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- Memorandum
vig fax; 7 pages ‘
To: Great Lakes Leadership Qrganizers
From: Rebexcs Shriner
TDrate: November 2, 1993
RE: organizing Yor December 10, 11 & 12 meeting

As miost of you know Kathy Bero in enjoying a trip to Africa. She is returning w work
on November 8, 1993, , '

1 am faxing to cach of you the following:
» The GL Leadership Nerwork info sheet
» approximately two pages of names that kave been submitted for congideration
to be invited to the organizing meetings in December and\or February. {namés_
have been crossed out when duplicarad.

[ am sending by “snail mail® the following:
» The GL Leadership Network info shest;
» approximately two pages of names that havc been submitted for cons..tduancn
o be invited to the organizing meetings in Decerrber and\or I"f:bruary,
» US National Assembly of Women and the Environment bagkground,

Since there are many details w cover, I am suggesting that we plan to have another
conference call on Tuesday afierncon (11-9) ar Wednesday morning (13-10;, Pleaso call

katny at 414-271-305% or me a¢ 313~769«3351 on Monday morning 1o tell us which time
is biest four you.

In the meantime, I am asking that everyone make copies of the GL Leadership Netwark
" information sheets and mail it along with & short lettcr of mtmducuon lo everyoas on your list.
(Everyone has approximately 22-23 names.)
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memo faxed 10-4

page 2
\ Please convey in your letier the following:

* Their name was submitted for consideration to participate in the pre-conference
"brainstorming” meetings.

* There is travel and lodging scholarships available shouid they be invited to participate
in these pre-conference meetings,

: * The number of participants is limited w approximataly thirty people and there are over
350 names submitted for consideration. Therefore, if they are not invited it is not due 1o any
lack of qualifications on their part. If they are pot invied to the first mesting, they may be
‘asked to the second meeting in February, :

* Finaily, inform them that you will be calling them sooa to discuss the Network and
interview them 5o that & wide range of backgrounds and areas of expertise can be represented
at these meetings, ' :

I will fax a draft of a questionnaire\inierview form to each of you on Monday, We can
discuss the process during our next conference call. You can fax your edits and sugpestions
o me afier the conference call. :

We have to make final decisions on the invitees by about November 19, so your help and
prommpt attcetion to this is greatly appreciated. ‘

- Cali me if you have any questions. Thanks everyone.

)

~1
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‘The Network, a ‘.oahtmﬂ of organizations and individuals, will initiate a Eung-

termn effort to integrate environmental stewardship into societal and economic
decision-making in the Great Lakes Basin. It will be a catalyst to building
alliances berween a wide spectrum of groups and associations that share
commaon interests. .

The Nework wili develop a "blug print” for community leaders to follow as
they make decisions on the future of their "piece” of the ecosystem.  Within
five or ten years we hope to have strong regional | ncthes in place bdhed on
‘maintaining a healthy and sustamabla ECOSYSLem.

Funding providtid by WK Keliogg Foundation
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Giresss T ke Lonidorship Campaizn

In the Great Lakes Basin, as in other parts of the country and the world, toxic contaminants impuet our
- health and community in seeringly subtle ways. Unfortunately, as more contaminants are dumped
unchecked intc the system the impacts axc dispersed more broadly and become more difficult to correct.

It is our belief that while environmental problems have typicully been isclated from other issues by
Seclsion-makers, they impact art least four facets of our community. These include education, health,
public safety und econvmics. More serious attention must be given to how large a role the condition of
aur ecosysten plays in the condition of our community. The connections must be clearly made between
aur actions and behaviors and their impacts over the Jong-tenn.

Every day some other bad nows substantiates cur growing concern. Most recently was the finding of 4
correlation between DDE levels in breast tissue with breast cancer and the link hetween dioxin in
blezched tampons with endometriosis in women, Other studics indicate that toxic contamination
influonces children’s development and restricts their abilitics to loarn at normal rates, and the rising costs
of health care seem to correspond with tie rising number and variety of environmentally related health
provlems around the Graat Lakes Basin. ' ’

- The exclusion of wogres fronr effeciive participadon in policy-making forums has at least two serious
consequences: it prevents the full range of women’s concerns from being adequately understood and
addressed; and it ignores the considerable skilis which women can bring to shaping a sustainable scciety.
With the needs of women and children mose urgent than ever - women have a one in eight lifetime
mcidence of breast cancer, their involvement in community action more prevaleat aud expanding, and
government at all levels tardy in cmbracing new policies - the time is botl right and critical for 4 program
io mobilize and empower women t0 promote sustaineble and cquitablc cavironmental strategies, to
advocare for them, and to cooperate in realizing them.

Additionally, economic jssues and poverty of women and ¢hildren cannot be ignored. Local economics
of scale could enable women ti foster community development and community economics which will leadt
1o healthy self-sufficient communities throughout the Basin, - We all reatize that children are the future
problem solvers of our communities, acd educators fext # great responsibility to provide them with
adequate training for the futurc. From the perspective of health professivoals the medical community
- lacks ascphisticated awarencss of cnvironmental health issues and lacks the skills and resources necessary
for diagnosis, treatment and prevention of persons with ilincsses caused by contaminated enviromnents,

Historicatly, the decisions for the paths taken in building our communities have been primarily based on
Rarzow economic grounds 1aid out by malke deminated committess. Despite incroascd recogmition of the
need for new policies which promote sustainable societies, surprisingly litthe progress has been made by
policy makers in crafting concrete strategies 10 address the dual rask of sustaining the eavironment and
- promoting social and economic improvement.  With a tradition of cooperation and ¢commmunity
involvement, women can be a powsrful force for change and can provide the oOrganizing skills and
leadership nccessary to accornplish concrete environment and development objectives. '

Printt fin Nisisshowion Blieari Rewyitan baper
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‘The Great Lakes Leadership Netwosk, 2 coalftion of organizations, will initiate 4 long-term Network to
integrate environgmental stewardship inw societal and economic decision-maldng in the Great Lakes
Basin, It will be 2 catalyst to building alliznces between a wide spectrum of groups and associations tha
share a COmmon interest. ‘

The Network will target leaders acvoss the Grear Lakes Basis, in both the U.S, and Canada, who are
working 0 improve public health, build s susrainable economy, and improve education end public safety
in their communities. In other words these individuals are working 1owards a "sustzinable society.” This

- will be # bi-uational effort. It will work 10 identify and provide “evidence” of the links between the
environment and the various sectors of our commaunities, In addition, these activists wili work with others -
in their community to integrate the Network's recommendations inte the mainsizearm policy and decision-
making processes, L

The Merwork will develop a "blue print” for community leaders 1o follow as they make decisions on the
futnre: of their "piecc” of the ccosystem. Within five or ten years we hope to have strong regional policies
in place based on maintaining a healthy and sustainsble ecosystem.

In addition, there will be 2 leadership development component o aid participants in speaking clearly,
confidently, factually and effectively in orders to influence policy changes to resolve ecosystem problems.
- The leadership development component of this campaign will provide participants with knowledge and
skills to be influcntial on policy-making at the community , state and regional levels, Thess leaders will
then take the message back o their own comununities and spread it acrogs the basin through grase root
organizing, media relations, and communicadons with government agencies and elecwd officials. The
Newwork will maineain communications betwvesn partivipating communities o ensure sffective and-
efficient implemicatation of the overail program.
The “plan” will then be produced in a report and disseminawed 10 organizers and decision-makers across .
the Basin, Included in the report will also be 8 check list 1o guide comsunity leaders in successfully
irsplementing (he Network's program, : '

. , FIRST TWO FACT FINDING MEETINGS.
We are looking specifically for women who are knowledgeable in a particular area, and whe ¢an provide
“eviderice” of the links discussed in the ebove summary, Where we are not able to identify women
working in a specific area, we are happy to open-minded men,

Theee first two meetings will consist of brainsworming o clearly identify the links boiwesn the
environment and the many other pieces of our sacietics. We will also discuss what the future may hold
inn terms of new information. It is eritical that the people participating in these first two mectings have
specific information to offer. - In other words, we will be counting on these individuels to provide us with
the “proof’ of links for presentation to the full Network in August, 1994, Whers there is no good
information supporting our assumptions of links, we must identify those gaps as well

The first meeting will be held in Detroir, Michigan from December 10-12. We will convene an December
16} ut 2:00 pue and adjourn on December 12 at noon. Scholarships are available for funding assistance,
so please contact Kathy Bero at 414-271-5059 or Rebecea Shriner at 313-768-3351 for more information.
The sccond tact finding will be held in February. If you or any one you know would be interested in the
fact finding meetings and/or the conference in August, please send your name, address, phone and
interest area 1o Kathy Bero, Lake Michigan Federation, 647 W. Virginia St, #307, Milwaukee, WI $3204.
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