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Graat Lokas United —

. 17 Maijor Street
Kitchonsr N2H 4Rl

744-7503

June 27, 1594

Englneering Committes
Regional Municipality of Waterloo

RE: Options for Long Term Water Sirategy

We urge you to retain the groundwater Supply combined with
intensive water conservation measurss as the strategy Zeor
Waterloo Region's long term water supply. We also support
further congideration of aquifexr recharge o8 & poasible backup

option. We urge you to drop Great Lakes pipslines from further
consideration as options,

Why Not Gr=at Lakes Plpelinegs:

We oppose further consideration of pipalines from the Grexzt Lakes
because;

1) A pipeline sncouragee irresponsible bshavicur by not putting
enough emphaais cn protacting groundwater from contaminaticn, It
is conzistent with tha mentality that we can write off some water
supplies and slways be sble te find clean weler somewhere else.
Thirg lsads to less atyringent actiona to protect local

groundwater., Thezre will not always be somewhere else to go for
¢laan water,

2} The Great Lakes do not guarantee a clean supply of water
@ither now or in tha future, regardless of which lake the water
is taken from. A recent survey by Lhe U.S. Envirunmental
Protection Agency found that only 2 percent of the 5,319 nileg of
Great Lakes shoreline on the U.8. side 1g "fighable, awimmable

and drinkable.® The situation iz no better on the Canadlan aide
wf the Lakes. :

3) ZEfforts t0 encourage water conservation will be fruitless {f

we contlinue to encourage the menkality thet we cen always find
another seurca of water,

4} Plping in water from distant gcurces encourages communities
to grow beyond thelzr natural capacity. A provincisl &tudy
determined that the envizonmental factor limiting the abllity of

the waterloo Region to grow wag nst water supply, Lut the
‘inability of tha Grand Rivar to abeorb the inczreased effluant
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' from wagte water treatment plants and runoff from develﬂped
propartias if growth occura. We must remembet that water pipsd
in ultimately becomea wasts water.

' 5). Thiﬂ w0u1d e a very: :nstly option to build and maintain. It
also would: involve the costs of a full environmental assessment.
In a:letter dated Novembor 10, 1983, the Minister of Minicipal
‘Affalirs said that a pipeline to the Great Lakes "would be subject
to a full environmental usleusment e _ :

6) This is not juat & local isaua., We. must not 1gnore the

- .concarns of the people who 1ive whare the pipeline would take itg
water from and along the route. Considerable opposition could be
engendereq from such people. For _axample, the Coozrgian Bay :
Association, which has 6,000 member families approximately 500 of
whom live in Watarloo Regian, vehémently opposan ary pipeline ‘
that would divcrt watez from Georqian Bay. - \

Yeurs sincerely,

Jchn Jackson
Prasidant

_ Graat Lakes Unitad is & twelvo-yoar-ola, b;nutiaﬂ;l cenlition of
180 groups devoted te protecting and ragtoring the Graear Lakes~
8t.ILawrence River scosystem, Its membesship lLuviudes - ‘
environmantalists, commanity and mative organizatione, anglc:u,
labocre unicna, rlnlnr‘cnats, municipalitieﬂ and cc:mie:vv'ioninta, .



