we are proposing:
4' Ane xtended deposit system forbeverage
containers, household hazardous products,
and electric appliances
4 An ecology taxation system that pro-
motes cleaner products
4 A green-yellow-red marking system for
household hazardous products based on their
degree of toxicity to humans and ecosystems

(as proposed by the British Columbia gov-
ernment)
4 A modified version of the German "dual
system," with green and red dots on packag-
ing that indicate whether a product is recy-
clable or not recyclable.

For a copy of the document, which is in
French, please contact the Montreal office.

Le renflouage
du Irving Whale
A.la fin de juillet cette ann6e une 6quipe de
300 experts internationaux ont r6ussi a
soulever 1'6pave du Irving Whale cette barge
qui contentit des-BPC et des huiles lourdes.
La barge coulait a plus de 220 pieds de
profondeurs dans le golfe du St-Laurent it y
a de cela 26 ans lors d'une temp6te.

Les environnementalistes de la region
avaient exig6 des autoritds canadiennes que
Thuile et les BPC soient pomp6s avant de
souleverl'6pave afin d'eviter une catastrophe
environnementale en cas de bris de celle-ci..

L'6pave contient 7.2 tonnes de fluide
chauffant contenantles BPC et environ 3100.
tonnes de mazout apres qu'environ 1000
tonnes se soint echapp6s de l'6pave au cours
des 25 dernidres ann6es.

Les rejets del'6pave menacaientl'industrie
des p6ches de la region ainsi que les plages
des Iles de la Madeleine.

An English translation. is in the brief section.
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to present a brief on "extended producer 
responsibility." . 

The main idea of this concept is an 
increase'in producer responsibility for the 
fate of the goods they sell. To implement 
this idea we are proposing: 
19' Anextendeddepositsystemforbeverage 
containers, household hazardous products, 
and electric appliances 
19 An ecology taxation system that pro­
motes cleaner products 
19 A green-yellow-red marking system for 
household hazardous products based on their 
degree of toXicity to humans and ecosystems 

(as proposed by the British Columbia gov-:-
ernmerit) _ 
19 A modified version of the German "dual 
syst~m," with green and red dots on packag­
ing that indicate whether a product is recy­
clable or not recyclable. 

For a copy of the document, which is in 
French, please contact the Montreal office. 

Le renflouage­
du Irving Whale 

'Ala fin de juillet cette annee une equipe de 
,300 experts internationaux ont reussi a 
soulever l' epave du Irving Whale cette barge 
qui contentit desBPC et des huiles lourdes. 
La barge coUlait a plus de 220 pieds de 
profondeurs dans Ie golfe du St-Laurent it y 
a de cela 26 ans lors q'une tempete. 

Les environnementalistes de la region 
.avaient exige des autorites canadiennes que 
1'huile et les BPC soient pompes avant de 
soulever repave afin d'eviterune catastrophe 
environnementale en cas de bris de celle-ci .. 

L'epave contient 7.2 tonnes de fluide 
chauffant contenantles BPC et enviro,n 3100 
tonnes de mazout apres qu' environ 1000 
tonnes se soint echappes de repave au cours 
des 25 dernieres annees. 

Les rejets del' epave menacaient1'industrie 
despeches de la region ainsi que les plages 
des lies de la Madeleine. 

An English translation. is in the briefs section. 
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Dra,gage dAa  voiemaritime du St-Laurent
par Stephane Gingras

Le port de Montreal et la garde.c6tiere
canadienne sont promoteur d'un project

qui vise a draguer les hauts fonds de la

voie maritime du St-Laurent entre

Montreal et Cap  la Roche. Ce projet

prevoit enlever 350,000 metres cubes de

sediments. Le port de Montreal a

presente une etude d'impacts -qui

conclue que le projet a des impacts

mineurs. Mais en realite le

projet presente plusieurs

problemes. Le plus im-

portant probleme, notre

avis, est le deversement des
sediments preleves dans

d'autre partie du fleuve St-

Laurent I ce qui peut occasionner la

creation de nouveaux sites toxiques..

Un autre important probleme est le

manque de donnees adequates et

completes sur le niveau de contamina-

tion des sediments que 1'on se propose

de draguer en particulier dans le secteur

du Lac St-Pierre. Le dragage des'

sediments remet inevitablement ceux-

ci en suspension. Ainsi le niveau de
contamination determine la technique

de dragage a employer.

Selon le porte'parole du Port de Mon-

trial, M. Michel

Turgeon les
operation de-
vrait debuter

cet automne.
Le Port et
la garde

O.

c6tiere soutiennent qu'ils

fait -. toute les consultation
necessaires entre Montreal
et Quebec.

La motivation principale

to une augmentation de revenus nets de 200,000$

par voyage. Le traffic des containers qui augmente

depuis les Sept dernieres annee a Montreal est
selon le port 1'industrie dontla croissance

est la plus forte! Montreal.

~o Le dernier espoir pour modifier ou
retarder le projet semble etre la.tenue
d'une audience publique par 1
gouvernement federal: - La loi
canadienne de protection de
1'invironnement. exige la tenue
d'audience publique qui pourrait
etre conjointe avec le provincial.

Le nouveau ministre de
1'environnement federal a utilise son

P

ont

est Dien sur d ordre
economique. Le port de
Montreal est le plus gros port
au Canada en terme de traffic
de containers. Le projet per-
mettrait aux bateau de contain-
ers de transporter 260 container
supplementaires ce qui represer

ouvoir discretionnaire pour
surseoir a la tenue d'audiences

publiques. En cotre partie,
le ministre de 1'environne-
ment.du Quebec ademande
une revision de 1'etude
d'empact et .la .tenue
d'audiences publiques.
Nous attendons tous la
reponse de M. Marchi vis a

vis cette demande.

Poorly planned dredging of the St. Lawrence proposed
by Stephane Gingras
The Port of Montreal and the Canadian
Coast Guard would like to. dredge the shal-
low spots in the St. Lawrence River from
Montreal to near Quebec City. This will

require the reomval ofan estimated 350,000
cubic metres of sediment.

The Montreal port has conducted an
environmental impact assessment that gives
the proposal a dean bill ofhealth, but in fact
the proposal has a number ofproblems. The
most important of these include the plan to
dispose of the sediment.in another part of
the river, which could leave a toxic hot spot
in whatever place is chosen.

Anotherimportantproblem is inadequate
testing of the degree of toxic contamination
in some ofthe sections ofthe river scheduled

for dredging, particularly the Lac, St. Pierre
area. Dredging unavoidably stirs up sedi-
ments, and heavily contaminated sediments
must be dredged differently and more care-
fully than less-contaminated ones. .

The port hopes to start the work this fall,
according to port spokesman Michel
Tourgon. The port and the coast guard have
been conducting information sessions on
the dredging proposal in communities be-
tween Montreal and Quebec City.

The main motivation for the project is
economic. The Montreal Port is the biggest
container port in Canada. Dredging the St.
Lawrence will allow container ships to carry
260 more containers than they do now,
translating into an increased revenue of
$C200,000pertrip. Container traffic, which

has risen annually for the last seven years, is
Montreal's fastest-growing business.

The last avenue for modifying or halting
the project is a federal hearing on the pro-
posal. The Canadian Environmental Pro-
tection Act requires a public hearing, but in
this case it can be a joint federal and provin-
cial hearing, since the Canadian Constitu-
tion grants federal jurisdiction over all
waterways.

The new federal environment minister,
Sergio Marchi, has decided to use his discre-
tionary power to avoid the hearing.
The Quebec environment minister, David
Cliche, has called for a revised impact study
and a joint provincial federal public hearing.
We are now awaiting Marchi's response to,
this request.
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par Stephane Gingras , 
Le port de Montreal et la gardecotiere 
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has risen annually for the last seven years, is 
Montreal's fastest-growing business. 

The last avenue for modifying or halti~g 
the project is a federal hearing on the pro­
posal. The Canadian Environmental Pro­
tection Act requires a public hearing, but in, 
this case it can be a joint federal and provin­
cial hearing, since the Canadian Constitu­
~tion grants federal jurisdiction over all 
waterways. 

The new federal environment minister, 
Sergio Marchi, has decided to use his discre­
tionary power to avoid the hearing. 
The Qyebec environment minister, David 
Cliche, has called for a revised impact study 
and a jointprovincial~federal public hearing. 
W~ are now awaiting Marchi's response to, . 
this request: 
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GREAT LAKES EVENTS

The Ohio Lake Erie Conference
will bring together concerned citizens, re-
searchers, and state and local officials to
discuss the latest Lake Erie and Ohio shore-

line issues on September 25, 1996, in To-
ledo, Ohio. Topics will include the lake's
fishery, the benthic community, and Ohio
shoreline wetlands; For more information
call (419) 245-2514.

The Assembly of First Nations
is holding "Strengthening Mother Earth—
The Environmental Challenge," December
10-12,1996, in London, Ontario. Confer-
ence speakers will include Ovide Meruedi,
national chief-of the assembly, and Henry
Lickers of the Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne. The twenty workshops include
sessions on human health effects, fur har-
vesting, habitat conservation, First Nations
environmental knowledge, "Environmental
Assessments for Megaprojects," water moni-
toring in remote communities, and "Map
pingTraditional Lands." Conference events
will include a trade exhibition-, a poster dis-
play, environmental awards, and a tradi-
tional supper with music by blues, artist
Murray Porter. For more information call
the assembly at (613) 241-6789..

The Second Biennial State of the Lakes

Ecosystem Conference (SOLEC) will
'take place in Windsor November 6-8,1996.
A basinwide gathering sponsored by the
U.S. and Canadian governments, this year's
conference will focus on "the state of

nearshore aquatic and terrestrial ecosystem.."
For more information contact Harvey Shear
in Canada at (416) 739-4704 or Paul
Horvatin in the United States at (312) 353-
3612. Comprehensive information is also
available on the Worldwide Web at http://
www.cciw.ca/solec.

International Beach Cleanup Day
is September21,1996. The NewYork State
chapter of the American Littoral. Society
will coordinate thousands of volunteers in a
day-long beach cleanup along ocean and
island beaches and waterways: Call Barbara
Cohen at 718-471-2166 to volunteer.

The Canadian government is sponsoring

Connexion '96, a conference to"bring
together business, labour, academic,
environment,andgovernmentleaders to dis-
cuss key priorities and challenges facing our
country" in environmental issues. The con-
ference will be held December 5-6,1996, in
Ottawa, Ontario. SpeakerswillincludeMin-
ister ofthe Environment Sergio Marchi and
Thomas Homer-Dixon, an authority on
environmental. security. For more informa-
tion call (800) 505-8860 or-(613) 723-6043.

The 1997 'Great Lakes Student

Summit will be held May 15-16 in Buf-
falo, New York. Students in grades five to
nine and their teachers from Great Lakes
and St. Lawrence basins will showcase their
research projects, go on field trips, and at=
tend workshops related to Great Lakes is-

GLU opens Chicago office.
Great Lakes United hasopened a new office
in Chicago's Loop. Field Coordinator Scott
Sederstrom, who was working in-Ann Ar-
bor, Michigan, will now coordinate Little
Zeros campaigns and Clean ProductionTask
Force activities from the birthplace of urban
electric blues— and the home of two of the
world's most storied baseball teams.

"Being in Chicago provides Great Lakes
Unitedwith apresence in the western Great
Lakes Basin, gives us an opportunity to
coordinate our work with Illinois and Wis-
consin member groups, and establishes GLU

in the largest city in the Great Lakes Basin,"
said GLU Executive Director Margaret
Wooster. Great Lakes, United recently
gained membership in the Environmental
Fund of Illinois, a cooperative workplace
giving campaign.

The new office is located in the office of
a longtime GLU member group, Citizens
for a Better Environment, at 407 S. Dearborn
#1775, Chicago, .Illinois, 60605. The new
phone number is (312) 922-3567; the new
fax number is -939-2536. Scott can still be
reached by email at sederstrom@igc.org.

sues. For more information please contact
Tina Preston -at (716) 858-8555,
ecdep@moran.com.

The conference"AtMospherie Depo

sition to the GreatWaters"willbe
held October 28-30,1996, in Niagara Falls,
New York. Among the thirty-six consecu-
tive sessions (you don't have to miss any of
them) will be reports on the Lake Michigan
Mass Balance Project, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency's "Great Waters"
studies, "Seasonal Pesticide Emissions from
Agricultural Lands," and analyses of atmo-
spheric deposition of numerous individual
substances, including mercury and PCBs.

International Joint Commission U.S.
ChairThomas Baldiniwill speakthe evening
of October 29. The day before the confer
ence, attendees may take.a day-long course
on atmospheric deposition or a half-day-
long course on integrating air lessons in
middle and high school curriculums.

The conference is presented by the U.S..
EPA, the Air and Waste Management As-
sociation, and the Great Lakes Center for
Environmental Research and Education,
located at Buffalo State College, the very
same school that is home to Great Lakes
United's main office.

Costs of advance registration for non-
members of the association are $325 for the
conference, $410 for the atmospheric depo-
sition course, and just t 15 for the curriculum
course. Student nonmembers can go to the
conference for $70. For more information
fax the association at (412) 232-3450.

Save tye date./

Great -Lake's United
Annual Meeting

May 30—June 1,199.7

Hamilton,, Ontario
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Basinwide efforts have
the power to inspire

Some readers may remember the Remedial cial Great Lakes environmental matters and
Action Plan workshops held by Great Lakes in educating the public to'these issues.
United all around the Great Lakes about ten Chemical industry representatives at the
years ago. meeting challenged the notion ofsunsetting

I was on the Buffalo River Remedial. in general and the recommendations on chlo-
Action Plan committee at that time, so I rine in particular. They predicted a devas=
attended aworkshop GLU conveniently held tating loss of jobs around the Great Lakes if
on Buffalo's waterfront. Presentwerepeople the production of chlorinated compounds
from the Hamilton Harbor and St. Lawrence, was regulated. Labor groups objected to the
Fox, Rouge, and Grand Calumet River Ar- jobs versus environment trade-off, and called
eas of 'Concern—all of them citizens who for pollution prevention to protect worker
were already launched into well-developed health and safety.
campaigns to monitor and restore their be- Citizens' groups coordinated,by Great
loved rivers. Lakes United were prepared with riveting

The workshop was inspiring and em- testimony for the commissioners. They
powering. I took away the crucial lesson that conveyed the magnitude of pollutant load-
RAPs are about much more than dredging ing to the Great Lakes by calling attention to
contaminated sediments. It was a lesson some of its results—like the toxic accumula-
many of us on the Buffalo River RAP com- tion in the St. Lawrence River's beluga
mittee took to heart as we went on to orga- 'whales, which is so great that beluga bodies
nize the Friends ofthe Buffalo River, which that wash up on the river bank must be
is still going strong. Like many other Basin disposed of as hazardous waste.
grassroots groups, the Friends was spawned - They then proposed solutions, including
by the findings and ideals of the RAP and by a step-by-step timetable for sunsetting chlo-
GLU's cross-fertilizing activities. nine in paper bleaching and in PVC and .

Great Lakes United is a coalition, so for pesticide production, areas where alterna-
many years I was less aware of the organiza- tives to toxic production already exist.
tion than of the growing chorus ofvoices'for . The testimonywas to the point, optimis-.
the Great Lakes it helped orchestrate. Three tic, practical. It was a group effort. It was
years ago I came with a three-van contingent proactive in the face of the numbing list. of
of adults and kids from Buffalo to the Inter- obstacles.
nationalJoint Commission's biennial meet- - This is what the collective effort that is
ing in Windsor. The stage for a meaningful Great Lakes United consistently does.
dialogue among the many Great Lakes in- As GLU's newexecutive director, I would
terests was set by the IJC's groundbreaking like to acknowledge our board, our staff, our
Sixth Biennial Report, which called for zero coalition members, and all ofour newsletter
discharge ofpersistenttoxic chemicals. Since readers for their commitment to a healthier
half of the 362. known chemicals , in the Great Lakes. The work we are doing is not
Great Lakes are synthetic chlorinated or- -always easy, the results often unclear. How-
ganic substances, the IJC targeted chlorine . ever, I know from my own experience how
and its compounds as the first candidates for important Great Lakes United has been and
sunsetting. continues to be in moving the agenda for-

Our cover story on the IJC's desire to end ward, from international planning to the
its biennials is especially saddening to me, grassroots action.
because the 1995 meeting seemed so suc- I am honored to be a part of it.
cessful in both broadening dialogue on cru- Margaret Wooster
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Great Lakes United is a coalition, so for· pesticide production, areas where altern a­
many years I was less aware of the organiza- tiv:es to toxic production already exist. 

, tion than of the growing chorus of voices' for The testimonywas to the point, optimis- . 
the Great Lakes it helped orChestrate. Three tic, practical. It was a group effort. It was 
years ago I came with a three-van contingent proactive in the face of the numbing list of 
of adults and kids from Buffalo to the Inter-obstacles. ' 
national] oint Commission's bi.ennial meet- This is what the collective effort that is 
ing in Windsor. The stage foi' a meaningful . Great Lakes United consistently does. 
dialogue among ~he many Great Lakes in- AsGLU's new executive director, I would 
terests was set by the I]C's groundbreaking like to acknowledge our board, our staff, our 
Sixth Biennial Report, which called for zero coalition members, and all of our newsletter 
disCharge of persistent toxic chemicals. Since readers for their commitment to a healthier 
half of the 362. known chemicals. in the Great Lakes. The work we are doing is not 
Great Lakes are synthetic chlorinated or- - always easy, the'results often unclear. How­
ganic substances, the I]C targeted chlorine . ever, I know from my own experience how 
and its compounds as the first candidates for important Great Lakes United has been and 
sunsetting. continues to be in moving the agenda for-

Ourcoverstoryonthel]C'sdesiretoend ward, from international planning to the 
its biennials is especially saddening to me, grassroots action. 
because the 1995 meeting seemed so suc- I am honored to be a part of it. 
cessful in both broadening dialogue on cru - Margaret Wooster 
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These Lakes Are Your Lakes

by Johnny Biosphere
to the melody of Woody Guthrie's "This Land Is Your Land"

These lakes are your lakes. These lakes are my lakes
From the Long Point marshes, to the Nipigon highlands

From the Michigan sand dunes to the Thousand Islands

These lakes were made for you and me.

And there beside me, in those clear waters
Came Summer breezes and Autumn colours
And Winter snow storms and Springtime flowers

They said, "These lakes were made for you and me."

Above Niagara, I stood in wonder
At the rush of water and the roar of thunder
And way down under, I heard her whisper
"These lakes were made for you and me."

The sun was shining, white clouds were drifting
And eagles soaring, and rivers throbbing
And fish romancing, the whole Earth dancing
These lakes were made for you and me.

These lakes are your lakes. These lakes are my lakes ,
From the Long Point marshes, to the
From the Michigan sand dunes to the
These lakes were made for you and m

Pw10 Borkowski

These Lakes Are Your Lakes 
byJohnny Biosphere 
to the melody of Woody Guthrie's "This Land Is Your Land" 

These lakes are your lakes. Theselakes are my ~akes 
From the Long Point marshes, to the Nipigon highlands 
From the Michigan sand dunes to the Thousand Islands 
These lakes were made for you and me. 

And there beside me, in those clear waters 
Came Summer breezes and Autumn colours 
And Winter snow storms and Springtime flowers 

. They said, "These lakes were made for you and me," 

Above Niagara, I stood in wonder 
At the rush of water and the roar of thunder 
And way down under, I heard her whisper 
"These lakes were made for you and me." 

The sun was shining, white clouds were drifting 
And eagles soaring, and rivers throbbing 
And fish romancing, the whole Earth dancing 

. These lakes were made for you and me, 

These lakes are your lakes. These lakes are my lakes 
From the Long Point marshes, to the Nipigon highlands 
From the Michigan sand dunes to the Thousand Islands 
These lakes were made for you and me. 

Paulo Borkowski 
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"These Lakes Are Your Lakes" I 

Unless someone like you, Cares a whole awful lot, Nothing is going to get better, It's not/-The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss 

Sure! Some body's got to care! Sign me up as an: 

D Individual member-S25 D Family member-S35 D Sustaining member-S50 
D Library subscriber-S50 D Organizational member-S25* or S100 

·annual budgets of 115.000 or 1m 

All members get a year's subscription to the GLU newsletter--four issues. 
Organizational members may designate 2 additional subscriptions and 'Vote at the annual meeting. 
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