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Minister Bradley Releases Toxic Control Program

A new pollution control program to pro--

tect Ontario’s waterways was issued in a
White Paper in June by Environment Min-
ister Jim Bradley. The program, entitled
“Municipal-Industrial Strategy for Abate-
ment,” or “MISAT will tequire monitoring

-and effluent limits for industrial dis-
chargersof toxics and munrcrpal sewage
treatment plants.

Five key features to MISA are outlined
in the White Paper: (1) Major polluters, in-
cluding the eight industrial sectors that

_ comprise 200 of Ontaric’s 300 direct dis-
chargers, will be required to cut back; (2)
The effluerice of municipal sewage treat-
ment plants will have to comply with new
regulations; (3) A cap will be imposed on
the absolute amount of contamination

by Jennifer Ott, Editor/Organizer, GLU

each source may discharge; (4) each direct
discharger must meet standards attainable
by the best available technology (BAT);
and (5) each industrial and municipal sec-
tor will be periodically re-examined to see
if further reductions are appropriate.
MISA may place undue early emphasis
on BAT which, in the United States, has
not provided adequate protection of the
aquatic resource. Additionally, the effluent
of 11,700 of Ontario’s 12,000 industries will
not be regulated directly by MISA, but by
already beleagered municipalities that will
be responsible for' pollutants from up-
stream. Another aspect of the program
which has drawn some criticism is that
regulations require each industry to
monitor its own effluent for a wide range

Corps Inaction Threatens Ohio Wetlands

The US. Army Corps of Engineers
recently refused to claim jurisdiction when
a marina developer destroyed 40 acres of
wetand along the Lake Erie shore in Otta-
wa County, Ohic.

The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) in early September
negotiated a $100,000 settlement with the
Green Cove Development Corporation
for ruining the wetland by filling it for
condominium and marina development.

On August 15, ODNR filed a civil ac-
tion not only against the Green Cove

Development Corporation but  also-

against the US. Army Corps of Engineers
when the Corps refused to claim jurisdic-
tion-over the wetlands. under the Clean
Water Act. "

The Corps-insisted it did. niot have
jurisdiction to issue a Section 404 dredge
and fill permit even though it accepts
jurisdiction-over the land surrounding the
~ site on three sides
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Jm/n Us!

. United! Together we can protect and promote our
common treasure—the Great Lakes Basin.

Consequently, the Corps has refused to
require Green Cove to obtain a permit
before filling the wetlands for condos. As
a result, the developer began to fill the

wetland without a permit in early August
1986.

- In the civil action, the ODNR sought
an injunction to stop further destruction
of the wetlands. However, the action
resulted in tremendous political pressure
being placed on the agency by developers
to counter support shown by the Ohio En-
vironmental Council and sportsmens
groups '

Before the development took place, the
area was. managed as marsh habitat for
waterfow] or water was pumped out to
allow farming. The future -of valuable

" wildlife habitat is in jeopardy in other

parts.of the Great Lakes if the Army Corps
of Engineers continues to abdicate its
responsrbrlmes for protectlng wetlands.
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of contaminants. The self-monitoring pro-
gram will be supplemented by the Ministry
and will involve some spot testing, but
some environmental groups have express-
ed concern at the extent of the Ministry’s
activities. The first monitoring regulations
for the petroleum and organic chemical in-
dustries will not be in effect until
mid-1988; by 1989, the first new effluent
limit regulations will be introduced for
municipal sewer discharges.

Once a comprehensive database has
been built up, abatement programs will be
tailored for each individual discharger.
Development of this data base is critical,
although the proposed data collection
goals should be expanded and data collec-
tion should be initiated immediately.

It is not clear how much, if any, public
participation was involved in the prepara-
tion of the White Paper. Minister Bradley
is encouraged to include citizen and en-
vironmental groups in all upcoming phases
of the development of MISA, including
the technical committees meeting prior to
the plar’s implementation. It is during this
part of the process that interested groups
should have input into risk analysis, priori-
ty setting and other factors which are so
important to the program. Only through
emphasis on water quality and the elimi-
nation of toxic discharges - rather than on
BAT economically achievable - will MISA
have its most beneficial impact on the

Great Lakes/St. Lawrence River ecosystem.

Water Quality

Summit to be Held

The Center for the Great Lakes will
host a summit meeting on the 1978 Inter-
national Water Quality Agreement in
Detroit, Michigan on November 17 - 19
1986. The program will feature presenta-
tions from governmental, private interest
and citizen representatives involved in the
review of the agreement. Great Lakes
United will be presenting its preliminary
findings from its 19 citizens’ hearings on
the future need for a strong International
Water Quality Agreement.

The Great Lakes Water Quality Summit
presents an opportunity for the entire
Great Lakes community - government of-
ficials and citizens alike - to review
progress, confront issues, share ideas and
motivate collective action toward con-
tinued and strengtheéned U.S. - Canadian
commitment to the quality of the lakes.
For further information on the summit
and how to register, contact Mike
Donahue, Center for the Great Lakes, 435
N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1408, Chicago,
IL 60611 (312) 645-0901.

Acid Rain
Partnership

In July, “Consensus Recomendations”
were released by the Acid Rain Partner-
ship (ARP), which is co-sponsored by the
Ohio Environmental Council and the

New Hampshire Task Force on Acid Rain. -

The partnership was designed to replace
disagreement over this issue with construc-
tive discussions and debates.

Volunteers were chosen from a wide
variety of professions, and many had op-
posing views on how to deal with the ques-
tions surrounding acid rain.-After an

information exchange between partici- -

pants from each state, negotiation between
the delegates led to five main recommen-
dations: (1) begin a national program to
deal with acid deposition and related air
pollutants; (2) require technology to allow
for competitiveness of high sulfur coal; (3)
balance control costs between the public
and emitters; (4) encourage reduction of
emissions through a system of incentives;
and (5) include a key role for conservation
in maintaining emissions standards.

“The Partnership has shown that this air
pollution problem is more than statistics
and figures. The recommendations keep
Ohio miners at work and protect the en-
vironment for our children at the same
time, said Vincent Lucido, a United Mine
Workers official and ARP delegate from
Beallsville, Ohio.

It is this kind of initiative that may push
lawmakers to legislative action. As it
stands now, the Acid Rain Control Bill
(H.R. 4567) is faltering in the House, and
it does not look much better for acid rain
legislation in the Senate. Write your

-representatives!

Senate Environment

Committee Endorses

Wetlands Bills

A bill that would provide the Interior

Department with several million dollars

every year to buy swamps, marshes, and
other valuable wetlands was approved by

the Senate Environment and Public Works -

Committee on August 12. The Emergency
Wetlands Resources Act, S.740, would
raise money in a number of ways. For one
thing, entrance fees would be charged at
selected National Wildlife Refuges. Also,
the price of duck stamps (which waterfowl
hunters must buy) would be raised over
the next several years from $7.50 to $15.00.

Before the Emergency Wetlands
Resources Act can be voted on by the en-

tire Senate, it also must clear the Senate

Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

At this time, unfortunately, that commit- -

tee has no plans to take action on the bill.
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Thomas Meeting

Continued from page 1

Thomas further emphasized:

1. His support of the Great Lakes
Amendment to the federal Clean Water
Act;.

2. His support of expanded Great Lakes
research programs;

3. His support of expanded EPA public
participation programs and of insured
public involvement in the development of
remedial action plans or clean-up activities
for toxic “hot-spots” in the basin.

As the meeting came to its conclusion,
Mr. Thomas, while not committing him-
self, said he would consider meeting with
US and Canadian citizens of the Niagara
Frontier in Niagara Falls sometime this
winter. The diversity of participants closed
the meeting with a revived hope of a
positive federal response to the needs of
the Great Lakes-St.
Ecosystem.

As the citizen representatives left the
August 7 meeting, there was agreement

Lawrence River

that the eight-month campaign to seek an
audience with Administrator Thomas was
well worth the effort. Follow-up to the
meeting has already begun with Niagara
Frontier citizens setting up monthly to bi-
monthly progress report sessions with EPA
field staff. Great Lakes United, through its
Water Quality Hearing Project, will assist
EPA in contacting interested parties for
citizen advisory panels on remedial action
plans in the Great Lakes.

Now that we have heard the honest,
dedicated and committed words of Ad-
ministrator Lee Thomas on Great Lakes
water quality protection, the true litmus
test will be the future direction of EPA
regional and field staffs activities. If EPA
programs are designed to work toward the
elimination of toxic contamination to the
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Ecosys-
tem, then Mr. Thomas’ commitment stret-
ches beyond the offices of Washington,
DC. If not, it is our role to ensure the En-
vironmental Protection Agency is heeding
to the Administrator’s leadership.
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