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Planning Committee for Toronto Cancer Prevention 'Task Force

Minutes of Meeting - June 3, 1997

Minutes developed from notes taken at the meeting held at the Centre for Health Promotion, 100
rnllege ,Street, Sujte 7.07, Toronto.

Present: Paul Fleiszer, Valerie Hepburn, Briars Hyndman, Maria Lee, Sarah Miller,
Iry Rootmae.

Regrets: Dianne Finkle, Jeanne Jabanoski, Jack Laidlaw.

Purpose of Committee - The Planning Committee has been formed to organize a one-day
forum on cancer prevention issues in metro Toronto. The objectives of this event are to:

provide a venue for key stakeholders (inc. representatives of health, labour and
environmental organizations) to discuss cancer prevention issues, using the 81
recommendations of the Ontario Task Force on the Primary Prevention of Cancer as
a point of reference;

identify and discuss.cancer prevention priorities in metro Toronto:

identify and discuss key cancer prevention initiatives in metro Toronto;

explore the possibility of establishing a Toronto-wide Task Force on Cancer Prevention
in accordance with the Toronto Board of Health's directive (see attached).

Purpose of Task Force - The purpose of the Cancer Prevention Task Force is to promote the
primary prevention of cancer within. metro Toronto by fostering action on the recommendations
outlined in the report of the Ontario Task Force on the Primary Prevention of Cancer_ The work
of the Task Force could include developing new cancer prevention initiatives, coordinating
existing efforts, monitoring and communicating progress on cancer prevention to the public and
advocating for public policies supportive of cancer prevention.

The membership of the Task Force will be intersectoral: potential members would include City
of Tuwuw staff, 1Cpir-sunwivcs hum labou , 4CiiweL, llealtli and GllvifUil ntaital uiganlLaUmis,
other metro Toronto health units, university representatives and community-based cancer
prevention advocates. Once established, the mission, process, purpose and terms of reference of
the Task Force will be finalized by its members.

06/11/97 WED 11:42 FAX 99712443 HCU/CHP 

Planning Committee for Toronto Cancer Prevention Task ~'orc:.e 

Minutes of Meeting .. June 3, 1997 

Minutes developed from notes taken at the meeting held at the Centre for Health Promotion, 100 
r.nlleee Street, Suite ?07, Toronto. 

Present: 

Regrets: 

Paul Fleiszer, Valerie Hepburn, Brian Hyndman, Maria Lee, Sarah Miller, 
Irv Rootman. 

Dianne Finkle, Jeanne 1abanoski, Jack Laidlaw. 

Purpose of Committee - The Planning Committee has been formed to organize a one-day 
fonun on cancer prevention issues in metro Toronto. The objectives of this event are to: 

provide a venue for key stakeholders (inc. representatives of health, labour and 
environmental organizations) to discuss cancer prevention issues, using the 81 
recommendations of the Ontario Task Force Oil the Primary Prevention of Cancer as 
a point of reference; 

identify and discuss cancer prevention priorities in metro Toronto; 

identify and discuss key cancer prevention initiatives in metro Toronto; 

explore the possibility of establishing a Toronto-wide Task Force on Cancer Prevention 
in accordance with the Toronto Board of Health's directive (see attached). 

Purpose of Task Force - The purpose of the Cancer Prevention Task Force is to promote the 
primary prevention of cancer within metro Toronto by fostering action on the recommendations 
outlined in the report of the Ontario Task Force on the Primary Prevention of Cancer_ The work 
of the TaskForce could include developing new cancel' prevention initiQ.tives, coordina.ting 
existing efforts. monitoring and communicating progress on cancer prevention to the public and 
advocating tor public policies supportive of cancer prevention_ 

The membership of the Task Force will be intersectoral: potential members would include City 
ufTUlunLo ::Ilttff, It:plt::st:nLtt.uvt::s frUlulituouf, \;i:l.m;;C;:l, heahh and Ii.lllviwllUleuLal olgauic.atiuu:s, 
other metro Toronto health units, university representatives and community-based cancer 
prevention advocates_ Once established, the mission, process, purpose and terms of reference of 
the Task Force will be fmalized by its members. 

1 

[gj002 



0611/97, WED 11:43 FAX 99712443 HCU/CHP 0003

Resource Requirements for Task Force - The City of Toronto is contributing the following
resources to support the establishment of the Task Force:

One full-time City of Toronto staff person for six months to support the establishment of
the Task Force and coordinate its activities. This position will be filled through the
temporary assignment of a qualified displaced employee funded through the corporate
streamlining pool;

A budget of $5,000 to support the planning and delivery of the one-day forum on cancer
prevention.

Complementary Cancer Prevention Initiatives - The Committee discussed existing cancer
prevention efforts in metro Toronto. Paul described the Scarborough Board of Health's response
to the recommendations of the Ontario Task korce on the Primary Prevention of Cancer. In the
fall of 1995,. Tony Miller, the Chair of the Task Force, gave a presentation on the Task Force
report to the Scarborough Board of Health. Following this event, the Scarborough Board of
I lealth and Scarborough City Council endorsed the establishment of a network to ; MplClUcUL the
recommendations of the Task Force report. To establish the broad base of support needed to act
on the recommendations, the Scarborough Health Department is reaching out to potential
Partners, including heart health networks.

Iry provided an overview of the Cancer Prevention Interest Group established by the Centre for
Health Promotion. The group is comprised of a mix of cancer prevention advocates and
representatives from health units, universities and environmental groups. To date, the work of
the interest group has focused on educational and advocacy efforts addressing the impact of
environmental carcinogens. The need to focus on cancer and the environment was identified as a
key priority, givers the lack of action in implementing the environmental recommendations of the
Task Force.

Date, Time and Location for Forurn October 17th was identified  as a potential date for the
one-day forum on cancer prevention. The meeting will start in the morning (9-9:30 a.m.) and
end mid-afternoon (3- 4 p.m.). Alumni Hall, 'Victoria College, U of T, and Croft Chapter House,
University College, U of T, were identified as possible locations for the forum. Brian will check

on the availability of these venues.

Possible Speakers for Forum - The Committee felt that a cross-section of representatives from
key sectors (e.g., health, environment) should be invited to the forum to discuss the current
status of cancer prevention efforts and stimulate dialogue. The following individuals were
mentioned as possible speakers:

Ruth Grier, Visiting Environmentalist at Innis C'.nllpea and the fnrrner Minister of Health

who initiated the Ontario Task Force on the Primary Prevention of Cancer;
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possible Speakers for Forum (Continued)

Tony Miller, Cancer Epidemiologist and Chair of the Ontario Task Force on the Primary
Prevention of Cancer;

Graham Pollet, a former Task Force member and Medical Officer of Health for London-
Middlesex, who has ect.ahlished A. prncress fnr acting nn the Task Force recommendations

within his health unit;

Richard Schabas, the Chief Medical Officer of Health for Ontario and former Task Force
member who was given responsibility for acting on the Task Force recommendations
within the public health sector;

a representative from the Ontario Cancer Treatment and Research Foundation (Jack

Laidlaw or Charles Hollenberg);

it iupicsentative ri-o II the Canadian Cancer Society (Penny Tholllsun ux Diantle FiAlu),

Iry Rootman, a former Task Force member who could provide an overview of the Cancer

Prevention Interest Group at the Centre for Health Promotion;

a representative from the Toronto Environmental Alliance;

- a representative from the Breast Cancer Survivors Coalition (Karen DeKonig);

- a representative from the International Joint Commission on Great Lakes Water Quality

(Rosalie Bertell);

- Simon Sutcliffe, the former 'VP of Oncology at Princess Margaret Hospital (Valerie to

contact);

- Mary Hegan or Andy Gilman from the Great Lakes Health Effects Project;

Maxine Cole or Kate Davies, who are involved in the First Nations Great Lakes Health

Proj ect;

the federal and/or Ontario Ministers of health and Environment;

the parliamentary assistants of the Ontario Ministers of Health, Agriculture and

Environment and Energy, who recently met with representatives of the Cancer

Prevention . Interest Grvup.
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Forum Participants

The Committee felt that the forum should include representatives from each of sectors involved
in addressing the risk factors covered in the report of the Ontario Task Porco on the Primary
Prevention of Cancer (i.e., tobacco, diet, occupational and environmental carcinogens, etc.). In
particular, individuals from the following sectors should be invited to take part in the forum.

- cancer prevention activists and concerned citizens;

public health units in metro Toronto;

community health centres in metro Toronto;

the Canadian Cancer ,Society and the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation;

- the National Cancer Institute of Canada;

organized tabour/occupational health and safety;

environmental research and advocacy groups.

The Committee anticipates that the forum will attract between 50-60 participants. In addition to
invited representatives: the forum will be open to interested members of the public to the extent
that space permits.

Additional Planning Committee Participants - The need for Committee participants from
additional health units in metro Toronto was identified. Brian will contact Monica Campbell, an
environmental researcher at the North York Health Unit, re. her interest and availahility.

Next Steps - A draft agenda for the forum will be developed at the next meeting of the
Committee.

NEXT MEETLATG DATE
WEDNESDAY JULY 2, 4:00 p.m.

CIENTRE F'OR HEALTH FROMU11O.N
100 COLLEGE STREET, SUITE 207, TORONTO.

(east of College and University Ave., north side, near (queen's Park subway)
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CITY OF TnRnNTn
PUBLIC HEALTH

March 13. 1997

70: Executive Committee

Subject: Cost of Implementation of the Canter Prevention Strategy

Origin: Board of Health, September 6, 1997 (p: 11997\uglcrosihld\ex970026-hid)

]recommendation:

That this report be received for information.

Background,

At its meeting of September 6, 1996, the Board of Health requested that the Medical Officer of Health

report on the terms of reference, membership and resources necessary to Implemeru a Cancer Prevcuduit

Task Force. Work on this request is in progress. Subsequently, at its meeting on March 4, 1997, the
Board of Health gave consideration to the report entitled 1997 Operating Estimates. Public Health and

Board of Health. The Board of Health requested the Medical Officer of Health to report directly to City
Council on the cost of implementation of the cancer prevention strategy. This report anticipates the full
report rt-gnested by the Board of Health in September ('9965 and outlines resource needs for the development
of this cancer prevention initiative in 1997.

Comments:

The Board of Health has taken considerable interest in the March 1995 report Recommendations for the
Primary Prevcndurr ul' Canccr produced by the provincial Task Force on the Primary Prevention of Cancer

appointed by the Ontario Minister of Health. The purpose of the provincial Task Force was to prepare an
action plan for cancer prevention and establish targets to ruduLc specific tvprs of cancer.

On May 25, 1995, the Board of Health received a policylcontemual scan or ally recommendations of tltC

Task Force Report. The scan included a description of what the Department of Public Health was currently
doing and suggested additional municipal initiatives An updated report on the same subject was presented
to thr. Anard on Mav 30. 1996. In relation to the Task Force recommendations. Public Health has made
considerable inroads in tobacco use prevention, reduction or dietary risk factors and alcohol use, and,
physical activity promotion. Other agencies in the nnvernment and non-govenintental sectors also engage in

a variety of activities related to cancer prevention. However, there is no mechanism at the local or
provincial Ievcl to plan, develop, coordinate or evaluate cancer prevention activities FurThezrmnre•., the

provincial government has taken little action to implement the recommendations of its own Task Force,

In this context, the Board of Health requested Public Health to report on the development of a local Cancer
Prevention Task Force.

Cancer Prevention Task Force

Public Health staff have consulted with the Ontario Cancer Treatment and Research Fouritkuion, Ministry of
Health, cancer oreanizations and advocates, and some voluntary funding agencies with respect to
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establishing a Cancer Prevention Task Force to promote primary cancer pi-twendo«. Most of the rzsponscs
have been positive. From these preliminary discussions, the groups consulted were in favour of an
independent community body %vith all members committud to a shared purpose of primary cancer prtn,crttion
and contributing resources to this end,

The work of the 'task Force could include deve~lo nient of new cancer prevention initiatives, coordination of
existing efforts, monitoring and commudLing to the public progress on cancer prevention and advocating
for public policy supportive of cancer prevention.

The next step is to bring together agencies and individuals with the interest and ability to achieve the Task
Force's purpose. Potential members would include Ci l staff,  representatives nom labour, cancer, health
and environmental organizations, other metro Toronto health units, university representatives and
community cancer advocates. Once assembled, the mission, process, purpose, and terms of reference o17 the
Task Force will be finalized by the panicipants.

Resource Requirements

Public Health will ret)ttire additinnai staff and other resources during the developmental phase to establish
the Task Force. It is anticipated that when it is established, members of the Task Force will contribute
resources, cash and/or in kind to support the ongoing work of the Task Force. In addition,. the Task t=orcv
may seek external funding to continue its operation.

Anticipated developmental resource requirements in 1997 are as follows: •..~`"

1. One f II-time staff erSon for six months to support existing public health staff in working with
relevant organizations and individuals to establish [he Cancer Prevention Task Force, This could be
accomplished through temporary assign= of an appropriately qualified displaced employee
funded through the corporate streamlining pool.

2. The addition of $5,000 to Public Health account #734-954 to support a one-day Cancer Prevention
Planninoonun to bring together interested parties to plan cancer preventio strategies for Toronto
including the establishment of the Cancer Prevention Task Force.

The allocation of these resources would enable the establishment of this important cancer prevention
initiative in 1997.

David McKeown, MDCM, MHSC, FRCPC
Medical Officer of liealth
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F City of Toronto Board of Health Report No. l 1

For City Council Consideratiutr at Meeting ill,Igo, 17 oil September 1(,, 196 i 1f

by 

`

S 
Thant: you for your letter regarding, Lite Cite cif Toronto's perm cation for 

nicntbershija c>er flag i~lctrok~'

DiAficl licWtll Cowicil (P4'TDHC). The Ministry is cc,rcuniiie.d In the continued 
partic:ipalinn Of 111tr~,, ~ mob.

representatives on Lite MTDHC. a~~

The overall memhersliip of District lie211lt Councils (D HQ;) is composed of 40% lie 
altlt scrvice providers, 46.,

consumers of llealU1 services (i.e. nail-liealth Service; Ino6ders) and 2019' local govemnteilt 
representatives'(either\ •

municipal. district tir regional govenunellt).

ilie twenty per cent of DHC membership that is designated for municipal members is ut 
oppoauiuty for

collaboration between the municipalities. community members. and flee prov Utcial govenizent. to 
plan the heal0i

services of ehP community.

As my advisors on the health needs of their communities. it is imponant for me to have a choice of candidates for

an appointment to the MTDHC.

I continue'to welcome the nomination of outer candidates for meinhership on the MTDHC 
to represent the City

of Toronto.

please accept my hest wishes.

3

Task Force on Cancer Prevention

The Board of Health recommends that the Acting Medical Officer or Health and the hoard of 
1t anagernen t

establish a parallel city stalf team to work with the Task Force on Cancer Prevention established by the

Board of Health.

The Boarduf Health advises that it has adopted the folio wing motion ffon, Councillor L•~~'~ia'

i. That file Board of Health establiah u Cunc:er Prevee dud Task Force.

2. That the basic purpose be to devetap appropriate policies and programer far the 
City. of Tut onto.

3. That as a beginning step file Task Force establish a forum to review the stale of implementation of 
IN,

ProuinciAl Primary Prevention Task Force.

4. That MCMbcrrship iuelude both irrtererted citizens, some health professionals as well as 
interested

agencies and representation from the academic community-

S. That representation include the Ere vironmental, Women-'s and Food citizens' movements;

That the Acting Medical ® facer of Health report on the terms of reference membership 
and resources

necessary for activation of the cask force.

7. ;' That in so doing he consult with the London Health Utttt.

, . 
: 
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Cily ofTOI'OTJIO Board oj' Heal~\ Report No. 11 

For City Council Consideralion at M~e~ins No. 17 on Seplen)b¢r 16, 1996 

,.'.' " ::\ . ... 
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The twenty per cent of DHC memhershlp thaI is dcsignilt.etl for municipal memher~ is an OPP0rlUl1)ly I'm 
collabo~alion belween the municipalities. conununily members. ilnd l.he pro\' lilcaal govenUl\CIlI. lO plall the health 
services of Ihe tnmmunit~'. 

As 11'1)' .advi50rs on Lhe hululllud!l of Lbeir c:ommlllliI ip.!i. it is impOrLanl for me to have a l:hoicc of c3..l\,Jid4tcS ftlT 
an appoinunenllo the MTDHC. . 

I conlinue'lo welcome tlu~ nominaLiun of other candidates for membership on lhe MTDHC lO represenllile City 
of Toronlo. 

Plea~e accepl my best wishes. 

3 

Task Force on Cancer Prevention 

The Doard of Health recommends that the Acting Medical Officer of Health and the Uoard uf Managemen I 
establish a Jnlmlll'!1 til), !UalT lcanl to work v,'ith the Task Force (HI Cancer PreventioIl e.~tabli.shcd· u~· thl:! 
Board of Health. 

Tlae 1Ju~rd vI Hl.lal," adYiscs that it has tuioptcd tlJC followinc motiulljtont CouncillQf t"ddp.' 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

S. 

nUll lIlt Board f)f HeaUh cstab/i.~·h u Curu;e:,. rreventio,l Tusk Force, 

Thai. the basic purpose be to devewp approprtaU! policies and prograruf for lhe Cit), uf TlJt OlltO. 

. . 

Thal CIS Il be,umillg step t/le ra.~k Force eSlablis/1 alarum to re~iew the state of implementaUQIl ofJfu 
Prol)j'lC;nl PrimQI'1 Prel'entioll Task Force. 

TIuU members/,ip ilJdllde buth illtp.fp. ... ted citizens. some IlealJ.I& projessirmais as weU as illterested 
agencies 8'", "prest"taliuIl{Tom the academic community. 

ThtU represenJJzJirJl& inciudt the EUllirulimellwi, WOlne,,'s a/ld Food ciliZem' movements; 


