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INTRODUCTION

The Capadian Environmental Law Research Foundation (CELRF)

The Canadian Environmental Law Research Foundation (CELRF) is a non-
profit, charitable corporation founded in 1970 by a coalition of
scientists, envirommentalists, and lawyers who believe that the law

can be used to protect and enhance our environment. They are convinced
that environmental quality can be encouraged through the implementation
of existing legal remedies and through the development of legal reforms.
They know that preservation of the enviromment depends upon the involve-
ment and support of the public in environmental issues and decisions

and this means participation.

Such participation must not be defined solely in light of government
objectives. By presenting alternatives to the public on environmental
issues CELRF uses due process to involve people, to decrease alienation,
and to work to enhance our envirommental quality of life. To this end
CELRF sponsors legal research projects and ﬁfovides information on
environmental civil liberties to citizens who have environmental problems.
If extra-legal procedures fail to solve the citizen's problem then the
Foundation may refer the complainant to the Canadian Environmental Law

Association.

The Canadian Envirommental Law Association (CELA)

The Canadian Environmental Law Association, founded at the same time as

CELRF, works closely with the Foundation on its environmental objectives.




Most of CELA's projects with the exception of litigation activities, are

sponsored by CELRF.

In less than three years CELA has progressed to the point where it is
recognized as an extremely effective ombudsman acting on behalf of
citizens concerned with their environmental rights. Fraser Kelly says
that CELA
"is now coming of age as one of Ontario's more effective
pressure groups — in the best semnse of that term... (CELA
has) done a great deal to extend environmental law and

prod govermment agencies at all govermmental levels."
(Toronto Star, October 15, 1973)

CELA has been effective and merits support. It is, after all, the largest,
most effective, and only national environmental legal organization in

Canada.

Public Support

In their brief history, CELRF and CELA have achieved a high degree of
credibility and a remarkable amount of public support. For example,

Honorary Directors of the Canadian Environmental Law Research Foundation

include:
Dean Harry W. Arthurs Dr. Pierre Dansereau
Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto Scientific Director, Centre de

Recherches Ecologiques de Montreal.

Andrew Brewin, Q.C., M.P.

Ottawa Professor D. Paul Emond
Faculty of Law
Dr. Ralph Brinkhurst, Biologist Dalhousie University, Halifax

St. Andrews, N.B.
* Professor Lorne Giroux

Dr. Donald Chant, Chairman Faculty of Law
Department of Zoology Laval University, Quebec City
University of Toronto




E.A, Goodman, Q.C.
Toronto ‘

Ron Haggart, Producer
City T.V., Toronto

Hon. Ms. Judy LaMarsh, Q.C.
Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto

Dr. James Lorimer, Publisher
James, Lewis & Samuel, Toronto

Professor Greg Morley, Director
Agassiz Center for Water Studies
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg

Walter Pitman
Dean of Arts and Science
Trent University, Peterborough

* newly elected, subject to confirmation.

Dr. Vivian Rakoff
Director, Post Graduate Education
Clarke Institute of Psychiatry, Toronto

Barry D.S. Stuart
Faculty of Law
University of Michigan

Professor Andrew Thompson
Faculty of Law
University of British Columbia

Professor Dixon Thompson
Faculty of Environmental Design
University of Calgary

Mr. Ron Veale, Barrister
Whitehorse, Yukon

Dr. Colin Woolf
Director, Trihospital Respiratory
Service, Toronto

Because the Canadian Enviromnmental Law Association carries out CELRF

objectives and actively pursues the legal resolution of environmental

problems, CELA is frequently in the public eye. Considerable encourage-

ment for CELA has come from many sectors: government critics use CELA as a

source of information and the government finds that CELA plays a construc-—

tive role in developing public support for creative legislation.

Citizens support us because we fight on their behalf, sometimes when no

one else will, within, of course, the obvious limitations of our budget.

We have attempted to make the business sector aware that we understand

the polycentric nature of the pollution crisis. We recognize that there
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