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Nutrient Management Act and 
Environmental Protection 

hat protection  fur-the environment  was 	 
ined from the Nutht-nt Nfailagement Act 

and what was not 



Primarily nutrients 

• Not surprisingly, 	given 
regislation, itdeals priman 
phosphorous_and nitrogen,_which are 
environmen a concerns-as•nutrien s 

e le isla   n 	rec 	at 	a 	ens 

e name o 
with 

n some 	cases 	there 	e 	m ffect ene its 
for athogen 	and 	chemical contamination 
control  from the 	N.M.A 



Not a direct response to 
Walkerton  

he Nutrient ana ement c was un er 
events t 

WàikëTtdh 

lthoughit  was  escri e  as p 
ove 	ent's Walkerton  response, it was 

intr d d inzthe middle ofThe W lkert 
heatin s, 	before the ake on 	repo 
were 	issued by 	 Justice 	 onnor 

discussionlong  	beftlie tra 



Limited legislation 

mon   s main concerns,  as  
highlightectin_aur submissions 	to the 
government bo h written 	briefs and in 
submissions to t e-standing committee prior 

assage of  the-Act was that it 	was 	"s e 
islation with all-of 	the implementation 

etails-awaitingTegulation 



Lack of integration 

	

e 	 o er main concern 	at 	that time, was 

	

at 	passing the le islation before the 
Walke 

os oppo unity o-ensure 
akfr.esse.ci  t e relevant issues 

arising from  the alkerton In iry 	re orts 
recommen ations 

here would 	be ameed 1 r o amend he 
ct for co.ns.is.te ncy.w.ith.th.e 

recommendations 

represente 
-was compreted_ 



Source Protection 

	

e need for integration ote 	 u rien 
ana erne-a-Act with Source Pi-oTection 

legislation, once 	the latter is adopted 
remains a ey-concem 	 

o nor eco en e arm 
water rote tion lans7 h re 	h 1 
would haveconsistenti h source 
protect-on plans-in areas of vulnerabili 
water sources 



Don't want inconsistent planning 

• In ad
.. rcI.iE.Li ot.rrirrcit1e concerns of 	e 

laming 	thatfarmers ex ress, CELA is 
concerned that nu nen manag men 

plannin consisten i source 
lannin an t at a rove 

lans under-the nutrient 	 management 
systems allow Or source protection plans 

protection 



Planning must be integrated 

CEL 	a rees at  arms 	 must 	do eir 
laming for nutrients and their planning for 

source protection gether, in an en egrated 
manner 

is ho e must  ziii. i..jt.i.tJ. e source p otection 
legislation and possibt 	a. ....e. .idI Sm. 11th..eI 
Nu tient_Man emen Act orits re ulation 
as well as fu her-consultations wi h the 
a ricultura community 



How source protection 
framework dealt 	with NMA 
e Source  ro ec ion ramewor 

r 	ommended that in vulnerable ar a , 
municipalities and conserva 1011 au horiti 

e given tools 	to ad ress issues even where 
covere 	t eNutrient ana ement 	 

In that case, the 	NMANsall have to be 
amehdectto allow for those powers 



NMA Regulations limited 

 	regulations have now been 
assed, they are ve limited in sco 
overing only new_and expanding farms 

now, 	largest 	as de 	me 	nutrien 
units arms 	over t e-next 
As a result,notonly NM ptaimin 	b t 
many. ofthe other provisions 	iii he NMA 

gulations don't apply 	to most 	arms 	in 
ntario 

• 



Examples 

   

   

           

           

	

or exam le, t e rules 	for 	w inter 	s rea m 
and buffers around streams_don't a 	t 
most 	farms be se they 	don't have N 

an. 	requiremen s 

remains 	to 	 be 	seen 	when 	 other arm 
ver d, d t hat-extent -- the 

*nce_ap ointeUdNutrientMa 
dviso Committee on which 	I si 

W1 

consi er e -issues 

   

   



Other issues 

so  no a  ress...ed.are c emica fe izers, 
stormw ter_runoff, 	pesticid 
u e and fuel m agement_and -ammonia 
loadm s 

ome 	of the 	e i sues wil be a dresse 
the nutrient anagemendvis 
committee bu several Will have to_ 
addressed under Is 	or° her 
measures 	 



How to fill gap 

• In the meantime, mumciparby-laws mus 
continu to filrtht-ga 1 ft bythe la 
overage of he N 
n a 	ition,source 	protection planning wi 
ave  t  consider whether 	ev 	e 	level  o  

protection_that the NMA would have 
es ablished is available in their watershed 
and what 	more has to be done under source 

rotection nian.S 



Bios°lids 

n addition, there were new 	regulations 
ertainingio biosolids 	application to land 

bu hese rulesmnly 	apply fanns_tha have 
nu rien mana ement plans 

s a result t e 	 rovi ce t rou 	 
nistry_of Environmentis no en ged in 

a separa e consultation on amendme ts to 
biosoli s regulations under heir 

rocess 
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Size matters? 

or now, t e resu t is t  -at  o etennine  
which rules 	apply 	 in a range 	of nutrient 
managementissues, he_firs 	issueis 

er 	armAs-Govere by e 
not 
3-00 nutrientunits, the 	 size definition 	for 	the  
lar e farms to e 	covered in he 	next year or 
two, represen very large 	arms 



Most not covered 

os 	arms, w et  er measure 	 o al 
number of farm , or b total amount f 
produc ion, are not presently 	covered by he 

....jn.c.lud.es  fa. ms 

tern of partial 
rovmcial regulation and-pa 	munici a 
gulation until 	and 	he 

arms 

complex 

exten 	to cover t e rest o 
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en  we made submissions 	during the 
Walkerton art II meetings andin writin 

garding Bill 	suggested:that 
er o 	ricul ure-was estplace 

t eir nutrie 
mister 

workwit armers to develo 
mana ement 	plans but tha  he  

nvironmen was etter placed-to dea 
enfo 

Plan development versus 
enforcement 



Public input 

uring ctevelopment 	of 	e  
Mona ement Act, CELA aervocatectihat it 
be prescribed under 	the 1-41,nvironmen al Bill 

s an /or---that-therebe o ort.nity 
ut  rior to 	 approval o- 

	

na ement 	 plans  	
,the NMA and s r lations d-o 

ar provide for these o o unities 



Appeals 

we advocate that the 

c ion 1 ns be ta en o 

n enera 	w en ea 	m 	with environmen 
rot ti n statut 

ropria e appeal tribunal 	is h FRY- 

arly, Or source protection;-w ic 	 
o 	 e eve-loped, 	the Framewor 

recommends that appeals of source 



Will be even more critical 

e remainin utrient  anagemen 
regulations_are developed• as 	sour 
pro ection planning i§—developed, and 	as 
farm wa er pro ection 	plans are velope 
t e 	s 	role as a eal o 	 m roa o 

e related legislation will re uire a 
r.( ug 	owledge  o all 	these legis 

quireme ts and o  	y 	 t 
to et r   	 



Assessing the Nutrient 
Management Act 

• ith 	 the regulations passe so ar, e 
Nutrient ManagementAct is of very limite 
value o environ_mental protection 

ea s only wi a po on of 	the 
agricultural 	activity 

re ulations are-aimed 	at 	phos horous 
nitrogen, 	notat 	bacteria, protozoa 	and 

vi  ses, 	nor non-nutrient contaminants 



Assessing the NMA cont. 

utrient managementplanning_will 	not be 
nsistent, ev within th sam watershed, 

because of  inconsis en appfica ion 

A. 	ustice O'Connor noted, nutrient 
management plans 	"do 	not necessariltakey  
into 	consideration watershe s s cific 
information." 	 



Assessing the NMA cont. 

an 	ac wities are not 	yet 	dealt 	 wit 	 or 
m st farms, 	including 	basic nutrient 
management„stream_buffers, 	winter 
Spreading 	and inclusion o iosoli s 
nutrient lannin 

 	inuct-o-ntall arise f 
he 	lication of the NMA regulations 
he ew and expandin and 	Far arms 



Assessing the NMA cont. 

owever,_ where 	that 	protection  is from 
at 	s or othernon-nutrient 

contaminants, it wabe incidentaLbecause_ 
e provisions dealing  with-containmen 
rs---, inter  spreading 	and biosolids-, 	an 

n 	because those 	issnes-are-the-direet-foeus- 
o e-  egislation 



Looking Forward 

• will continue o a 
utrient Management Adviso Committee 

andmin thel&)urCe-ProtectionTfimework_ 
development 	and will advoca e 	strenuous 
or an integrate ap roac 	at not onl 
eals with 	nutrients,  ut also w 	at 
n o e contaminants  
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