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Dear Ms. Genier |

-_ We are wrltlng to you in response to your mvrtatlon for comments on the Gurdelmes

. Respect/ng the Use of the Minister of the Environment's lnformatlon Gather/ng Powers

under CEPA '99 The lnst|tute s comments are as follows

SECTION 1: Notlces Requestmg lnformatlon other than for the Natlonal Pollutant

K Release Inventory (NPRI)

The Institute supports the general dlrectlon of these gwdellnes However efforts to

~ gather information from existing sources, both. inside and outside of Environment -
‘Canada need to be qualified by what is a reasonable effort.in the circumstances, and
- consxderatlon of the speed with Wthh information that may-be avallable from’ other

- sources can actually be obtained-in a useable form by Environment Canada. -

Consideration must also be given to the completeness of information available from
other sources, its quality and reliability,-and how up to date it may be. Where-
information available from other sources does not meet these criteria, the.use of

"ihnformation gatherlng powers under CEPA to provrde a complete rellable and up toQ N

- date dataset rs approprlate

' SECTION 2 Notrces Requestmg lnformatlon Related to NPRI

" Environment Canadas proposal regardlng requests for lnformatlon related to NPRl are

. reflective of discussions within the Ad Hoc Working Group on the NPRI. The overall

. approach proposed by the Department for general additions to the NPRI is supported.

Limiting the involvement of other government departments/agencies to those who may -

_have an mterest in the mformatlon belng collected is supported as opposed to the h
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general inclusion of agencies, such as industry Canada who have no. role in decrsron-
makrng regardrng NPRI and are not users to the- information.

However a different approach should be taken with respect to the addrtron of
‘substances to the NPRI.which are: found to be "toxic" for the purposes of CEPA,;
identified as being persistent, bioaccumulative and inherent toxic to human belngs or .
other organisms through the screening of the Domestic Substances List under section
73 of the Act; under review by the Minister as a result of a decision by another

jurisdiction to-specifically prohibit or substantlally restrict a substance under section 75

of the Act; or placed on the Priority Substances List (PSL) under section 76 of the Act.

In partlcular Envrronment Canada should -adopt a polrcy that a substance be
automatically added-to the NPRI, with a reporting threshold appropriate to capture -not
' less than 90% of facrhty releases or transfers of the substance when

* . a statement is made by the Mmrsters under section 77(6)(b) mdrcatrng that they
‘ intend to recommend that a substance be added to the Lrst of Toxrc Substances
under Schedule 1; o .

* a substance is rdentlfred as belng persrstent broaccumutatrve and rnherently
- toxic to human beings or other organisms through the screenrng of the Domestrc' '
-Substances List under section. 73 of the Act; -

* a substance is under review by the Minister as a. result of a decision by another
jurisdiction to specrfrcally prohibit or substantrally restrict a substance under |
sectlon 75 of the Act; or : :

o a substance is placed on the Pnonty Substances Lrst under sectron 76 of the Act
i the case. of substances WhICh are proposed for Vlrtual Elrmmatlon under section -
77(4), the reporting threshold should be "any release or transfer" from sectors rdentlfled :

as being srgnlflcant potentlal sources of releases or transfers of the substance

' These steps would srgmﬂcantly strengthen the role of NPRI'in the: management of toxlc
substances. NPRI listing would identify substances to industry and the public as being ‘

- priorities for reductions in their use, generation, release and transfer, provide a basis

- for the prioritization of the implementation of preventative and control measures, and
provrde a foundatron for the evaluation of the effectlveness of those measures.
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The Institute would be please to answer any questlons WhICh you mlght have regardmg
~ our comments on these matters S

Yours sincerely,

'Dlrectoro Research .
~ Anne Mltchell
rExeeutlve Dlrec‘ror

cvc: Cynthia erght Dlrector-General Strateglc Prlorltles Dlrectorate Envnronment
Canada. .
Vic Shantora Dlrector-General PolIutlon Preventlon and Toxics D|rectorate
Environment Canada _
Steve McCauley, NPRI.
Francois Lavellee, NPRI.
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