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SENT BY E-MAIL TO: RiskManagementPrograms@ec.gc.ca

To Whom It May Concern:
Re: PBDE Revised Risk Management Strategy

As follow-up to comments submitted separately in May by the David Suzuki Foundation,
Ecojustice, and the Canadian Environmental Law Association on the draft PBDE Revised Risk
Management Strategy, we are writing to bring to your attention information that has recently surfaced
about the potential widespread use of decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE) in plastic pallets used to
ship and store produce.

Information obtained by the U.S.-based Environmental Working Group indicates that major
players in the food industry are in the process of replacing wooden pallets with plastic pallets, which
may contain decaBDE. The National Wooden Pallet and Container Association (U.S.) claims that 1.2
billion wooden pallets are currently in use in the U.S. and that, according to manufacturer lifecycle
analyses, plastic replacements can contain as much as 3.4 pounds of decaBDE. The Environmental
Working Group has raised concerns with U.S. regulators that decaBDE used in plastic pallets could
contaminate fruits and vegetables as a result of standard industry cooling practices.

Assuming, as seems likely, that the transition from wooden to plastic pallets in the U.S. will
affect Canadian food industry operations as well, the reported use of decaBDE in plastic pallets
represents a potentially significant source not addressed by the draft Revised Risk Management
Strategy. This oversight should be addressed in the final Revised Risk Management Strategy and the
forthcoming “Phase II” PBDE regulations should prohibit the use of decaBDE in plastic food pallets.

Moreover, the potential for widespread use of decaBDE in plastic pallets underscores the
limitation of the draft PBDE Revised Risk Management Strategy, which focuses exclusively on the use of
decaBDE in electronic and electrical equipment. As expressed in our earlier comments, the proposed
restrictions must be extended to all non-essential uses of decaBDE in order to achieve the stated
objective of “minimizing [PBDE] release into the environment from all sources in Canada.” While the



majority of worldwide decaBDE production is currently used in electronic and electrical equipment, the
ongoing transition to plastic pallets now underway in the food industry — and similar shifts in the future -
could seriously undermine PBDE risk management in Canada unless a comprehensive strategy is
adopted to restrict all present and future non-essential uses of the chemical.

We hope you will be able to take this new information into consideration as you finalize the
PBDE Revised Risk Management Strategy.
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