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TO: Executive Committee and Karen

FROM: Mary

DATE:.Fcbruary.lB, 1994 o ‘

RE: SOLEC ard GLU's involveﬁent with it

At the last QLY Doard Meeting, Jeanne raised the issue of SLD's

" invelvement in 3SO0LEC. No devision was made al Llat time. - 8ince
that Board meeting, I have been contacled by Lee Botts, who is
acting in the ED pusitiun for LMF. Lee (as did Glenda) feels
stroungly Llhial GLU should aclively participate on the steering
committee to keep abreast of what is going on with SOLEC and
vounterbalance Grace Weaver and industries’'influence in the whole
thing., The next SOLEC meeting was being held in Chicagoe on ‘
February 1l6/17 and Lee wanted me to attend this meeting.

Lee also contacted Terry about GLU's involvement, and Terry told
Lee that based on the Board's motion at the 10/8/92 Board meeting
and subsequent letter (both enclosed), the Eoard needed to grant
permission for me (or anyocne of GLU) to attend these SOLEC
mestings. l relayed all of this intormation to Jeanne, whe
~advised me to get in writing the role GLU is expected to play on
the steering committee, the intent ot SOLEC and the target
audience 0f the conference

I was also contacted by Harvey Shear about GLU's involvement in
SBOLEC. I explained that GLU had serious reservationsz in '972
about the conterence and would like to have a more complete
understanding of was expected of GLU, 1.e. the role we were to
play, etc. I also explained that travel to attend these meetings
was not in our bhudget and that expense needed to be compensated
for. I asked if he would define the role of ENGCs in this
conference and I would, in turn, get that letter to the
Executive Committee for their review. The Executive Committee
would then make the final decision on my participation on the
steering committes of SOLEC and GLU's involvement in the
conference,

" 8¢.....here is the letter from Harvey Shear.

Please advise,

An international organization dedidared to conserw’ng and protecting the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence. River
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great Lakes United
poard Meeting
october 3 ~ 4, 1992
Torunto, Ontario

= A gemfimiftee t esta?;ish*n RAP Profecd Advis ard wa l
Mradﬁgd\wi h wémbére . naludilg;{ﬂ ral M %%ffvéﬁizzgz;;;ey, Savah
M¥ller, Johw Jac) + Rick €oprdnado, cduitia Smith,-gdck Maniw,

and Mika Dickman.

T

- Bi-National Statc of the Lakes Evusystem Conference = Mary

"~ reported on the current stote of the plan for the conterence. The

board discuseced a varioty of issues including:

1) confliot with IJC biennial meeting
2) conoorna about the goverument reporting on its
OWN progress
~3) concerns about letling the governments take
over the funuliouns of the 1JC.

Motion: Sarah motivued and Glenda Seconded., Great Lakes united
recommends that the Lwo governments be urged not to hold their
proposed State ol the ILakes Conference in April of 1993 for the
fellowing reasouns: 1) the huge costs associinted with convening
another larye basin-wide meeting cannot be justified at thig time
of recession when rfunds for c¢lean-up and cortinuation of tha RAP
initiative are so desperately needegd. Furth:r, the GLU feels the
IJ¢ biemnial meeting process which allows the governments to
report publicly to the commission and the public is a forum for
the govecuments to demonstrate the State of the Lakes by their
actions Lo fulfill the Obligations under the Great Lakes wvater
Quality Agreement. o

Hotlon pavsed unanimousiy with Jack Manno abstaining.
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October 21, 1992 -

Christopher Grundler, Director
Great Lakes National Program office N ‘

. U.S. Environmental Frotaction Agency , ' ‘ *
77 West Jackson Boulevard: ' : ‘
Chicago, 1L 60U604-3590

Harvey Shear, bLirector

Great Lakes Environment uffice
conservation ana Protection
Environment Canada :

25 St. Clair Avenue, Last
Toronto, Ontario M4T 1M2

Dear Messrs. Grundler and Shear:

After considerable debate and input irom our Windsor and Buffalo
offices, the Board of Directors of Great Lakes United (GLU)

' adopted a resolution that formally withdraws GLU from
participation on the Pinational Steering Committee for the state
of the Lakes Ecosystem conference sheduled to be held in Detroilt
during April, 1993. Further, GLU recommends that the two Parties
not held the proposed State of the Lakes Ecosystem Conference.
e1 is concerned that the huge costs associated with convening
yet anothar basin-wide meeting cannct be justified in a time of
Faceseion when funds for clean-up and for continuation of the RAP
initiative are so desparately needed.

Finally, it is the position of Great Lakes United that the
International Jaint Commission Biennial Meeting process, which
allows the Parties to report directly to the Commission and to
the public, is the appropriate forum for the parties to
demonstrate the atate of the lakes by reporting on the actions
they hava taken to fulfill their obligations under the Great

An irtornational organization dadicatad to conseoving and protecting the Great Lakes and St. l.awrence River

State University College at Buffalo, Cassety Hall ® 1300 Limwood Avenue, Buifalo, New York 14222
‘ (716) 8806-0142
Cunadian Address: PO Box $48 Station A ¢ Windsor, Ontario NOA 6M6
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Lekes Water guality Agreement. GLU -will support and participate
actively in the IJC Biennial Meeting next scheduled to be held in
Windsor during october 21, 1993,

Kind regards.

bl‘lcerely,
W bl %43;57' gl ?ﬂﬂ-—
Richard Kubilak . Terry L. Yonker

Pregident Executive Director

g¢c:  The Honorable William Reilly
The Honourable Jean Charest
Madelyn Webb, GLEO
Paul Horvatin, GLNPC
Great Lakeg United Member Groups

WPS\WPYONKER\SOLLC. LLZ
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887 Lakestiore Road, February 18, 1994

Burlingtan, Ontario,

L7R 4A8

Mary Ginnsbaugh,

Great L.akes United,
P.O. Box 548, Station A,
Windsor, Ontario,

NOA M6

Dear Mary,

This Is further to our telephcne conversation today regerding GLU's role in the State of
the Lakes Ecosystem Conference (SOLEC). As we discussed, the aims and objectives
of SOLEC have evolved over the past one and a haff years. The objectives of the
Conference as set forth at its inception are.

To provide information on the state of the Great Lakes acosystem for the purpose
of atrengthening declsion making and management within the Basin;

To develop suppurt for an integrated system of environmental information to direct
plans and programs; » ‘

To previda information on existing Great Lakes strategies and to build cooperative
- setions neaded 1o strengthen and implement them; and

To provide & forum Yor improved communications andg network building within the
Basin.

In addition to these early objectives, the SOLEC steering sommittes has developed some
additional objectives for the Conference:

To reflect on the conciusions about the state of the Lakes acosystsm and to
support or refuts these conciusions with the provision of supporting evidence in
the case where the attendas disagrees with the conclusion; .

To identity information needed by decision makers to strengthen managemen
decisions; ' : ' ’

To consider whete we are going in our Great Lakes program, and whether the
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track that we ars on is appropriate and the goals achievable; and

To provide an actlon agenda for governments, and other sectors of saciety,
leading up to the next SOLFC in 1906. '

The Conference, as presently planned, will have 400 key dacision makers from the Basin,
Including governments at all levels, First Nations, ENGOs, industry, and professional
associations in attendance. They will listen to the conclusions that governmarnts have
made abount the state of the Lakes ecosystem, and in interactive breakout seeslons, wil
address the objectives set out above. The confsrence steering commiittee wants all
participants, including ENGOs to be as constructive as pussible in terms of commenting
On the conciusions reached. We aiso believe that the conterence wil act as a valuable
learning experience for a number of attendees who may have had very little appreciation
of the Implications of thelr day to day work an that of others. The natworking and
dialogue that will oceur at this conference will be invaluable to the ultimate attainment of
an acosystem approach to Great Lakes management.

We see the ENGO community as equal participants in this confersnce, with all other
attendees. Your role will be as outlined above in the various objective statements. As wall,
we had hoped to have GLU help us cesign the eonferancs, hence your membesrghip on
the Steering Committee. You have explained the reasons for not participating earlier, but
| hope that with the outline | have given you in this letter, you and the GLU Exsculive wil
feel more comfortable about your partieipation in the Steering Commitiee. As indicated,
| wilt cover your travel costs to Steering Committes meetings.

Yours sincerely,

e e =
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