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August 15, 1993

Sarah Miller
Canadian Environmental Law Association
517 Coile$e Street Ste.401
Tcrmnto, Ontario
M6G 4A2

Dear Sarah Miller,

As a participant in the Women's Consultation Meeting can Health and the
Environment last May, you are probably aware that a number cif women expressed
interest in participating in a second Mooting to discuss wornon's health and
environmental issues, We are approaching you now, because the Great Lakes
Health Effects Program (GUHEP) [Health and Welfare Canada] has generously
offered limited financial support for a second meeting. We would like to work with
you and by including your input and suggestions, put together a meeting that best
quits all of our needs.

I gran Andrews of CLHEP asked us for assistance in planning a second
Women's Consultation Meeting to be held in March, 1994. Attached please find the
results of our brainstorming: a draft agenda; objectives for the Women's Coalition
on Health and the Rrvironinew; and a questionnaire. that will hell' us plan the next
meeting.

Please return the questionnaire to us by fax $ (416) 531-6214 Attn: Linda
Norheim, WHET or trail [c/o Betty Auslander, 85 Walnrsley Blvd., Toronto, CAN,
M4V 17071 by September 10,1993. if you wish to discuss the plans for the tneetirtg
with us, please do not hesitate to contact us at the numbers listed below.

']"hank you, in advance for your input. We look forward to heaAng your
comments, criticisms and suggestions in the near future.

Sincerely,

Unda Norheit'n
w, (416) 516-2600
h. (416) 7713-1225

Enel:
draft agenda
-objectives
-questionnaire

`~
and Betty Auslander

h. (416) 487-2061
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Dear Sarah Miller, 
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As a participant in the Women's Consultation Meeting on Health and the 
Environmenlla~t May, you are probably aware that a number of women expressed 
interesUn participating in a !';econd mocHn8 to discuss women's health and 
environmental 1ssues, We are approaching you now, because the Great Lakes 
Health Effects Program (GLHEp) (Health and Welfare Canada] has generously 
offered limited financial supporl10r a second moeting. We would lIke to work with 
you andhy including your input and suggestions, put together a meeUng that best 
~uits aU of our needs. 

Lynn Andrews of GLHEP asked us tnr af;s1stancc In planning a second 
Women's ('..onsultation Meeting to be held in March, , 994. Attached please fjnd the 
results of our brainstonning: a draft agenda; objectives for the Women's CoaUtion 
on Health and the Envitnnmen!; f)nn :;!j rttl~~tionnaire that Will help us plan the nc~xt 
meeting. 

Please l-elul'n lhequcf;kionnaire to us by fax [(416) 531~6214 Attn: Linda 
Norhe1m, WHHj or mail [c/o Hetty Auslander, 85 Walmsley Blvd" Toronto, ON, 
M4V 1 X71 by September '10. 1993. If you wish to discuss the plans forthe mooting 
with us, please do not hesitate to contact u:;; at the numbers listed helow. 

Thank you, in advance for your input. We look fotward to healing your 
comment!;, criticisms and suggestions in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Unda Norhe1m and 
w (416) 516-2600 
h. (416)77R-122!; 

End: 
. draft agenda 
-objectives 
-questionnaire 

~.~ 

Betty Auslander 
h, (416) 487-2061 
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'women's Coalition on Health and the %vilOnment

Objectives:

1. To explore women's perspectives on the cmAronnient, Nvornen's
definitions of the environment, health and sustainability; and
wytsmc.n'.% role in envhnnmental change.

2. To explore some of the systemic problems we are faced with w?yen trying
to respond to the envimnrnental crisis and whore we are looking for
solutions.

3. To share information about specific issues with ether members of the
coalition.

4. TO encourage goveniment and business to take steps that will bring about
cleaner air, water and food.

s. 1"0 reach out to the i,arger community, especially women.
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Women's Coalition on Health and the Rnvironment 

Objectives: 

1. To explore women's perspecLivef. on the environment; women's 
defin1Uons of the cnvirontllent l health and sustain ability; and 
wumen's Tule tn envJronmontal change. 

2. To explore some of the :c!,ystcmic problerns we are faced wilh when trying 
in t'P-~pond to thE!' ~nvimnmcntal crisis ;and whQre we are looking fOT 

solutions. 

3 .. To share infonnation about specific issues with other members of the 
coalition. 

4. To encourage government and business to take steps that will hring about 
cleaner air, waler and food . 

. 5. To reach out to the larger community,especially women. 
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HRP"AKVAS'1' 8.00 9:00

JYQME.ILAND THE ENVIRONMENT 9:00-10:30
(6,11mumiun In groin cif 6=8)
Queshoi s to consider.
1) t1c;w did you come to b-, In the work/ group you are ht
)What is it like to be a womate doing, eiwironitietei / health related work?
3) What are rur strengths and weaknesses in (lie work you CIO?
4) How do we deal Wth'burn-out'?
5)1low comfortable- Ito you feel Sharlttg yotar ra71 ideas / feelings wliett you're in a group?
6) l.low can vm give each Othe*r'suPPMV .
i)How do we, as women, see the environment?
9) What are our need as women?

BREAK

CROUP REPORTS AND SYNTHFSIS

LUNCH

RESPONDINUTO I'IIE ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS:
PHILOSOPHICAL AND PF.7L 'I° CAL ANALYSIS
(3€) min. speaker)
1 mbtems with the Current 4y%tem
-Power relaticroshIPs In ettvitr nmenUd decision. making (government,scienc e, industry,
etch Sove4'rinwM organlzatiozls, ftor-UlturM and industrial workers)

QUESTIONS

BREAK

DISCUSSION OF ISSUES AND
MR.-'ABiNT Ii;. N OF PRESENTATIONS
(discumion In groups of 6 8)
Questions to consider.
1) What are the prnblems with the corm€ system?
2) Does it retleci our values as women?
3) What would we like to see thange?
4) What would be the; ideal syste;lrn?

10:311.11:W

1100 12:00

121111.1113

1:00-1:30

1:SO-2:00

2;00-2:30

2-30-4,90

IyRES'EN'I'ATION OF GROUP DISCUSSIONS 00-5:00
(Intaginaklon and cvwativlty is encowaged in the reports back to the larger group)

D I NN Ir,R 

5;00-6:00

BRFAK 

6:0077:00

CULOIrIiVE /AND HEALTH 

7:00-8:00

(presentation)

THfEATRF 
PlIPS'PNTATIC N-or FILMS 

8:n(]
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DRAFT AGENDA - SATURI)/\ Y 

BREAKFAST 

YiQMEN AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
".tlm:U8SI~m in ~n.lups of fHl) 
Questions to oonsidet. 
1) Iiow did yuu tome to be In t he work/group you are hl ? 
2,What is it like to be a woman dOing environment/health related work? 
a~ What are your t'lttength~ and weaknesses in tim work you clo? 
4) How do we deal with'bunl-Dut'? 
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8:009:00 

9:00-10:30 

5) I iow comfortable do you teel Shal1t'lg your real idea;;: I feelings when you're in a groupl 
6) 1 tow can 'We give each other support? 
l)How dowe, as women, see the environment I 
8) What are our needs as women? 

BREAK 

CROllP REPORTS .AND SYNTHESIS 

LUNCH 

RESPONDING TO THE ENV1RONMENTAL CRISIS: 
PHIl.OSOPHICAL AND fQJ..l'I'U;AL ANALYSIS 
(30 min. speaker) 
.Problems with tho currenf sYAtCtli 
-Power relauonlihlp!'l In. enVironmental decisionmaldng (govemmeret,scler,,::c, Indus! ry, 
non gov(!!mtnenl OI"ganizalio!ls, agrlc~.ltur81tl1'd indl1t\tti~l w(Jrket!l) 

QUESTIONS 

BREAK 

DISCUSSION OF J~SUESAND 
PRRPAltATION OF PRESENTATIONS 
(dl~us..~jon In groups of 68) 
Questions to consider: 
t) What are the problems with the curront system? 
2) Does it refled our values as women? 
3) What would we like to !'lee (:hang~? 
4) 'What would be the Ideal system? 

PRH~RNTATION OF GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
(ImasinaUon and L"I'e:ltlvlty Is vncouraS9d iu the rotportfl b:.sck t(') the larger group) 

DINNER 

BRRAK 

CHLORINE AND HEALTH 
(pT'e;entaUon) 

THEATRE PRESENTATION or FlLM~ 

1 O:3U· 11 :00 

11:0012:00 

12 {i[l·l :00 

1:00·1:30 

1 :30-2:00 

2:00-2:30 

2:30·4:0U 

4:00-5:00 

5;00-6:00 

6:00~7:00 

7:00-8:(lO 

8;00-
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DRAYr AGI NDA. SUNDAY

BREAKFAST

TAE 31Q..M9 N'S CC) LITION C)N HEAI;114
D THE NVIIZC3 y - 1JR M1(-,fi ON

(Review 5 objectives that. Have been developed)
Questions to cotLsidpr-
1) Are these what we want to focus on?
2) Flow can we ha+st ii e our intluenee as a group?
3) Ant: we interested in community outreach and politic Al action?
4) What would be a mission statement for this coalition?

BREAK

12:30 Na.011 P.04

3:UU-9:116

9:00 -10:30

10:3U-11:00

DISCUSSION 1N GROUPS: 11:00-12:011
GROUP A COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Questions to consider.
1) What is the best way to reach women and the general public.?
2) How can we best channel information to mmen in getups represented in and outside the coalition?
2) How are we (our groups) doing educational nutr each?
3) Which messages will this coalition communicate? .
4) What is your rv+c1xvnae to the content and icm-nat of the Great l.Pkes Healtb i;ffecls f'rogr an a'~
publications?

GROUP I3: POLITICAL, ACTION
Questions to Lunsider:
') How will the Wotnen's Coalition pass resolutions (intema)ly)?
2) Huw wtil the Coalition deride which issues to foccts cm A r political Faction?
9) What strategies will the Coalition rise?
4) Du we want to snake presentations at public ligarings?
5) Does this group want to invite key people in government departments to dialogue with us?
b) Will this gr Up give feedback to government departments on the nature of their research and anyvalue biases?

LUNCH

fRFVORT RACK TO LARGER GROLfP

SYNTHESIS- P JI.l.LING'ITOGF"rHER TH F COMMON 'FH1- EA1)S

BREAK

DISCUSSION OF NEXT' STEPS

EVALIJATION OF THIS MEETING

12:00-1:00

1:00-2:x)0

2,00-:230

2:30-3:00

3:00-3:30

3:30-4:100
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DRAvr AGENDA SUNDAY 

BRBAKFAST 

THE WQMt;N'S UJALITION ON HEAl.TH 
AND THE ENVIRONMENT - OUR MISSION 
(Review 5 objectives that have been developed) 
QuestionS to con'lidp.r. 
1) Are these what we want to focus on"? 
2) How am WP. hP-"lt ui!ie·ourinfluence as a group? 
3) Aret we interested in community outreach and political action 7 
4) What wnulr:l be 21 mission "talaomeni: fbl' t.his co~liti()n? 

BREAK 

DISCUSSlON IN GROUPS: 
GROUP A COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
. Questions to oonsider. 
1) What lIS the best way to rftlllch wnmEm and the general public.? 

8:UU-9:UU 

9:()(l - 1 0:30 

1 U::iU-l1 :00 

11:00~12:00 

2) How can we best channel information to \,""omen in grottps represented 1n and outside the coalition? 
2) HOIIV are we (our brn:1Up~) rloing educational nutrooch~ 
3) Which mesaages will thi::; coalition communIcate? 
4) 1Nhat is your 1"f!l;portiloe to the content :md torm~t of tho Crcilit I ~kes Health Hffccls Pro8t'tflll (~ 
publications? 

GROUP B: POLITICAL ACTION 
QUel5Uons tu consider. . 
1) How will the Women's Coalition pass resolutions (internally)? 
2) Huw will the Coalition c:1ec..ide which issues to fOCllS on fnr political action? 
:3) What strategies will the C.ualition use? 
4) Du Wt'! want to make prese!ltattoosat puL")lic Iwarings"? 
5) Does this group want to invite key people in government dcparhnent~ to dialogtle wtth uS? 
6) Will this group give feed~ck to government deparltncmts on the natul'C of their l"C!;oarch and any 
value biases? 

LUNCH 12:00-1:00 

R HPORT BACK TO LARGER GROll P 1:00-2:00 

SYNTHE5IS- PULLfNGTOGETHER THE COMMUN THREADS 2.:00·2:30 

BREAK 2:30-:~:OO 

DISCUSSION OF NEXT STEPS 3:00-3:3U 

EVALUA nON OF THIS MEET} NG 3:30-4:0U 
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Help us plan the ,spring meeting
We need your input!

WOMEN, HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT
QUE'S"I'IONNAIRE

1. Are you planning on attending the spring meeting? If not, why?

Z Unfortunately, Health and Welfare Canada cannot fully support the 2nd
women's meeting to discuss health and the environment. Since we aree working
with a low budget, we encourage as many women as possible to cover travel
expensm. Thiq will allow us to a) offer more -,subsidies to women travelling farther
distances; b) offer more subsidies to warned who need it; and c)1possibly] invite
more participants, wc)uld you able to c uver your yawn travel expenses to Tar®alto?
Would you be interested in a carpool?

3. Although we sloped to field d l«c:ation uutside o Toronto, we suggest the meeting
be held in Toronto for the fallowing reasons:

a) it is likely that we wilt be offered a free meeting place in Toronto;
1)) given the origins of th¢ woat on from they last rnw.ting, Toronto appears
to be a central location. A number of the participants from the last meeting
are from Toronto.

Can you suggest any alternatives? Do you know of any free meeting places in or
Outside of 'Toronto that we could use?

4. If you are from Toronto, would you be willing to Millet another participant? If so,
haw many? Do you have; any clogs or cats? 1*)o you sniolce?
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Help us plan the f»pnng meeUngl 
We need your inputl 

WOMEN, HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
QUESfIONNAIRE 

1. Are you planning on attending the spting meeting? If not, why'? 

2. Unforlunalely, He .. dth imd Welfare Canada cannot rutty support the 2nd 
women's meeting to discuss health and the environment. Since we are working 
with a low budget, we encourage as many women as possible to cover travel 
expens~. ThJ~ will allnw us to a) offer more ~ubsjdies to women travelling farther 
distances; b) offer more subsidies to women who need it; and c) Ipossibly] invite 
rtmre participants, Would )'o")u able tu cuvt!1" your uwn travel expenses to Taranto? 
Would you be interested In a carpool? 

3. Although we 110ped loflm] i:l Illc~tjOJl llutslcte of Toronto, we suggest the meeting 
be held in Toronto for the ronowing reasons: 

a) it is likely that we will be offered rl free meeting place in Toronto; 
b) given the origins of thp. womC'!n from the-last t'n~Qtins TOfOtllo 3.1')~,ears 

to bea central1ocation. A number of the participants from the last meeting 
are from Toronto, 

Can you suggesiany alternatives? 110 you know of any free meeting places in or 
outside of Toronto that we could use? 

----~ ... ~-----.--........... . 

-.. -~-----

4. If you are from Tomnto, would you he willing to biUet another partiCjpant? If so, 
how many? Do you have any doss or cat~? no you sl'l'loke? 

.-~ •... ,~-----

----~--.--....... . -----.. _--------_._ .. , .• -
---_._------------------_ .. 

. _--- '.' ._--------_ ........ _-----_ .. 

.../2 
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Page 2
Questionnaire,

S. If you are from outside 'Toronto, would you be twilling to stay overnight at a
co-participam's home? Are yDU allergic to dei&s or cats? Are you sensitive to.srnoke?

6. The Draft Agenda: Do you find the draft agenda interesting? Too detailed/6k->neral?Tow do you find the 
Urning? Tao few/many speakers /present ations?

Criticisms? Comments? Suggestions?
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Page 2 
Questionnaire 

5. Tf you are from outside Toronto, would you be wiHing to stay overnight at a co-parUcipanL's home? Are you aHergfcto dogs or cats? Are you sensitive to smoke? 

---.-.- .•.. ~~------.--. - ... _---_ ......... _---_ .... ,._----_._._ .... . 

-~---.----- ... _-----.------_... . .. _-----_._--_ ... '. 
6. The Draft Agenda: Do you find the drafl agenda interesting? Too detaiJed/ general? How dn you find the liming? Too few/many spoakers/pre:'lcntations? , CtiUcisms'? Comments? Suggestions? 

-"'._,.----- ..... "._---_ .. _ .. , .. _----,---

----------_ .. ' ....... _----,-----_ ... , ._-----------
----.-... ------... ~-------...... - ,---

,~-------.. ... -----------., -' -----_ ... _------------_., ... _._-_. 
-.... , ." .. '---_ ... - ... ----.... ------_ .... _.---

........ _----- ... -,---

-------- '''----------------" .:., .. _------... -------_ .. ---------------
-----'-._-

--------- ,----00-_----- .. ______ .. ________ ._ ... , . _____ _ 

.. ,/~ 
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Page 3
Questionnaire

7. Objectives for the Women's Coalition on Heald~ and the Fnvironment. Do you
like the Idea of an ongoing coalition? Are there too many objectives? Too feW? is
the wording too specific? too general? Other objectives? Crfficisms? Comments?
Suggestions?

8, Are you vegetarian? Do you have any food allergies?

9. Would you require any assisiallue with daycare?

10... Additional needs/ comments
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Page ~ 
Questionnaire 

7. Objectives for the Women's Coalition on He2lHh and th~ Environment. Do you 
ltke the idea of an ongOing coalition? Are there too many objectiVOS? Too fewr is 
the wording too specific? too general? Other objectives? Criticisms? Comments? 
Suggestions? 

--------, -_._----_ .. _-_ .. '. ._--------------. .......... --... _---_._-------_ . 

.... N •• '.N •••• •• .. •••• ___________ .__. ...... , ________ • --. 

8, Are you veg~tarian? Do you have any food anergies? 

9. Would you re'Juiro any asslsbmr.:e with dflycare? 

____ ....... _________ .N. _ .. " ,." .. ________ . __ ..... , ........ ~ ___________ ~'.'.' '" ...... ' ..... _____ _ 

10., .. Additional needs; comments: 

,----~---------... ,--------.-,. ,.,,-------- ... - .. _---------

----------......... _----------_ ... ,--------'--_.. ,,,,_.---------.-_._--


