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Dear_ _Sarah:

RE: SUNSETTING CHEMICALS IN THE GREAT LAKES BASIN
Economlc and Social Transition Plannmg Workshop -

Pollution Probe, the Center for Society, Technology and Values (of the University of
Waterloo's Engineering Department) .and the Windsor and District Labour Council
Environment Project are co-sponsoring a one-day. workshop on Thursday April 14,
1994 on the topic of "SUNSETTING CHEMICALS IN THE GREAT LAKES BASIN:
Economic and Social Transition Planning". This workshop, which is being funded by
" Pollution Probe's Sunset Chemicals Project for the Great Lakes, will be held at the
Ramada Hotel, 89 Chestnut St., Toronto. -Please refer to the aftached registration
form for more details regardlng workshop reglstratlon hotel accomodations, and
request for travel assistance. .

‘We co_nsider', socio-—economic issues to be a priority for communities around the Great
Lakes basin particularly as they relate to sunsetting persistent toxic c‘hemicals

The workshop will be the culmination of three years of research and communlty
activities undertaken by Pollution Probe on the topic of sunsetting chemicals. After
three years, policy makers, industry and the public have come to the understanding
that pollution control is no longer an effective means of addressing the issue of toxic
‘chemicals and that pollution prevention strategies, and sunsetting chemicals are
necessary and viable options. One of the major findings from Pollution Probe's
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" research, and an area of considerable interest at.the IJC's. Seventh Biennial Meeting,
is that unless ‘an economic transition strategy is developed it will be difficult to

~ adequately understand and address the many socio-economic issues that will need to
* be resolved in order to implement comprehensnve sunsettlng reglmes for perS|stent
toxw chemicals. , :

~ Inthe recently released IJC Seventh Blennlal Report the IJC recommends that:

somety must adopt a clear and comprehenswe action plan to wrtually ellmlnate '
persistent toxic substances that are threatening human health and the future of
the Great Lakes ecosystem. A consensus-building process is required that will
allow all sectors of society (including governments, business corporations and
. associations, labour unions, and professionals, consumer, and other
- organizations) to join in maklng the deClS|ons to effect the requwed -economic -
and social transmon : . '

 The purpose of the Aprll 14th workshop. therefore is to explore the W|de range of
opfions and concerns that relate specifically to economic transition. and the
implementation of a sunset chemlcal protocol. The following questions may be
‘explored ' : : *

Where are we today wnth respect to sunsettlng chemlcals and what are the L

" benefits of sunsetting chemicals? - ‘ ‘

) health and safety benefits, enwronmental beneflts economlc beneflts
C e‘ applylng the Virtual Elimination Framework :

What are the opportunltles and ’oarrlers to sunsettmg chemlcals’7
e industry; labour, political motlvatlon economlcs regulatory challenges
- and communlty action : ,

What do we mean by “transmon plannmg"" _
e ' changing economic and social structures
® healthy ecosystems = healthy communltles = healthy workers

How do we ensure transmon with maximum beneflt and mlnlmal dlsturbance?

° penod and increment of phase—out
e job training . :
X coordmated enwronmental and mdustrlal strategles

What is our strategy fo make sunsettlng happen"

® research needs, resource requirements

3 ) identification of key stakeholders and activists
S T targetlng of key decision-makers and policy—makers -
e

|dent|fy|ng the approprlate public pollcy forum . '
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We plan to have: thlrty parﬂcrpants from Canada and the Unlted States attend th|s one
day workshop in Toronto: Invitees will include representatives of government, labour, .
'mdustry, bi-national envrronmental groups, academics, and other mterested partles

- As you ¢an see from the toplcs llsted above we are ant|0|pat|ng a very challenglng
- event. In order.to ensure that the workshop is productive we are proposmg to
" organlze it lnto flve segments as follows -
S, . "-Overvrew of the Issues and Sunset Context
2. :Defmlng Transmon o
3. "Dry Cleanlng Industry Applled Case Study
-4, Opportunmes for Transrtlon

5. ;Actlon Plans for Transmon |

- We hope that you will agree that this will be a ground- breaklng workshop of sugnlflcant :
1 vlmportance to citizens and pollcy-makers in the Great Lakes Basm

, We intend to. prepare proceedlngs from this workshop whlch wrll mclude
recommendations that may be instrumental in furthering the discussion around

-~ economic transition plannmg and sunsetting chemicals. in the Great Lakes basin. At

~ the end of the day we plan to have a specific action plan and hope to ldentlfy key
mdrwduals and organlzatlons to lmplement the plan ' . ‘

 rotts

, Slnce there are llmlted spaces avallable, it would be greatly appremated if you conflrm
-your attendance by phone or by faxing the attached registration form to Pollution

~ 'Probe by Monday April 4, 1994. Limited funds. for travel asastance and hotel
‘ accomodatlons are avallable for NGOs .

© We look forward to your partrmpatlon lf you have any questlons regardmg thls
- workshop, please do not hesrtate to contact Fe de Leon or Bruce. Lour|e at (41 6) 926—
1907, ‘ T :
. ‘ Slncerely yours :
o @wf
K

Bruce Loune L o Fé de Leon

encl.




SUNSETTING CHEMICALS IN THE GREAT LAKES BASIN
Economlc and Somal Transmon Planmng ‘

PRI U DRAFT AGENDA
Location: . Ramada Hotel, 89 Chestnut Street, Toronto, Ontano M5G 1R1
Date: o Thursday April 14, 1994

ComspthOred by Pollution Probe the Centre for Society, Teéhnology and Values
(Unlversrty of Waterloo) and the Windsor and District Labour Council - Env;ronment
Prolect

8:15-8:45 - | RegiStration and Coffee

8:45—9:00 o Introductmn and Wcarkshop Obpectlves :
9:00-10:00 - Overwew of Sunset Chemicals and the Vlrtual Ellmlnatlon
' Framework '

This section will provide the overall context for the workshop and provide '

information so that all participants understand the issues. Where are we at with
respect to sunsetting chemicals? What is the Virtual Elimination Framework and -

how can it be applied? What are the key policy issues? What are the social, -
‘ edonomlc and polmcal barriers to sunsettmg chemicals?

“ 10 00-10:30 Deflmng Transutlon

What do we mean by "transition planning"? What Kinds of economic and SOCIaI
considerations are important? .How will transition plannmg lead us to an - '
economy and society which is cleaner and healthier for workers, communltles
and ecosystems" ~

‘ 10:30—10:'45 Break |

©10:45-12: 00 ‘ Dry Cleanmg Industry Case Study )
‘We will use the Dry Cleaning Industry Case Study commlssmned by Pollution
Probe ‘and prepared by Greenpeace as an example for concrete discussion on
how transition planning can be applied to the sunsetting of the dry cleanmg
solvent perchlorethylene. Specific issues will include: 1) The role of process and .

" technology change; 2) Assessment of alternatives; 3) Industry composition, both
users and manufacturers of "perc"; 4) Benefits of phase-out to the owners,

~ workers and customers; 5) Potential for loss of marginal operations; 6)
Availability of. capltal 7) Projected transition tlmetables 8) Policies to stimulate
posmve transition. :
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