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An Inernational coalifion ro conserve and prozect the
Great Lakes/St Lawrence River ccosvatem

/
", _ . N \ ) Decembgr 8, 1996

-Members of Ragional Council

" Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street
Newmarket L3Y 621

HE Long Term Water Supply Project
Dear Members of Reguonal Gouncnl

Great Lakes United is a coalition of citizens’, environmental, conservation, spons,
labour and educational organizations from Canada, the U.S. and the First Nations.
Over our fifteen-year history, we have been involved in issues affecting water quality
and water quantity. A major part of our work has been on water diversion issues in

. various parts of the Great Lakes. We are now in the finishing stagés of a major report
on water quantlty in the Great Lakes This report is based on over one year of

' research.. ot .
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We are alarmed at your Summary Report on A!remartves We do not find any of the
, alternatwes presented to bs satlsfactory for four major reasons:
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1) None of the altemat!ves look at the option of living within the Reglon's
" natural resources: In all cases, the Region assumes that the area’s population
can grow endlessly without taking into account the availability of water. Instead a
critical determining factor in deciding whether to allow growthshould be the
assossmont of what water is available within tho region. This means leaving our
pipe dreams in the past and properly managmg and living within the water
resources locally avallable to us. - :

2) None of the alternatives adequately emphagizes water conservation:
The report makes references to “demanrd management” and “ieakage control” .
and this is included in all options. Your studies estimate an approximately 20%
reduction in water demand through these measures. Experience elsewhere
shows that serious retrofit programmes alone ¢an achieve a 30% reduction in

ST LAURENT GRANDS LACS UNIS

Une coalition internationale vouée i la protection et la conservation de I° écasysttme des Grends Lacs et du fleuve St-Laurent

Main Office (Buffalo) - Montréal Ann Arbor E-Mail
Buffaio Stare College, Cassery Hall 2360 rue Notre Dame O, =307 . P.O. Baox 3040 ph@ige apc.org
1300 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14212 Monréal, Québer HY) IN4 "Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3040

(76} BRE-0142, Fawe (716) BRE-0I0) : (514) 933-0262, Fax- (514) 9311926 {313) WGR-OTAD, Fav- (313} 9IR-MRY | . o




12/08/86 16:16 FAX 15197441548 John Jackson s+ CELA ido3

water demand. When lsakage control and other conservation measures are

‘added, demand for water can bs reduced even more. n most countries in
Europe, water consumption per capita is betwean 40% and 65% less than ours.

3). None of the aiternatives places enough emphasis on use of ground
water: The report writes off ground water as a possible source of water for the
urban parts of the Ragion. instead, all alternatives place their main emphasis on
the building of pipelines to import watar into the Region. 'Adequate research has
_ not been conducted to reach the conclusion that ground water cannot supply
.- significant guantities of water to the Region.

4) The alternatives do not take into account the degradation of water

" quality as a result of excess consumption of water: Most water that is used
is eventually discarded in a polluted form. Ir this case, it would go through
sewage treatment plants into Lake Ontario. Inevitably this results in the

degradation of water quality, even after going through the best sewage treatmert
plants. ‘

Wae aiso are alarmed that the proponients in this case do not take seriously the impacts
that these alternatives would have 6n the acosystem far beyond Yerk Region, The
construction of pipslines that extand well beyond the region would have negative
anvironmental effects at the place from which the water is withdrawn and ail along the
pipeling. In addition, if the Georgian Bay option were to be ¢chogen, it would have
“impacts all the way from Georgian Bay through Lake Huron, the $t. Clair River, Lake St.
Clair, the Detroit River, Lake Efie and the Niagara River. Unfortunately, this report does
not assess these impacts. As a result, York Regional Council members aré notin a
position to be abie to seriously take this into account when weighing the alternatives.

All the alternatives in this report are based on massive impontation;of water from beyend
the Region. These alternativas. therefore, are not simple, normal water supply projects
that municipalities often undertake. This is a major underaking that is not simifar to the
*  normal run-of-the-mill municipal water supply project. Therefore, we do not think that it
is acceptable for the Region 10 procead through the Class Environmental Assessment
. - process. ‘
The Class Environmenial Assessment for Municipal Water and Waste water Projects
" gays that a Class Environmental Assessment is meant to be used when the project has
the following charactaristics: “racurring”, "usually similar in nature”, “usuaily limited in
scale”, “a predictabie range of environmental effects’, and “respensive 1o mitigating
measuras.” This project has none of these characteristics. Therefore, we urge the
Regional Council to immediately change this process from a Class EA to an individual
EA. To proceed further at this point ¢ould resuit in investing substantially more money
in a false start and having t go back to a much more preliminary stage later when the
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Minister. decides to “bump-up” the Class EA. 1t wbuld make much more sense from
sconomic and time perspectives for the Heglonal Council to now change this to an
mdmdual EA process

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this document arid 100k torward 10 future
opportunities to make input into the development of your water strategy.

Yours sincaraly,

John Jackson
Prasidant

. e Norm Statiing. ‘Ontario Minister of Environment and Energy
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