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ENVIRONMIUTAL LA7 ASSOCIATION

RATICHMALE FOR BEGINNING

The employment of legal remedies is a vital and indispen-
sable weapon in the fight for environmental quality.

Private actions through the courts, either against the
acts of government agencies or in pursuit of private recress, have
been the hallmark of our political system. Enllgntenea lealslatlon
is often preceded by a long histcry of litigation. .

Even the most comprehensive legislation cannot anticipate
every potential public or private interest. Furthermore, acminis-
trative agencies vested with the power to protect the environment
often become too single-minded or too sensitive to particular politi-
cal pressures and gencralliy become too overworked to deal agccuately
“with individual ccmnlaints. :

Private litigation provides a check on government activi-
ties as well as a stinulus for enlichtened legislation and government
decisions. The availability of private lltlUuthH is a long stanuing
traditional safeguard of individual rights.

TIE PEOPLE

The Environmental Law AaSOClathﬂ (ELR) is composed of
volunteers mainly from the lecal con wunltv lntcr sted in QeVblODlhﬁ
Environmental Law. The governirn
tives from the Bar, law facultie

¢ body of ELA consists of representa-
es and the general rublic.

OPERATION

- ELA is an independent orxganization nproviding legal
assistance in the cormmunity and servicing corplaints from The
Canadian Environrmental Lav Research Foundation that could not be
renedied without legal action.

OBJECTIVES

The ceneral objectives underlining any decision of ELA
to initiate lecal action are: '

1. To generate anC establish lecal precedents wiich vwill make
lecal senctions concerning the environment more meaningful
ané easier to employ. -



2. To hichlicit th e 1rﬂ1ic:ti ns ¢f certain covernrent cescisions
ﬁ

ulate covernrent acsncies inundated with routire work

utinize vith corecater care the effects of their activities.

4, To nrevide s»ecific reredies for nrivate and nublic wrongs in
-circurstances where such relief is ctherwise unavailable.

PARTICIDATTON

TLA needs the holp dividuals and crouns to rake it
ffective.A 2ny. citizen wav sup»o the rSSOClithP by beconino a
arbar. The effectiveness of the cociation’s role in attacking
environmental »roblerz ln ccurt or before administrative aaen01eo is

directly r;latea to tAe size of its. rerbpr;hln.
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HELP PROTECT OUR RIGHTS TO A CLEZN 1D} N OYABLE ENVIRONMENT.
JOIN THE FIGHT FOh EY VIPONVaJTDL QUALITY
BECOI!E 2 IMEIMREP OF TEL ENVIRONMEWTAL LAY ASSOCI2ATION

DO IT nwoOv.

-BENMUAL YMENBERZEIP
Acdults $10.00
Students $ 4.00
Send merbershin feecs to:
Environmental Law 2Association,
Ramsay Wricht Puilding,
25 uarkord Street . ’
Toronto 181, Cntario.

Telephone: 92&-7155.

Env1ronnv“tal Lav Hews’, puklished € times per year.
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