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1p the Great Lakes $as4 as in other parts cif (tic country and the world, toxic contaninants impact

our health and cotr m,urrity in seemina1y subtle ways. Unfartunatcly; k's L11010 contaminants arc

dumped an&ecked into the system the iinpacts are dispersed more broadly and 
become more

difficult to correct.

It is our belief that while canvLurrdtlental problems have typically been 
isolated from other issues by

decision-makers, they impact at least four facets of our cunlrntuuity. lisese include education,

health, public safety and economics. More serious attention must be given to how lurgc a rulo the

condition of our ecosystem plays in the condition of our com mdniiy. the 
connections must be

clearly made between our actions and behavinrs and their impacts over the lotsg-term.

The Gmt IAA LCa&r&Wp Network, a cc lit on of orpnizations, Will initiate 3 long-terra Network

to integrate environmental stewardship into societal and 
economic decision-making in the Great

Lgke.s Basins. It will be a catalyst to building alliances between a wide. spectrum of groups and

associations that share a common interest.

The Net-Work will tdrgcs leaders acaosa the Great lakes Basin 
who are working to improve. p6blie

health, build a sustainable eeoniomy, and improve edUCdtivrt 
and public safety in their communities.

In other words these individuals are working towards a "sustainable society," 
This will be a bi-

rnational effort. It. will work to identify atad provide evidence of the links between the 
environment

and the various sectors of our communities. Tn addition, these activists wail work 
with others in

tlrcir conununity to integrate the Network's recarnvwndhtions into the mninstrearn policy 
and

decision-making processes.

Every day some other bad stews substantiates our growing cortctrtt. most rec envy was the finding

of a correlation between Dl; F levels in breast tissue with breast cancer and the link between dioxin

in 
bleached 

tampons with 
endometriosk 

in women, 
Other 

shidirc indicate that toxic. 
contamination

influences children's development and matricts their abilities to learn at norms rates, 
and the rising

costs of 
health care 

seem to 
correspond with tint rising 

n,utnbcr and 
variety of 

environmentally

related 
health 

problems around the 
Great iAkes Basin.

Additionally,. economic 
issues and 

ptwerty of women and 
children cam. 

of  be ignored. 
Local

economies of scale: could enable 
woolen to 

foster 
community 

deve.1n.pment and community

ecoatcamics 
which will 

Ick,d tv healthy 

self-sufficient 
cco uarlties 

throughout  the 
Basin. We all

realize that 
children are the 

future 
problem solvers of 

our 
wmmtrnitics and 

educators feel 
a great

responsibility to provide 
them with 

adequate training 
:or the 

future. From 
the 
perspective of health

professionals the: 
menhirs' community lacks a 

sophisticated 
awareness of 

envirotmehtal 
health issues

and 
hacks the skills 

and resources 
necessary for diagnosis 

and treatment of persons 
with illnesses

caused by 
contaniluated 

environasents.

Histo

rically, 

the 
decisions for the, 

panes taker] in 
building 

our 
communities have been 

priiutaily

based can narrow economic 
grounds laid 

out by male 
dominated 

committees. 
Despite increased

reco 
itian of the 

need for new 
policies whicb promote sustainable 

societies, 
surprisingly little

progress has been 
made by po iicy 

makers in 
crafting concrete 

strategies 
to address the 

shoal trek of

sustaining the 
environment 

and prumutlug 
social and 

economic 
bottcrMent. With 

a traditions of

cooperation and community 

involvement, women Can 
be a 

powerful furor for 
cl'ange and can

provide the 
orgatrizing skills 

and leadership 
necessary to 

accomplish 
concrete 

environment and
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In the Ureat Lakes Basin, as in other paltS uf tbe country and the worl~ toxic cont.aminallts impact 
our health and commm:rity in seemingly subtle ways. UnfOnu.Datc::lyi idli wore contaminants arc; 
dumpe.d l.n\ch~c1ced into the system the impacts are dispersed more broadly and become more 
difficult to correct. 

It is our belief that whil~ cIlvin:mmcntal probleMs have typico.Uy been isolated from other issues by 
decision-makers, they impact at least four facets of our cuIWllunity" Those include educntioll, 
health, public safety and economics. More serious attention must be given to hOW]BI~ it rule:; the 
condition of OUf 1'.C(l~y~t.em plays in the condition of our commllnity. The connections must be 
clearly mnde between our actions and behavior!> and their impacts over the long-term. 

Tl'x: Great LUc8l.AdcnhipN"twork, a coalition of organizatiorts, will initia.te a Ions-term NeWtork 
to integrate environmental stewardshi.p into societal and economic Ikdsion-ma.king in the Great 
Ulke.s Rasin. It will be a catalyst to bmlding alliances between a wide. spectrum of groups and 
associations that share a emnmon interest. 

The Network win targl:;;t IcadeTh a~roS5 the Great u.lkes Bi1Sin who are working to improve puhlic 
health, build a sustainable economy, and improve euucauul\ and public safety in their comm1,lnities. 
In other words these individuals are working towards a "sustaUlable society,HThis wm be a bi­
national effort. It will work to identify and provide evidence of the links between the environment 
and the various sectors of our communities. T n ~ddition. these activists will work with others in 
Lhd .. community to integrate the Network's recomrnendationlil into the m::l inl!.tre am policy and 
decision~maldng processes. 

Every day some other bad news substantiates our growing concern. Most recently was the finding 
of a correlation between DDE levelili. in breast tissue with breast cancer and the linkbetween dioxin 
in bleached tampoD.& with endometriosjs in women, Other snld~" indicate that touc. contamination 
influences chjklrt:n'~ development and f'C:ltncu their abilities to learn at normal fates, and the rising 
costs of health care seem to correspond with t~ rising l1umber and variety of environmentally 
related health problems around the Great Lakes Basin. 

Additionally, economic issue, and pow.rty of women and children cannot be ignored. Local 
economies of scale could enable women to foster cOlllmunity development a.nd community 
economics which ",,111 lead lu healthy self-sufficient communities throughout the DaRin. We aU 
realize that children are tile future problem solvers of our oommwlilics and educatOI~ feel.a great 
responsibility to provide them witb adequate training for the future. From the perspective of health 
professionals the rnerlic:;\l C'J)mmunity lacks a sophisticated awareness of environmental health issues 
al1d la.cks the skills and resources necessary for diagnosis and treatment of persons with illnesses 
caused by COIlUilllluated ellvironments. 

Historically. the decisions for the paths taken il'l building our communitIes have be~n prinu:tl'ily 
ba~d on narrow economic grounds laid out by male dominated committees. uespite increased 
r~coS"itjon of the need for new policies whirh promote sustainable societies. surprisingly little 
progress ha~ been made by policymmrn in crafting concrete strategies to address the rlm~l ta.~k of 
sustaining the environment amI pruwutiug social liDd eoonomic bcttcto'lent. With a tradition of 
cooperation and community involvement, women can be a powerful {mIX [or cbange and can 
provide the organizin~ skills and leadership necessary to accomplish concrete environment and 
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develnpme.nt objectives.

The exclusion Of women from effective participation in polity-ntakirzp forams has at lest twoserious consequences: it prevents the fi,11 range of women:s c onccr.ns from being adequatelyunderstood and addressed; and it ignores the considerable skills which women can briny t® hapingsustainahie society. With the e~ccels of we
involvement in co 

cncn and children more urgent than ever, theirraarrrtaaaity acticart ,snore prevalent and a d'in embracing new ~ and 90veratmr:rst at all levels t trdyg pulicies, the time is both 40t and critical fits a proWam to r~wmbil~ andcMpuwcr Women to promote sustainable and equitable environmontall stratethem, and to cooperate in realizing them. gics, to advocate for

The Network wili develop a "blue print for cummunity leaders 10 fallow+ as they make decicir ns onthe future of their "piers" of the eCos ts;ni, Within five or teat years are hope to have strongregional policies in place based on Maintaining a healthy ecosystem as well as a. healthy ecunsny.
In addition, there will be a leadership development c ®niponeut 

to 
aid art~ciclearly, confidently, faet~aaily and effcctiveiy ill ~ardt:s w li~lit~llCe poolic~r clta~es~ to ~~}ecosystem problems. The leadership development contpotteai of this eannlyAigta wiJil Provideparticipants with lwuwledge; and skills to be influential on policy-maldng at the coymgmtueiand regional levels. They will then take the message back to their r~~aatin n t spreadIt across the basin through grass tnOIL4c organizing, media relatio ,1, and communications withgovernment agencies anti ekeeted official&

The Network will ma" tahl.cummunicatiolus between cOmMunitics to ensure effective and efficientimplerDe11taation of the overall program

'l'he agenda and program will lr, produced in a deport and dimnalttatcd tai organizers anmakers arminrt the Basin. Includod in the acpw will also be a c 
d decisidn-

ek gist to guide coffimU~tyheaders in successfully implenaellting the Network's program.

'i` TWO FACT,' FINDING MEBUNG&

We are iooijng s1weifically for wramOen who am knowledge ble in a particular area, and who ranprovide "evidence" of the Unks discaassed in the above suni mr~. Where women we are happy to take the next best thug - children, 1 mean merle 
are not able to identify

These first two =etings will consist of hrainstorming to clearly idetftafj the links between theenvironment and the nasty other pieces of out societies. 'Wc %ill ate, discuss what the facture mayhoW in terms of new information. It is critical that the people participatingmeetings have spccifit inf®rixaastiuu to offer, In other wards, we wiil be count On these indiviti esalsto.providC us with the "proo'e' of links for presentation to the hall Network in August, 1994. llt4rlterethere is no good 7nf®rYnation sup€ orting our as<s? smptions of links, we must identify those gaps aswell.

The first nnecting will be, held in Dcti-L4 , Michigan from December 10-12. WC Will convert net
D`"Lu1?c' 10 at 3•00 pm and adjourn on December 12.and noon. Scholarships are, available forfunding assistance, so please contact Kathy Bero at 414-271-5859 for more information,
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deve torment objectives. 

The excl u~iun of women from effective participation in policy-making forums has a~ It:ast two serious consequences: it prevents the fun range of women'lI concerns frum being adequately understood and addressed; lI'Ind it ignores the considerable .skills wlllchwomen can bring to. shaping a sustainable ~ociety. With the needs of \Numen and children more urgent than ever,1neir involvement in community a,tioH mure prevalent and expanding. and government at all1evels tardy in embracing new pulicies9 the time is both right and critical for a prog.-!lm to mobifu:t: aJlQ cmpuwcr women to promote sustainable and equitab!e environmentnl :ltrategiclI, tu advocate for them, and to cooperate in reaJizing them. 

The Network \IoJ-.i1! develop a "blue printli for wmmunity leaders 10 follow as they make de.cmions on the future of tbeir "piecetl uf the ecosystem. Within five or ten yearN we hope to have strong regional polkitis in place based. on maintaining a healthy e"-OSystem as. well as abcalthy econlJID.y. 
In addition, there will be a le~dership development co1'llponeaL to aid participants in spe.aking clearly. confidently, factually and effectively .ill urder to influence policy changes to resnlve ecosystem problems. The wade;::n;Wp development component of this camIlHign will provide participants witll kuuwle«lgeand skills to be influential on policy-mAking at the community , $tate and. re:giumd levels. They will then take the message hack to their 0\lVJl communities any spread It across the basin through grass root." organizing, medin rellltion:~, au~ communications with government agencies ancl elected officials. 

The Network will maintauLcommumcatioDS between communities to ensure effeetive and efficient implementation of the overall program. 

The agenda and program ~in lv, produced in a report 8l1d disscminalc;u to organizers and decision­makers around the Basin. Incillded in the !CPOfL will also be a check list to 2\.1ide commumty 1eadersin successfully implcQleliling the Network's program. 

We are looking specifically for women whQ arc knowk:dgl:lbk in a particular area, and who can provide l'evidence" of the links dis{;US~d in the above summary. Where we are not able to identify women we are happy lu take the ne)rt besttbing - children, I mean men. 
These first two .meetings will consist of hrainstorming to clearly identify the links bt:tween the environment and the many other pieces of oW' societies. We fi'l1) ab;u Uiscuss what the future may holr1 in teTrn~ of new infotmUtion. It is ~itical that the people participating in these first two meetings have spccifje infoUlual.iun to offer. In other words, we will be counting 011 these indiviclllals toprovju~ ws with the "proof' ot links for presentation to 1be full Network in August, 1994. Where there is DO good infonnation supporting our assumptions of links, we must identify those gap! as . well. 

The first meeting will be held ill Detroit, Michigan from December 10..12. We will convene fin De~wt/C., 10 at ~:OO pm amI aajourn on De~mber 12. and noon. Scholarshi~ are aw.l1able for funding assistance, so please contact Kathy Sero at 414-271.5Q~9 for more information. 
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