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HABITAT 

ISSUES 

AND 

OPTIONS 

H abitat for fish . birds and other 
wildlife has beeD degraded or losl 
in the SL LaVrrence bel llrea of 

concern. This pamphlet describes how 
this has happened and discuS&eS options 
for dealing with the problem. 

The St. Lawrence River is Doe of the 
ric best wildlife babitats in Onluio. 
supporting many species of plants and 
animals , including eame fish and 
waterfowl. This abundance form .. the 
cornerstone of tourism and recreation in 
lheatea. 

Cbarlottcnburgh Marsh and Baiosville 

~~:rear.!tbr:ri~et~a:u~d ttr:r ~~idle5~ 
species or fISh and wildlife. Another hlfge 
wetland lies along the soulh shore in and 
adjacent to the Mohawks of Akwcsasne 
Reserve. 

Aquatic plant beds in the river also 
provide valuable habitat liS do wetlandh 
located in the watersheds dnining inttl 
tbe St. Lawrence. 

Historicolly. construction of the 51. 
Lawrence Seaway cbanged wetland!. IllJd 

eliminated many reds and shoals that 
sustained aquallc life. 

Today, development of wetlands for 
residential . commercial and agricultural 
USC' is a major concern, as is the combined 
effect of many small shoreline projects. 
Construction of docks, cunals. retaining 
walls and agricultural drains can degrade 
walet quality and alter flow pattern",. 
causing erosion and siltalion problems 
and dam aging habitat such as (jlh 
"pawning areas. 

Seaway traffic and nalural wave action 
also cause erosion. For example. natural 
wave action erodes Point Mauillee. 
adjllCt!m 10 BaiMville Bay. at the rate of 
about I to 2 meues per year. 

An additional concern is the effect on 
babitat of chemical pollution. an issue 
outlined in other pamphIeL'\. But dealing 
with riyer pallulion will nol in itself 
pmiClVc Ihe valuable wildlife hahirats of 
the Cornwall area of the SI. Lawrence . 
Pmlcelion againM phyo;ical damage and 
gradu.l10M of habilal must accompany 
poUution control efforts. 

HABITAT 
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Options thai add~ss habitat issue .. in 
the SI. Lawrence River area of 
concern have h~n developed and 

arc now being evalualed. 
The proposed action!!. aim 10 protect 

habitat that is not degraded, rehabilitate 

~!~!~~~, ~a:jt~~~ro~~~~~~i~~:i~~Slll~~ 
construding new babitat features. 

i1l~f~~~ns :~::~~~c~ eki:~ingw:~lt~!d~ 
developing management agreemenl!'; with 
landowners and regulating municipal land 
use. 

Cooper Marsh Conservation Area is an 
e!tamplc of .I partnership in which all 
level .. of govfmment worked with private 
agcncies and local individuals 10 protect 
this portion of Charlonenburgh Marsh by 
means of public owncNhip. 

Wetland:. I.;an .. ho be rcMorcd . by 

~i~~lli~~~n~e~!~I~;':vdat~irv~fs ~~~art .. ~~)r 
Shoreline areas need protection 10 

preserve fi~h bahilal by preventing erosion 
and siltation. Private landowners can he 
encouragcd h) u!>e environmentally 

=k~a=~~~~=O~I;o:!-~ 
can be substituted for solid relaining walls. 

* ----

Government regulation if. one option for 

~~::n~:~i.nfe:~~;~i~:e n~~~~Tura~=~ · to~ 
dacb arc buill and whether vegetation 
can he removed from !>hun:lincs 

Governmcnt programs dealing willi 
shorelme erosion are already under way 
in some areas. Tbest': programs can be 
expaoded or new ones created. In 

~~tJ~il~n'I~~~i~:~::i~tt!~io~upro~! ~~t 
projcC'ls. 

In rural areas. farmers can be 
en~ouragcd to limit emsion by leaving a 
slnp of vcgetation alc:mg the sides of 
drain!; ano fencing hve~tock oul 01 
waterways. 

of ~h~i~i~~r~~hi~i1soc:rr:;:=:~~~.t:~ 
di~u~d in other pamphlet!>. 

Thb pamphlet is a very brief Mammary 
of the many habilat i~~ue~ and options 
being eyaluated . To oblain more 
informal Ion. call Ih e Corn .... all RAP. 
Environment & Energy Ontario. 1-800· 
267-0974. 

We invite you 10 comment on any of the 
options o utlined here by attending 
opcnboll5CS or public meclin&$ 10 be held 
in the ComwaU area. 

_ ~_d_to--JI,.." 

Du.a_oI_ ........ 1W") 0--
HABITAT 

OPTIONS 


