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CANADIAN WATER AND WASTEWATER ASSOCIATION
ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE DES EAUX POTABLES ET USEES

20 May 1993

Ms. Michele Swenurchuk
Executive Director
Canadian Environmental Law Association
517 College, Suite 401
Toronto, ON M6G 4A2

Dear Ms. Swenurchuk:

MAY 2 5 1993

Re: Drinking Water Quality a. Trihalomethanes
b. New Water Treatment Publication

Last year, your organization was one of 10 agencies contacted by Health and Welfare Canada
to participate in the consultation process for a new trihalomethane (THM) guideline limit in
drinking water. The consultation process has led to the very recent approval of a new THM
guideline. However, announcement has been stalled as described in the attached one-page excerpt
from CWWA's May 1993 Bulletin.

If you wish to receive a copy of CWWA's response to the original THM guideline proposal,
please let me know. In addition, I would be pleased to discuss our observations on the consultation
process at any time.

On a related theme, the attached flyer announces the availability of a new publication "Water
Treatment Principles and Applications". Pricing and ordering details are included. I would appreciate
anything you can do to inform your organization of the availability of this manual. In the event
that you can insert an announcement in a newsletter, a news release is enclosed for your use.

Please contact me if any additional details are needed. Thank you for your cooperation.

Yoi u rs eery truly,

Steve Bonk, P. Eng.
Executive Director
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cc: Rod Holme, Chairman, CWWA Water Quality Committee
Camille Charette, President, CWWA

24 RUE CLARENCE ST, 311 FLOOR, OTTAWA, ONTARIO KIN 5P3 (613) 238-5692; FAX: (613) 238-5193
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EXCERPT FROM MAY 1993 ISSUE OF CWWA Bulletin

THE TRIHALOMETHANE SAGA CONTINUES

Last month, the Bulletin reported that an announcement of the newly-approved revised Canadian
guideline for trihalomethanes was imminent. In anticipation of that announcement, CWWA
President Camille Charette communicated with Health and Welfare Canada's Monitoring and
Criteria Division in a letter dated May 6, 1993. The text of President Charette's letter follows: -

" The Canadian Water and Wastewater Association viewed the trial consultation process for the
proposed new trihalomethane guideline as a significant and positive step in bringing the
"Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality" into the open. The lack of opportunity for
participation by those responsible for guideline implementation has been a continuing source of
concern to CWWA and its members.

CWWA, therefore, welcomed the opportunity to participate in the THM consultation process. We
believe that our association's approach to preparing and submitting a response was both effective
and responsible. We also believe that our response represented the Canada-wide consensus of
municipal water suppliers.

Our response package was submitted in November 1992. The Federal-Provincial Subcommittee
on Drinking Water approved a recommended IMAC for total trihalomethanes at its April 6/7
meeting in Ottawa. It is our understanding that this recommendation is subject to the approval
of the Federal-Provincial Advisory Committee on Environmental and Occupational Health (meeting
in May 1993).

Your original consultation package did not identify the process that might take place at this stage.
We are somewhat disappointed that we have not received any official comments on our response
package, although we understand that such is forthcoming. Of more significance to us and all
Canadian municipal water supply agencies is the communication which takes place after the
Advisory Committee makes a decision. Regardless of that decision, we believe that those agencies
participating in the consultation process should be immediately provided with an applicable
announcement.

We particularly wish to avoid repetition of past situations where municipalities had their first
notification of an important water quality issue via the news media. The THM issue is so
significant that we plan to transmit an announcement to all of our members within 24 hours of
receiving notice from your department. "

CWWA has now been advised (May 19) that although a revised THM guideline has been approved
by the Federal-Provincial Advisory Committee on Environmental and Occupational Health, an
official and formal announcement is not possible at this time.

It is indeed unfortunate that defining such an important water quality parameter is being delayed
in this fashion. The situation places the guideline-setting process in question, and in some cases,
could adversely impact the planning process for new or expanded water treatment facilities.

Although the Bulletin is aware of the revised THM guideline, we are not authorized to inform
our readers until the official announcement is made. Anyone urgently needing the information
should contact their applicable provincial ministry.
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WATER TREATMENT
PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATIONS
A Manual for the Production of Drinking Water

This companion document to the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality is the first comprehensive
water treatment publication produced entirely in Canada. It addresses Canadian conditions — particularly
the treatment technologies which are most appropriate for meeting national and provincial drinking water criteria.

THE MANUAL'S SECTION ON 'TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR SPECIFIC CONTAMINANTS' IS UNIQUE.

IT PROVIDES THE READER WITH INFORMATION NOT NORMALLY AVAILABLE IN SUCH A CONVENIENT

FORM. CONDENSED TREATMENT OVERVIEWS ARE LISTED FOR 4 MICROBIOLOGICAL PARAMETERS,

27 INORGANIC CONTAMINANTS, 30 ORGANIC CONTAMINANTS, 47 PESTICIDES, AND 5 RADIONUCLIDES.

This 365-page publication is an essential reference textbook for anyone involved with any aspect of drinking
water quality and treatment — students, academics, waterworks employees, consultants, researchers and
government agencies.

It is currently available in English only. The French language version is expected to be available late 1993.

AVAILABLE ONLY THROUGH THE CANADIAN WATER AND WASTEWATER ASSOCIATION

5 ---------------------------------------------~
Please send me copies of "Water Treatment Principles and Applications".

CWWA Member Price * : $ 95.00 + $ 9.50 shipping/handling + $ 7.32 GST = $111.82
Non-Member Price: $120.00 + $12.00 shipping/handling + $ 9.24 GST = $141.24

* Applicable only to members of the Canadian Water and Wastewater Association.
1

NAME

j TITLE j

ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

j CITY/PROVINCE POSTAL CODE j

TELEPHONE FAX

j Mail this. form, together with your cheque to: Canadian Water and Wastewater Association j
24 Clarence Street, 3rd Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1 N 5P3

GST #8106868607 tel: (613) 238-5692 fax: (613) 238-5193
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CANADIAN WATER AND WASTEWATER ASSOCIATION
ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE DES EAUX POTABLES ET USEES

NEWS RELEASE May 18, 1993

NEW WATER TREATMENT PUBLICATION FROM
THE CANADIAN WATER AND WASTEWATER ASSOCIATION

The Canadian Water and Wastewater Association (CWWA) announces the availability
of a new publication, WATER TREATMENT PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATIONS.

This 365-page manual for the production of drinking water has been prepared by Health
and Welfare Canada as a companion document to the "Guidelines for Canadian Drinking
Water Quality". A first-ever Canadian publication on water treatment, it addresses all
current drinking water issues and treatment technologies. A particularly unique chapter,
"Treatment Options for Specific Contaminants", conveniently overviews treatment
techniques for over 100 parameters.

"Water Treatment Principles and Applications" is priced at $95.00 to CWWA members, $120.00
to non-members (shipping/handling and GST extra).

THIS MANUAL IS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH ONLY. A FRENCH
LANGUAGE VERSION IS EXPECTED TO BE AVAILABLE LATE IN 1993.

For order forms, please telephone, fax or write to CWWA, 24 Clarence Street, 3rd Floor,
Ottawa, ON, K1N 5P3, tel: (613) 238-5692; fax (613) 238-5193.

The Canadian Water and Wastewater Association is an association of municipal water
and sewage agencies across Canada, representing their common interests, and providing
liaison in technical and governmental issues at a national level.
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