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MEMORANDIM
TOs Clean Water Activists
FROM: Rick 8pencer, Clean Water Campaign Coordinator

DATE : 3/14/94

SUBJECT: Chloriiz-Dioxin Campaign Strategy

On April 5th, the Natiornal Wildlife Federabtion will be copdusting -
conference Call to kick off & rvatlonal campaign to luncludsz a0 ohloy |
- dioxin provision in the clean water act. The immediate goal is fo
Congress to mandate and provide funding for the EPA to develoon a
national strategy to reduce or phase out the class of chlorine -
dioxin chemicale that have created the growing public health aric
concerning reproductive deformitiee, braast ¢:acer, and impaiczd
learning digabilities.

The EPA pr.oposal provides a first step to eliminabe . & vas
bicaceumulative pollutants for the following reasnns:

® Chiorine based compounds are the largest source of diowin amd
other estrogenic copycate.

& sufficient science existe to justify the reduction and in sc
cases the elimination of many chlorinated compounde.

& there are thousands of producte in use t..liy that have & Lh.o.ine
base. We need to develop a strategy to minimizme el
disruption  -- especially to vulnerable workers wic -~ a0

little alternatives for employment; and

@ ‘the c¢hlorine-dioxin strategy is precedent setting hesausa th: 1734
is willing to leok at a whole c¢lass of chemicals, rather than
juet regulating individual chemicals in isclaticn

Forturnately, we have a couple of months to build a public campaig:n.
We expect 8. 1114, to reacn the Senate flcor in late May or L»J“
key to our sguccess, ie our ability to educate and mobilizs pub
opinion demand that the Senate authorize a begin to phase cub tle
worst of these "hormone copycate.” With industry =lrszzav .~ ~
the hill and mie.nforming the public your help in veachl.g . oil. oo
public in your state is the critical component for thie amendnew: ¢ -
happen.

To aid in your efforte, several Federation scafl members are
currently preparing an organizers kvt that inoludes the following
ireme:

report "Hormone Copycatg!
asported factgheets
talking pointe
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To‘ !amula Ketinar From: Rick Spancer . 3-2394 1%¢Ty L7 o 8

letter to the editor
New York State Woman’s group letter

On April bth, we will use this packet as a star

Eirig ©olit £ tLacs s oa
strategy to build a broad coalition with other segmente of souie:
such as woman’, veteran’s, Native Americarn and other subsistence
anglers that are most affected by dioxin and othier estrogen corvesk

chemicals.

There i no question that these chemicals weaken the ability of hus
to reproduce and develop healthy children. The exampies of MELT

gick animale that you have seen or read about =ve a precurso. I
ie in store for the human race. This is _a bactle that must b-

The ¢all will taxe place on BApril &, 1994 at 3:30 pwm BST,
{2:30 €8T, 1:30 MET, 12:30 POT)

To participate:

1) RSVP to Rick Spencer at 202-797-6535 by noon on April Bth

2) Dial 1-800-886-1826 {(or 202-296-3132 in the Waahnnqtgg RO
dialing area) a few minutss before the ¢.. > is scheduled to
begin,. Give vour name gd_agk Lo be gonnected t- uhe 0 T

Wildlife tederation conference call,

We are looking forward to talk with vou on April Bth.

Thanks for your intersst and commitment.
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To: Camiila Kenner From: Rick Spencer 25-84 i0-¥Zan p. B of 8 w

The federal wetlande protactlon program hag come under attack and
danger of being weakened, And milliong of pound of toxic chemicals ‘ \
continue to be dimcharged in to e nation’s waterways.In addaiti- ,
csusing cancer, evidence is mounving that Diowin, and other clwmil..

chemicals are responsible for a variety of reproductive deformiries,
learning krian disorders, and wesk ilmrnune wsystems. 2ffcvy.-. &
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parents coneume certain these chenicale have a greater misk SE
born with weak immunes eystens, deformed reproductive orgars, lentrt o
disabilities and other develcpmental illnesses.

causes infertility. Perhaps the oddest thing | genlike pesticides, have their own repro- |
about endoretriosis is that there were only | duetive problems: more infertile fernales,
21 veported cases in the world 70 years ago; | sterile males, lower sperm counts and high
today theve are 5 million in the Tnited | estrogen levels. One male. says toxicologist
States alone, Tn a new CGerman study, | Charles Faeemire of the U.S. Fish and
women with endometriosis wers more | Wildlife Service, “had estrogen levels high-
likely than others to have high levels of | er than most females.”

PCRBs in their blood. Some breast cancer Despite such findings, “much of the evi-
may also bave an environmental cause. | dence [ahout estrogen mimies] is circwm-
Unusual amounts of DDE, the pesticide | stantial,” says Thomas Goldswerthy of the
residue that seems to be leaving the alliga- | Chemical Industry Instifuteiof Toxicology.
tors shortchanged, shows up in the tissae | Although there is no question that the pol-
of women with breast cancet, aceording to | lutants fit the body's estrogen receptors,
a study last year by Mavy Wolff of New | there’s still some wiggle roog to argue that
York's Mount Sinai School of Medicine. | the chemicals do not switch on the same
Wornen with the greatest mumber of these | biological pathways that real estrogen
DDE footprints were four tires more like-
Iy to get breast cancer than women with the
fewest such signs. The connection is plausi-
ble, This year the National Cancer Institute
will begin a major study of the high rates of

afid
e




AL — PIOTOTAKE
breast cancer on New York's Long Island,
assessing women's exposure to estrogen-
like compounds in pesticides once used on
the potato fields (and still in the aquifers)
where suburbs now sprout.

Playing canary in the coal mine, wildlife
“was the first to send signals that some-
thing was seriously wrong,” says zoologist
Theo Colborn of the World Wildlife Fund.
Fish in places like the Great Lakes, where
PCB and DDT concentrations are extreme-
v high, and the terns and gulls that eat
them. are becoming biochemical hermaph-
rodites: the males have reproductive parts
of both sexes. Florida panthers, eating high

n a food chain contam)'nated with es th'f'
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| does. Skeptics also ask why, if the ublqvl-
tous estrogen impostors really trigger can-
cers and other diseases, rates of the illness-
es are not higher, Lawmakers may not wait
for an answer In February, the Clinton
administration called for an 18-month
study of chlorine (& component in many
sstrogenlike chemicals) to assess its effects
on human health and the environment,
with an eye toward restricting or banning
it. A bill in Congress would phase out
chlorine in the paper and pulp industries
over five years. Hell bas no fury like a
congressman who discovers he’s not the
man he thought he was,
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gestrogens’”
that mlght combat chpicsr, suggests
. Kenneth Setchel]-of the Children's
.. Hospital Medical Centerin Washing-
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