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Dear Ms. ̀Cooper:

Recently-I became aware of a commentary on Bill 107, printed on the letterhead of
the Canadian :Environmental Law Association. The comments, appear under the
heading "Top 5 MYTHS ABOUT BILL 107: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW".

Unfortunately', your:FACT about Myth #1 creates and perpetuates a myth of its
own: Specifically, the statement reads:

"Indeed, privatization has already made inroads iri Ontario; York_ Region, ,
-for "example; has-already cast its lot with a British utility company and .a
private gas company for the provision of future water. supplies for projected
growth and development."

Despite .our concerted efforts to advise CELA and. other interested parties of the
truth; this myth persists. York Region is not, has not and- likely will_ . never

-,'contemplate, the privatization of its water supply.

r'The Region's recent positive experience with Consumers Utilities was based on a
,partnership whose. mandate was to find, evaluate and recommend a preferred

3 -solution;'for York Regions long-term water, needs. The project succeeded ,in

i 4 mee~tmg its objectives and,was.completed on time and on budget.

"in,a parallel indertaking;`ihe partriers, along with the. best available consultants,
examined.' whether there was the basis for on ongoing relationship and how: anyr.. _a.
such-,ar'rangement could be structured to benefit the. citizens of York Region. The
analysis showed:,that", in York Region's specific circumstances, the best solution
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, , .. ,'May' 2, 1997 ' 

Ms. Kathy Cooper 
Canadian Enviro'nmental Law Association 
·517.College St., Suite 401 
Toronto, Ontario 
,M6G'~2 " 

",nkarMs.Cooper: 

RecentlY·I beca~e aware of a commentary on Bill 107, printed on the letterhead of 
,the Canadian Environmental Law Association. The comrilentsappear under the 

,,'he~~ing "Top 5 MYTHS ABOUT BILLI07: WHATYOU NEED TO KNOW" . 

. , Uri(ortunatelYi your :FACT about Myth #1 creates and perpetuates a myth of its ' 
'O~fl. Specifically,.the statement reads: ' . . 

. ~ ~ : "Indeed, pri~atization has' already' made inroads in" Otita~lo;, Y ork_ .Regiop., ' 
: ,'for example, has already cast its lot with a British utility company qD.d;a 

'" ·private·g~scomp·any for the prbvision of future water supplies for projected 
','.. growth and' development." . . , ' 
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bespit~ourconcertedefforts to advise CELA and other interested parties of the 
',,' truth, this nlyth persists. York Region is not, has not ani likely' will never 

:',;~;:co~templatethe'.I?rivatization of its watersupply. '., ", 
~ . "';.. 'q' '. , ' " 

",?/i;"L~~'.;'~£~h:e' Region' s r~c~rtt:jJositive' e~perience with Consumers Utilities was based on a 
:4:~~',~~:~~~~~~~:t;i~ership w~ose I~\~~d~te was to find, evaluate and recom~en'd a preferr~d' 
>.~:?:<.,'~.:'~ol?jilon'/forYork RegIOn .oS long~term water· needs. The project succeeded In 
,"(;-..J1i,"i..-t, ll1eeti:r[g~!tsobjectivesand ,was. completed on time and on bu.dget. 
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'~:t; . .::. .. C;1!~l~ parallelilwJertaking;"tfiepartners, along with the best available consultants, 
", -'·:,:e~am,~~e.d,L~!i.eylijr there was th,e basis for on ongoing relationship and how, any 
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~: <sl!c£\afr .. fIJrgemEJ.iroould be structured to benefit the citizens ofY ork Region. , The 
analysis~§H$wed:;""t4It( in York Region's, specific circumstances, the best solution 
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'.>. '·'~~~:;i\1~.KathYCo~per" , . . May 2;' 19~)7" 
," Canap.ian. Environ~ental Law Association' ,Page2' .' , 
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" ";',:, ,: <.'WQuld'he a c.ontractualrelationship,in which Yo~k Regionw6uld :contractwith ' 
":;' " ":." '-Consumers Utilities' -- or any other competitive service provider -for speCific'" 
',' c.<":' ,-·(,~~~~vices.'<Min:ed~tail~on ~hese findings and recommendations 'are ',available' 
; ,., , • ~.':" :.; ,:,> "shou~d'youwishto review them. 
, '.: ~';- :', '.! .,.,- !'. - . '-., ~.' .' ". . . 

i~'>, ' , " ';. ,'::: ,"~To. rettirh,.t~ the myth, it is worth ~oting th~t, at no point was the surrender of . 
-;·':-:-~'.:.:,.':",Regi'Onal 'assets considered. Nor was the absolute,:right of:RegiOIlal.Counci( to '. 
.. \,J.>~'ebn:trof its wat~r systems and to set water rates ever examined: . : ", ' ", 
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',»T1i-~s;'rfind it hard to understand how anyone could conclude "pTiyatizatiOIi'~ '0,£ . 
t . water services had "made inroads" in York Region, or that the Region 'has "cast its ' ' .. ' . 
~ ... ', ',:. 'lot':; with anyone for the'provision of future water supplies. York Region's mandate, . 

.. ' 

. ', ',;,': ~< andcommitinent -: remains to provide the best quality water at the lowest 
. ' .-' . : ,,'po'Ssible. r'ates 'for our~itizens. . 

. '," ; ~:-. ~ ," .'~ ... 
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: ,;:: :,' I'~6uldapp're~iate it if you would stop 'any further spread of the "York Regi~n 
. , ~: 'pri~atii~tion myth;,' ahdm,ake eve~y effort to correct your pre~i(>us actions in this , .. ' " 
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~ Sincerely; 
.: '" ~ ~ ,,~. -,'. '. " 

J / ".' "\' • 

'-:':,;':~:, ,:5;£t/~ 
, ~';::.:". . 'Ala:n' P. Wens" . 

. " ',' "~'6hle.f:~dml~ist~ative Officer 
< .. ''- • '. ~ ,~; >: -- .\ .: ;. 
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