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' COMPREHENSIVE CLEAN WATER REGULATION
FOR ONTARIO’S PULP AND PAPER INDUSTRY

“Environment Minister Ruth Grier today released a: comprehensive clean: water -
regulauon targeting a wide. range of substarices. from Ontario’s 26 ‘pulp and paper mills,

including organochlorines. New, stringent limits- will greatly reduce those chemicals that pose 5

.~ a threat to human health and the environment.. Ontano s goal is for a zero drscharge of
’ organochlonnes by 2002. . ‘ . <

S . "We must safeguard health. More than 30 mllllon people, 6. mllhon in Ontano, N
~ depend on the Great Lakes for their drinking water. The Great Lakes can no longer sustam
o thrs kmd of toxic. overload Mrs Gner sald ' Y _ 4

Pulp and paper mllls are responsrble for more than 90 per cent of the organochlonnes -

o _?—’a family of chlorine-based chemicals that includes known cancer—causmg agents == "
;.drscharged into the Great Lakes and Ontano s waterways

"To protect the Great Lakes ecosystem ‘our. econormc and commumty well—bemg, we‘

~ must act now. This pulp and paper regulatlon is both progressive and practical. By .
_eliminating organochlorines in stages, we have addressed.industry’s requests for practlcal '

- nmeframes and long-term certamty so it can plan for 1ts future mvestments Mrs Gner i

sa1d

In rts 1992 report on the Great Iakes the lnternatlonal Jomt Comrmssron stated that .

' organochlonnes are "dangerous to the environment, deleterious to the human’ condmon, and -

~ can no longer be tolerated in'the ecosystem, whether. or not unassallable screnuﬁc proof of
L aciite or chromc damage is umversally accepted " S

. "Pollunon preventlon is the foundatton for. thls new clean water regulauon added

‘Mrs.. Grier. "It furthers the Ontario government's commitment to- the Great- Lakes Water
Quality Agreement s prmcrple of zero drscharge of permstent toxic- substances. -This includes -

 the bmatxonal Lake Superior program which is designed to protect the- integrity of our largest

; great lake. The clean water regulation will help meet the goal of the Remedial Action Plans L

in the erght toxlc hot spots around the lakes. affected by pulp and paper mlll pollutlon

"In addmon to. srgmﬁcant reducﬁons the pulp and paper mdustry is requrred to plan

-4 for the elimination of chlorine. It will lead Ontano into the 21st.century with cleaner water -

by elrmmaung some toxic substances and’ reducmg others by close to 100- per cent w1thm
three years " Mrs. Gner added. . : . _
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Natural Resources Mrmster Bud Wlldman sa1d ' "We recogmze the challenge th1s new
Y_regulatron poses for our forest industry. We will be drscussmg with them how to develop

. new technologies to meet those challenges We must work together to ensure the

: V;-envrronmental arid economic sustalnabrhty of our 1ndustry, our resources and our
communities. ' : '

All four categones of- pulp and paper mills (lcraft sulphrte/ mechanical, corrugatmg, . |

de—mkmg/board/ﬁne papers/tlssue) must meet the limits proposed in the regulation for all- -

] - substances: Compared to"1990, a number of substances will be reduced dramatrcally by Ll
c 1995 mcludmg o B , _ , e

. chloroform 96 per cent reductron '
. phenol, 88 per cent reduction , e
" . Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD), 84 per cent reductron
. toluene, 83 per cent reductlon : _ .

“The government understands that thlS isa. period of transrtron for the 1ndustry asit .

‘restructures for: sustamabrlrty and moves towards a greener future. We wrll continue to work .
o with compames “Indeed, we will enhance our support as they research new technologres and :

- new processes Mrs Gner sard

“The regulatron 1ncludes lrmrts that must be met by 1995 for the followrng substances
‘ Brochemrcal Oxygen Demand (BOD), total suspended solids, total phosphorus, chloroform,

toluene, phenol, 2,3,7,8-TCDD (dioxins) and 2,3,7,8- TCDF (furans). Discharges from pulpr'

- and paper mills wrll also have to meet a strmgent toxrcrty test: the wastewaters must be safe

L enough for ﬁsh to survrve ‘

.. ~In_ a‘ddrtron, the limit of"or’ganochlorinedischarge for the eight kraft mills, measured

by AOX *, is set-at 1.5 kilograms/tonne of pulp by Dec. 31, 1995 and at 0.8 kilogram/tonne .

- of pulp by Dec 31, 1999. In order to achieve the goal of zero drscharge of AOX by 2002,
the kraft mills must also submrt AOX Ehmmatron Plans to the government under the .
followrng schedule : L ‘

h - : ’"mmal AOX Elrmrnatron Plans to be produced 6 months after regulatron is e

.~ - passed
- interim plans by Dec. 31 1995 and
L ﬁnal AOX Ehmmatron Plans by Dec. 31, 1998

All kraft mills in Ontarro are currently operatmg at levels below the 2.5
kllograms/tonne lrmlt of AOX as requrred by exrstlng control orders ' :
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S ‘The draft limit regulatlons whtch were developed through a consultatlve L
- process that began in- 1986 under the MISA program (Mumcrpal/lndustnal Strategy. for -
. Abatement), are avallable for a 60- day pubhc comment and review perrod .

, Copres of the D' ft Effluent Limi | i ; -
- #2100) and supportmg techmcal materials including backgrounders and reports (see attached

" list) can be obtained by callmg the Mrmstry of the Envrronment’s Public Informatlon Centre |
at (416) 323 4321 ' - _ . oo

X AOX Adsorbable Orgamc Hahdes an a.nalyttcal method for measuring all organochlonnes collectrvely rather ) : o

- than mdmdually Organochlormes are a famrly of carbou-based compounds bound by chlonne atoms

~ ‘FOR MORE INFORMATION

L Madeleme McLaughlm (416) 323-4443 Communlcatlons Advrser to the Mlmster

-+ Joyce McLean (416) 323- 4364 Mlmster s Ofﬁce e

: '. "Gerry Merchant (416) 323 4333 Pubhc AffaJrs and Commumcatmns Serv1ces Branch

*** version. francaise. disponible
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: -

o Dnft Development Document For_he‘P 1’, nd Pay tor Effluen Limit ~ . .
B@g&L&LZSOPages ' : ‘ I ,

L 'Report descnbes the steps mvolved in- the development of limits for the Pulp and

" .Paper Sector-and contains the draft regulation and the background techmcal
o 1nformat10n used to develop the draft regulatron ' _ -~

e .

o The protocol descnbes the role and responsrbrlmes of the drscharger in preventmg S
- contaminants from escaping through stormwater runoff and the requ1rements that must;n -
be followed in. conductmg a stormwater control study S :

= ,:,_6 fProtocol for SamplmpLand Analvsls of Industrlal/Mumcmal Wastewater 150 pages

. Outlmes procedures to be followed by 1ndustry when samplmg and analyzmg effluent -
: under MISA regulatlons ' , _ . o :

. f-;'BAC‘KGRT'QUND MATERIAL

o 5'. ~Clean Waters for Ontano Mumcmal/lndustnal Strategv for Abatement Overvrew, - o
(PIBS #2100) 4pages L S

Clean Wi te;'_ké 'ulati:'onf P It andPa r Sector, 8 pages o

R P
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