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Heating regarding the ACES recommandations for tritium in

Pollowing a meeting last weak with represzentatives from Ontaric
Hydro, Ministry of the Environment and the Advisory Commirttes
on Environmental Standards, it was agreed that a nesting should
ba held to discuse the tachnical bazis of the ACES
recoamendations concaerning the Ontario Drinking Water Objactive
for tritiam.

The basis of the recommendations from ACES appeaars to be that
the approach for regulating chewicals carcinogenz should ba
adopted as the policy for setting drinking water obhjsectives for
radionuclidea. This is in contrast te the traaditional appxoach
based on tha total effect of aexposure to radiation,

To faclilitate the discussion, Ontario Hydro has corganizaed a
maating on this issue. Please find attached a copy of the
agenda for the meating to be haeld on Friday July 14, 1954.

At last week's meetiny it waz agresd that all stakeholdars
should be available to allow a £ull discuagion of thé¢ issue so
that all implications can be identified. It is our hops that
this meeting can be used to explore optiona for the resolution
of this iasue.

W J larudn

R.Harusita
Invironment Dept.
Nuclear Wasgte and Environsental
Sarvicaes Division
Attt
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Heating on the Baeias for Ragulating Radionuclidaes
in Prinking Water:

Purposa:
a) to increase the understandi of the two different
approaches to setting dri ng water atandards:
radioclogical and chemiesxl. (
b) to axplorm aptions to address the discrepancy.

2.0 Background:

The HOEE proposed an interim ODWO for tritium of 7000 Bg/L
annual average based on the racommendations of the World Health
Organization. This recommendation followed the traditional
method of regulating radionuclides based on the radiological
approach. In this approach exposure to radiation from all medis
and all radionuclides should not exceed a prescribed risk.

The MOEE!a Advisory Committee on Environmental standards
{ACBS) has recommended that the ODWQ for tritium be set at 100
Bg/L immadiately and then reduced to 20 B4/L over 5 years. When
axcasdaed an alternative source of drinking water should be
supplied. Thiz recommendation appearz to be based on the
assumption that the historical approach used in regulating
carcinogenic chemical contaminants in food and water should be
appliad to radionuclides.

Appandix 5 of the ACES report includes a discussion of the
two paradigms as axpressed by the US EPA's Scientific Advisory
Committae. This Appendix should be raviewed prior to the
naating. If vou do not have a copy call R.Maruska (¢16) =592~
7456, .

3.0 Agenda:

1. Introduction:

Purpoge:
-to provide preliminary information regarding the
purpose of the ®=meeting and some background
information

Agenda:
a) reviaw agenda and objeactive of maeeting
b) hackground on the meeting
e} background information on radiation

Langth: 10 min
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2.0 Approach to the setting of radioclogical arandardsa
Purpose:

-to review the basis of using the chenical and the
radiological approach f£or aetting radiological
standardz in the feollowing areas:

a) depth of application (i.a. all media/

all chemicalgm),

b) data uzed for asgasdsent

c) basis for safe lavel

d) uncartainty in risk estimates

e} any other criteria

Agenda:
1) a review of tha application of tha chemical

paradiqm to radionuclidaes: Why it was chosen?,

advantagas and disadvantages of the choice based on
a discussion of the above areas.

’ {(M.Goldbarg~ 15 min)

2) diszcnsaion: gquastions, fasedback
(All= 20 min)

3) a review of the application of the radiological
paradigqm to radionuclides: Why it is used?,
advantages and disadvantages of the choice bamad on
a discusszion of the above areas.

{R.Maruska- 15 min)

4) diacussion: questions, faedback
(ALl= 10 min)

Length: 50 min

3.0 Othar Implicationas:
Purposea:
~ to identify any other implications if the
chemical paradigm was applied to the regulation of
radionuclides ‘
Aganda
1) Any othar atakeholders will be givan the
opportunity to discuss the implications
ARCHB, Haalth Canada, AERCL, and any other
group
(approx. 5 min sach)
2) discussion: (All~ 10 wmin )
Length: 30 ain
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4.0 Optiona for Hoving Ahead

Purpoae:
~ to axplore options to addrasz tha differences in
the approach.
Aganda:
1) Potential Optiona (R.Maruska- 5 min)
2) discuss the optiona that are available to
addrams the issus. (All-40 min)

Length: T 45 min
5) Heeting Wrap Up

Agenda ;

" a) whare do we go from hare?

Length: 15 min.

location: 700 Univergity Ava. Torente, Ontarxio
13 th Floor, Conference Room A

Date: July 15, 1994,
Time: 9:30 = 12:00

Chairman: X.Nash
Arranged by: R.Maruska, (416)-592-7456
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