
RECEIVED MAR 2 4 1992

FEB 2.8 1992
Ms. Jennifer Rae
Great Lakes Health Effects Program
Health and Welfare Canada
Room 201 EHC, Tunney's Pasture
Ottawa, ON K1A OL2
CANADA

Dear Ms. Rae:

In response to your call and fax of February 26, I am very sorry
that the EOWG Subcommittee on Lake Ontario Stewardship Indicators
has not benefitted from your participation until now. Please
consider yourself a member as indicated on the enclosed
Subcommittee "Permanent Membership" list.

All important materials of the Subcommittee are enclosed. Draft
minutes of the last (Feb 20th) meeting have not yet been reviewed
by the Subcommittee.

After looking at the enclosed material it may be useful for us to
discuss your reactions. Please call (212-264-5356) at your
convenience.

Useful, agreed indicators of stewardship will be more valuable
than most realize. I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely yours,

Joel S. O'Connor
Ocean Policy Coordinator

Enclosures

cc: Paul Bertram, GLNPO
Trefor Reynoldson, CCIW
Stewardship Indicators Subcommittee
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' UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 11

DATE: MAR 18 1992
SUBJECT: EOWG Subcommittee on Responsible Stewardship, Third Meeting

FROM: Joel O' Conno

TO: 

C
Subcommitt a Membership

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 16th, 10:00-
3:00 at the Airways Hotel, Buffalo (adjacent to the Buffalo
Airport).

You should by now have received from Susan Bloss the minutes of
our last, Feb 20, meeting in Toronto. Please call me (212-264-
5356) or Susan (716-285-8842) if you did not receive the minutes.
Also, please send me any corrections to the minutes well before
our April 16th meeting (to minimize meeting time spent in
refining minutes).

Please welcome Ms. Jennifer Rae, Health and Welfare Canada, to
Subcommittee membership. Ms. Rae brings to us valuable
perspective on environmental health.

As requested at the Toronto meeting, recommended changes to the
Stewardship Objective are attached. I have tried to .incorporate
what seem to me very important perspectives contributed by Jim.
Ransom. (See attached letter from Jim.) I will ask for formal
approval of this, or a similar, Objective statement on April 16.
If there are preferred alternatives, please bring multiple copies
of them to the meeting.

The March 4-5 meeting of our parent work group,'EOWG, was
fruitful. Some managers are emphasizing rapid development and
validation of EOWG's environmental indicators. Such needs are
felt strongly, to enable the work of EOWG, the Environmental.
Monitoring and Assessment Program (EMAP), and the Great Lakes
Monitoring Program. Given the short time our Subcommittee has
been in business, EOWO participants seemed to feel that we are
making good progress. However, we have been asked by the EOWG to
complete a Work Plan at our next meeting which outlines "closure"
on our work. While many of us suspect that stewardship
indicators will evolve for a long time, it is important for us to
indicate what we expect to complete within a year or two. The
Work Plan should include outlines of research efforts that we
need to completely specify or validate particular indicators
(e.g., data gathering and analysis, graphics, etc.). Please
clarify such research needs soon, and call or fax them to me
before the April meeting.

The EOWG Subcommittee on Human Health Indicators wishes to work
with us on a "public perceptions" indicator: sales of bottled
water, numbers of people violating fisheries closures, etc. I am
asking Jennifer Rae to work with her colleague Laurie Moss or
Laurie's replacement on the Human Health Indicators Subcommittee,
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and familiarize me with this developing public perceptions
indicator before our April 16 meeting.

At our last meeting it was suggested that an indicator of water
input/use might be referred to another EOWG subcommittee. At the
EOWG meeting there was no indication that another subcommittee
considered this indicator within their purview. Given the
fundamental importance of water as a resource, I will ask for
reconsideration of this indicator by our Subcommittee.

The Co-Chairs of EOWG asked me for a progress report on our work
by end March. You will of course receive the report
simultaneously.

EOWG members had some useful suggestions regarding our
(understandable) difficulty in reaching a common view of who will
use stewardship indicators, and how. I have intentionally
invited membership on the Subcommittee from very different places
-- geographically, culturally, academically, etc. -- to ensure
that our indicators represent the several dimensions of cultures
within the Basin. I an confident that our Subcommittee can reach
consensus on a few useful indicators, but am concerned that we
perceive accurately the disparate information needs of
scientists, decisionmakers and the public. Much has been written
about who needs environmental indicators and how they will be
used: Most of this guidance seems to be from other-than-users.
To my knowledge the decisionmakers have not given much guidance.
Indeed, I see no path to much better understanding of what
decisionmakers really want from indicators, but several EOWG
members suggested a way to more objective knowledge of what the
public wants (which is perhaps most relevant). Gail Krantzberg,
Ontario Ministry of the Environment, and other EOWG participants
suggested that our Subcommittee work with an environmental group
to conduct a workshop on stewardship indicators. The selected
environmental group is presumed to already have some objective
knowledge of public needs re indicators. Such a workshop seems
to me potentially valuable if, in addition to voicing indicator
needs broadly, participants could react to a few stewardship
indicators that were fully worked out and presented simply. I
would appreciate reactions to this suggestion, ideally this
month.

We should make as much progress as possible toward completing a
few stewardship indicators, permitting further improvements in
them at our April 16 meeting. We have outlined several
potentially vauable indicators; now we must fully define and
justify a few of them. To this end I will be in touch with you
individually.

Attachments

cc: Paul Bertram, GLNPO
Trefor Reynoldson, CCIW
Susan Bloss, EPA, Niagara Falls
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Joel O'Connor

March 16, 1992

Recommended Changes

in Lake Ontario Stewardship Objective Statement of

Ecosystems Objectives Work Group

Objective [unchanged]: Human activities and decisions shall
embrace environmental ethics and a commitment to responsible
stewardship.

The ability of human society to profoundly affect the ecosystem,
together with our dependence on it, requires that we regain an
environmental ethic to guide our society's activities. Our
tendency to consider ourselves separate from, and in control of,
the ecosystem has greatly contributed to the degradation of Lake
Ontario. The Lake has long been taken for granted and exploited
rather than valued. It is now evident that these practices can
not be sustained, we must recognize and reconcile ourselves to
dependence upon finite ecosystems. Other cultures respect,
indeed revere, the earth which sustains all life -- we must
regain a similar sense of community with the Lake and its basin.
Recent dominant perceptions that society depends upon relatively
unfettered environmental exploitation is not "human nature."
These perceptions can change, as views have changed through
history, when they conflict with new knowledge and experience.
We must accept responsibility for maintaining the ecological
processes and components of Lake Ontario, preserving its
biological diversity and following the principles of sustainable
use of resources. Responsible stewardship includes: educating
society about current resource uses and practices which
jeopardize ecosystem integrity; advocating environmentally
sustainable behavior in individuals and institutions; and
changing the economic incentives which degrade the ecosystem.
Many issues, such as achieving zero discharge of persistent
contaminants, and the introduction of exotic species, will be
more easily resolved with such an approach.

file: STEWOBJ
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MOH AWK COUNCIL OF AKWESASNE
1
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February 20, 1992

Mr. Joel S. O'Connor

Ocean Policy Coordinator '

US EPA, Region II

1 Water Management Division

26 Federal Plaza i
New York, New York 10278 1

` Dear Joel: i

I have reviewed the letter you sent to me, dated January 23,

1992. I believe you have done an excellent job in

synthesizing what I talked about in Buffalo with your own i

thoughts on the issue of stewardship.

' I have only two modifications to the letter. First, I would r

eliminate the phrase "--recognized and reconciled themselves

to their dependence upon finite resources." The new

i sentence would read "Preindustrial cultures -- European and

Native American -- respected, indeed revered.... Second, I

would change in that same sentence the phrase "the earth

which sustained them" to "the earth which sustained a1..1

life". Last, in the second paragraph, I would change the

phrase "our tendency to consider ourselves separate from the

ec:osystem..." to "Our tendency to consider ourselves

separate and above the ecosystem..."

I regret that I am unable to attend the meeting today. '

However, I have the following thoughts on the discussion of

indicators. Many of the environmental problems in the Great

Lakes have been caused by human "progress" at the expense of

our environment. It is not until pollution caused by our

` p_ractices begins impacting society as a whole that we begin

to think about changing our ways.

If we are going to select indicators of ecosystem health, we

1 need to look at how things were before we contaminated the

ecosystem, how things are r)ow that we . have contaminated it,

and what we are doing to roctoro, replace, or rAhAhilitAtA

the damaged ecosytem.

Mohawk Gov't ottlai (613)S75-234S Admlrf. OfHeo (613) 575-2266

(6131076-2220 (613) $76.2222

_~ i ~. ~~ i : : ,y l...ea■■n: - Lend Whuro the Rartrirto■ Arum. i .ew mw 7r- -0- 'i i Am-~~ i
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Species that have become extinct or threatened or endangered

could be one way to indicate how we haven't fulfilled our

responsibilities to Mother Earth. Projects to protect

threatened or endangered species could show how we are

trying to fulfill our responsibilities.

The introduction of chemicals (PCBs, mirex, mercury)

phosphates) into Lake Ontario and the impact on the lake's

ecosystem could be another indicator of not fulfilling our

responsibility. Levels of chemicals in fish, wildlife, and

watnrfowl could be maeSilrpS of the impact. Fish and

wildlife consumption advisories issued could be indicators

of how severe the problem is. Projects to stop polluting

and clean up contaminated areas of the lake indicate

fulfilling of our repsonsibility.

Exotic species introduced into the lake environment could be

another indicator of not fulfilling our responsibility. The

zebra mussel is one obvious species that comes to mind.

Others could be identified and the changes they have caused

to the lake's ecosystem could be an indicator of the damage

we can cause by not fulfilling our responsibilities.

I hope that I have been able to get across my thoughts on

indicators of stewardship. I have tried to think of

indicators that would be practical to measure and that have

had drastic consecluencos, not only on the lake's ecosystem,

but to humans also.

In addition, attached is a copy of testimony by a

Traditional Chief from our community given at a hearing

concerning the St. Lawrence River. He eloquently presents

the Mohawk perspective of our relationship to Mother Earth.

It is for your use.

I loop: forward to continuing to work with the Stewardship

Indicators SubCommittee.

Sincerely,

ZA ~) ,
ames W. Ransom

Environmental Division

• ~ '"U UI.. , 1..' .&.'2& .~" '.''''''', ..... "., ""'''''~. ,,.,. ___ ..... 
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one of the oti,er speakers o= the group,. Thank you.

CHIEF PORTER: At this time, I would like to

speak with you, the delegates from the various departments

and government departments, and I speak with you 
in your

own language so that you may understand the 
concerns of the

bzohawk people. A number of years ago, tae leaders of the

Ilohawk people assembled wnd were informed of this 
gathering

in this heariwys in this investigation and they 
thought

that it was way past due, that this should cone 
to the

forefront, and when they have heard of this, they 
are the

ones whu send tilis delegation here to join with ;you to slake

this discussion on the environment because it is the most

important in our life.

I carry with tae the yreetinys of our leaders,

the men leaders as well as the women leaders, and the

people who hold no positions of government who are the free

people, the men and women and our young people, the

children to the little tiny children, the babies in the

cradleboards, :.nd I carry the words of all of these

dirterent aye groups of people of our nation, tite 2:o:zawk

Nation.

They sand their yreetinys and their best wishes

to you, the leavers of tine dirrerent enviLenmental

departments and government department, state and federal or
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whatever other leaders will be presenL. . And L1,Cy auiJ wi,el1

you return from the nearing and this 3athering, that you

should carry with you back to your government seats, to

•your homes, to your wives and your ifani1Y and yuur

children, the greetinys of the leaders and people and the

ohildron of the :1ohswk .r:acion gaea book with you. ~

It is at this Line that Z want to offer a

prayer. I guess you could say it's a prayer in English,

but Enylisii is a very ham language to interpret. In my ~

1language, we call it (inu.udible) and it is thesa words

which in English would pro-Cably bc: called a prayer before

iAny r„eeting of government, before any :.-eetinq of a

ceremony, a religious yatneriny, before anytAiin~p tnat is

iportant. It is tl►ese %lords that roust be said. And it I ~

interpret it into Enyl:isu in the most proper way it will j

say ( inaudible) . (Inaudible) means in the front of,

( inaudible) means the issues are inatters of importance, the

thing that is said betore anything important is discussed,

and this is what I would like to address at this time.

At this tilae, tae people are gathered here and '

the ieadc-rs are yathere4 rare and the women an4 everyone is
3

gathered. As we loos: about one another, it appears tha.L we j

seeLi to be- in yooc' healti, hysiCslly, and also e;ilotiunallr !

there seems to be a certain amount of peace that all
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2 you return from the nearin~ &nd this 9atherin" that you 

3 should carry with you back to your ~overnment seats, to 

4 'your' homes, to your wives anCi your iaIilily ilnd yuur 

5 children, the grcetinys of the leaders and people and the 

, Qhilc.h;cn of the I1oh:1wltl':",,:,ion !:lOCO b~ok with you. 

7 It is at this time that I ~ant to oifer a 

8 prayer. I guess you coul~ s~y itls ~ ?rayer in English, 

9 but En~lis~ is a veri ~~rd l~n~ua~e to interpret. In rot 

10 lunguaye, we call it (in~ydibl~) ~na it is thesd words 

11 which in En~lish would vrct~bly b6 Callea a prayer before 

12 

13 cer~mony, C\ re1i9ious yatherinw, before ~nytuin~ tnat is 
-. ",_. ~._..,. 1 _ 

14 i~-:\portant. It is these \/ord;; that Joust be said. And it I 

15 interpret it into En~lis'l in the Llost proper way it will 

16 say (in~udible). (Inaudible) m~ans in tbe front of. 

17 (inaudibl~) ~eans the issues are ~atters of importance, the 

1El thin~ that is snid betore anything inportant is discussed, 

19 ~na this is what I would like to addre~s ~t this time. I 
20 At this tihle, t~e people arc ~~thered here and, II 

th~ leadc.·rs are yatht:rec3 here &lnd the WOlden nne .::v.;ryone 15 21 

22 

23 

24 

~athered. As we look about on~ anoth~r, it 6ppears that we 

seer.1 to be' in (JOOe;'! he"l ti) ;hyfiiCi.llly, clilC' also cjilotionalll 

there s~e~s to be a certain drnount of peaca ~hat ~ll 

I 
I 

i 

I 
j 
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retains in this gathering.

why 15 11 LheL -.=yY is A. DBADon for that

great privii.ege to meet each other 
gathered 'here today on

th.is'very important day. We will give greetings 
and

gratitude to one another's company as 
we are assembled

mere. We are grateful for one 
another.

The next is our creator make 
the earth in La1e

beginniny of time. Beyona t1le jnemory of you and I, 
when

our great-$rent-grandfathers were 
first born ana given the

breath of life, our creator at that 
time said the earth

viii be your mother. And the creator said to 
zhe .seers and

,Co the animals and to the birds, cite earth will be Your

motizer, too. And I have instructed the 
earth to give ̀ 003

and nourishment and nedicine and a 
quenching of t1jrst to

all. life. And since the very beginning of 
tine, beiora the

mealory of you and I, ;Sother 3arth has 
xulfilled that. what

the creator told her.

And so I ask that we the 
children gathered acre

zuuay wi11 bring our inir.ds together as one and we will Say

;,o our Nother ]Earth spirit, we your 
children here thank you

since the beginniny of tithe for this 
opportunity to live

and for following the creator's wk,y. . Wp the people .iumbly

thank you toddy, ::other Barth.

It is another that our creator saade 
the rivers

" 

, 
\ 
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retains in this gathering. 

~reat priviiege to meet each other ~athered here today on 

this'very i~po[tant day. We will ~ive 9reetings and 

yratitude to one another's company as we are assembled 

berea We are 9r~teful tor on~ another. 

The next is our creator make the earth In t~e 

be~inninl:J of time. Beyond the lilemory of you and I, ·.Jnen 

lour ~reat-~reat-yranatathers were first born ano given ~he 

breath of life, our creator at that time said the Earth 

\dll be your mother. Ana the crE::ator said to 1;he caers and 

to the clnimals anc1 to the biros, i:lle earth ",,111 be your 

mutber, too. And I have in~truct~dthe earth to ~ive food 
.. -~: ... ,-........, 

and nourishment ~nd ~edicin~ and a quenching of thir!t to 

all life. And since the very beginnin9 of tiroe, beior~ the 

~emory of you ana I, Hother Zarth bas fUlfilled e~at wriat 

the creator told her. 

And so I ask that we the children ~athered ~~re 

~u~ay will b~in9 our minds to~ether as one and we ~i~l ~a~ 

to OUt Wother Earth spirit, we your children here thank you 

since the be~inn'n~ ot time ior this opportunity tu liv~ 

.:lno ~or fol1owinr:.. the creiltorl~ Wily. lie the people .;U::lb1J' 

It is ~nother that our creator ~ade the rivers 

/,,~II 
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and the streams and the rains and the 
oceans. and in the

beginning of time, beyond the neraory of 
you and I. our

creators spoke to the rivers and uur 
creator made the

rivers not just an H20, but he made 
the rivers a livi:~5

entity. And our creator spoke to the river 
and he said the

Mississippi will be tr,e rreat,irandpa and t:iz St. 
Lawrence

will be the uncle and the other small streaz39 
will be the

chose rivers of :•.other Larch «ndcousins. And altoyetrcar,

lakes will be the blood veins of our mother, 
our beautiful 

1

laother he must make sure zriat t:jose are 
al«ays cleaned so

that t;jere will not be a heart 
attack so-me day to our

i

mother .

The creator told the river spirit 
he

as a siyn ai life and so the 
Viayara Falls l+,oved very

strongly, the St. Lawrence as Well, 
looking for all its

children, both bear, deer, nohawk, 
English, trench, Irish

and whatever else to quench the thirst 
of us. And when we

urinK eacn coie glass or water, wnen our 
Znroaz is so orl, 

r

there isn't a wore wonderful teeliny 
of peace and

uonr inual ity or our l irc and tranquility 
than wizat tear-

irenh cold glass of water can do. Our creator make zhosr

rivers and lakes and ne zaid whenever you're 
dry an,.i

tilirsty, go there, any river; any stream, 
and it will

quench your thirst, ror tilat is the way I make the world.
,
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1 and the strearus ~nd the rains ~nd the oceans. And in thc 

2 beyinning of time, beyond the me~ory oi 10U and !, OUI 

3 creat6rs spok~ to the rivErs ~n~ uur c~eator ~ade ~be 

4 rivers not just an H20, but he m~de the riv~Is ~ livinS 

5 entity. And our creator spoke to the river and he said the 

6 ~~ississippi will be the ~reat-~randp~and th~ ~t. L~wrenc~ 

7 will be the uncle dnd th~ other small str~a~s will be the 

a cousins. And altogethar, ~hOS8 tivers of Nother rar~h and 

l~kes ~ill be the blood veins of our ~othert our b~~utiful 
I 9 

10 

11 

12 

~otber. We must make sure ~nat those are always cleane6 ~O! , 

that t~ere will not be a heart ~ttack some day to 0ur 

13 The creator told the river spirit he will ~ove 
... _. - .. -----... 

14 as a siyn of life and so the Ni~yara Falls ~oved very 

15 stron~li, the St. L~wrence as yell, lookins ~or ~ll its 

16 children, both bear, deer, Bohawk, Engli5h, French, Irish 

17 and whatever else to ~uench t~e thirst of us. And ~hen we 

~~ urlnK eacn CO~Q 9~~SS or w~ier, ~n~n our ~nroa~ ~s so O[y, 

19 there isn't a wore wonderful feelin~ oi peace ~nd 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

tre~h cDl~ ijlass of water can rlo. OUT cre&tor Qak~ thosn 

riv~rs anQ lakes an~ he ~~id whenev~r yo~'re dry ~nd 

tllitst~·, so thetc, any l:iv~r~ t:.lny strc.:am, .:1nJ it ~ill 

~u~nch your thirst. tor t~at is the way I m~ke the world. 

t ' 
I 
I , 
I 
I 
i 
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So, I ask these tine human beings gathered 
here

of wavy colors, many shapes, some tall, 
soiae sort, that we

in our diversity will be one on these instances 
and we will

bring our minds as one mind and.we.will say to 
the spirit

of the rivers and the streams and the 
lakes and the oceans

who .iuench our thirst, we thank you for this day 
and this

lire and life on behalf of our children we 
are grateful..

It is another w nat our creator did, our creator

make the birds an4 of all the birds that lie 
naked, he chose

one would be the eagle and the eagle would fly 
the izi7nest

and he will be guardian spirit of our peorle. !

And our CrQ&tor upon Ioaking us as a human 
being

in the beyinniny of the world did not 
want us to become

lonely or bored with life, he did not want us 
to hasten our

departure of death since our birth in order 
that boredoi

will not set in, he Save the birds a iaeeting 
and in the big

Treating of all the birds, lie gav a each one a song and a

rune and he ordered the birds of ail sizes every morning 
as

the new brother sun shines the dawn of a new day, 
you will

begin to sing your chorus and your orchestra and you 
;will

share the iuinds or the humQns, tho deers and the 
bear so

Ulat trey. will not iiastan to go ;o  and die, tilat

they will be joy &,nd there will be pleasantness. Ane. every

morning since the bcginniny of ti►~e, the robin, the

SEl\1 BY:COR\1\ALL. O\'TARIO 2-20-92 2:17PM ;MOHAJK COLNCIL AO\1 1 ... 
:. 

( 

c 

f .... 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

24 

So, I ask these tine human beings ~atbered here 

of ~any colors, many sb~pes, some tall, scme sort, that we 

in our oiversity will be one on these instancQs and we will 

bring our minds as one ~ind and we will say to the spirit 

of the rivers and the streams and the lakes and the oceans 

who ~uench our thirst, we thank you for this day and this 

life and lite on behalf of our chilaren we are sr~teful. 

It is another wnat our creator did, our creator 

9 Make the birds an~ of all the birds that he maked, he chose 

10 one ~ould be the ~ayle and the ea~le would fly the hiibest 

'11 and he will be wu~rdian spirit of our people. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

And OUI croator upon Iliakin<J us as a hUll'\~n be in;,;; 

in ti'le be~innin9 of the world rJid not want us to beco~e 

lonely or bored with 1 if e, he did not want us to hasten our 

departure of c3eatn since Our birth in order that boredOm 

~ill not set in, he ~a"e to(: .birds a l"eeting and in the big 

17 meeting of all the bi rds, n~ 93V (: each one Q song and a 

18 tune and he ordered the birds of all sizes every morning as 

19 tne new brother sun shinos t~e dawn of a new day, you ~ill 

20 be~in to sing your chorus and your orchestra ~nd you ~ill 

21 shape the luinds of tHe hur.\tlns, the (}~~r~ ~nd th~ bear ~o 

22 tllat t~l(:y. will not h6slt:nto' ';IQ Lind l~av(;! .;.and oie, that 

2 3 they w ill be joy iAnd tl,t:!r u w ill :,H~ V1.:asantness. AnC: every 

24 r,)orning since the b<ig1nning ot til-:l(;?, the robin, the 
, . 
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blackbird, the sparrows, the •pigeon, every one begins to

sing for you and 1. Again this morning, it was so. That

is the creator's law.

To the spirit of the birds of the world, we the

human btlays cidther here ut une wins and we bent trllrsd ur

nigh our gratitude in our yreetinys to all tlhe birds of the

wurld for your beautiiul cony and tno tranquility it brings

with each new day. We the human beings thank you at this

time. We are grateful.

Our creator naked the sun and he says the sun

will be your eldest brother. And in the beginning or the

world our creator told v he sun, you the sun will comp: every

day tv the people. You will wake them up and you will

brine; a light to the darkness of their world. You will

start in the east and go to the west to the monawk, Creole,

Crow, to the Pacific Ocean. And our old brother sun never

stopped since the beginning of time. dust as faithful as

could be with commitment, truth -and justice, he has shined

ti►at light and that energy so that our world will not turn

into a block of ice. Our old brothher sun gave us miracle

again today since wany thousand of years. You and i are

the younger brothers and sisters of that o.'•.d brother sun. {

He is tine eldest. IIe is our caretaker. He -will watc.n us f
and give us streny.thh.

.. , 
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1 blackbira, the sp~rrows, the ~igeon, everyone begins to 

2 sin~ tor you wna I. A9ain this ~orning, it w~s so. Th~t 

3 is the Cf ea tor I 1:5 1 a\>l. 

4 To th~ spirit ot the birds of the world, we the 

6 high Our gratitude in OUr ~reetin~s to all t~e birds of the 

7 world tor your bC3utiiul con~ ~nd the tr~n~uili~y it brin9G 

3 with each new ~ay. We the human b~inys thank you dt this 

9 time. We are grateful. 

10 

11 

12 

lJ 

Our creator ~~ked t~e sun dnd be $ays the sun 

will b~ jour eld~st brotner. And in the be9innin~ ot the 

world our creator told ~he sun, y~u the sun will com~ aV\:Jr'il 

~QY t~ the people. You will wAke them up Gna you will .. 

14 bring a li~ht to the uatkness of their world. ~ou yill 

15 Gtart in the east and go to the west to the Mohawk, CreOle, 
. . 

16 CI~W, to the Pacific Ocean. And our old brother sug never 

17 ~topp~d since the beginning of time. Just as faithful as 

l8 could be with cor.:nlitment, truth 'ana justice, he bas shined 

19 tililt lfght and that er.er9Y so th~t our wOt,ld will not turn 

20 into a block oi ice. OUf old brother SUn gav~ us mir~cle 

21 ay~1n toaay since ~any thousand of years. You ~nd I ~re 

22 the younger brother~ anu sist~rs of that old brother sun. 

23 He is the eldest. n~ is our caretaker. Me vill w~tcn Us 

24 ~nd ~iv~ us stren~tu. 
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So, I ask again in the most oldest tradition of

the western hemisphere that we briny our minds together as

one mind, we buwan beings gathered here today, and let us .

pile our gratitude and our greetings high and let us

jointly together pick up that big pile of gratitude and

greetin5s and let us Uhrow it to our old brother .sun and

say thank you, on brother son, for the miracle of this day

today.

It is another that our creator made a nighttime I
sun called our grandmother, the moon, who is the head woman

of all mothers of the entire works. Our creator gave the

noun uur 5randnotijer the power to regulate the birth of all 1

nations, when will the children be born by every woman,

red, white and yellow, and purple, if you like, every 28

and 30 days their blood will change and purify so that a
I

little tiny baby can find a bed to start to grow so that

the nations o,: the world will be replenished. And so our

i

grandmother, the grandest of women, continues her job and

our children are hal:py.

So, let us bring our winds. again grandchildren,

you anO I, toc ether as one and let us throw our gratitude

and our greetings to our grandmother the moon for

continuing to give birth to our children and perhaps or {

great grandchildren. Grandmother :coon, we your
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So, I ask again in the most oldest tra~ition of 

th e wester n helllispher e th a t we br i ng our minds toge ther as 

one rnina, we huru~n b~ings ~ather~a here today, ~nd let us. 

pile our gratituce and our 9reetinss hiyh and let uS 

jointly together pick up that bi9 pile of 9ro~itude and 

greetin~s and let us threw it to our old brother .sun and 

S&y thank you, oh brother son, for the miracle of this day 

today. 

It is another that aur creator made ~ nighttime 

sun called our ~ranarnot~er, the ffi~on, ~ho is the head woman I 
• 
I 
! of all mothers ot the ~ntire worlJ. Out creator ~aVe the 

r.lOun uur gti:lTior.totiler tile t'ow~r co regulate the birth of 

n~tions, when will the children be born by every wom~n, 

red, wtite and yellow, ana purple, if you like, every 28 

and 30 aays their blood will change and purify so that a 

1 
all I 

1 
-~ 

I 
! 
i 

16 little tiny baby can find a bed to start to grow 50 that 

17 the nations o~ the world will be replenished. And 50 our 

1(> 

19 

20 

21 

... ., ,-

23 

24 

yrandrnother, th~ grand~st of wu~~n, continues her job and 

our children are ha~py. 

So, let us brin~ OUI ~in~5 again ~r~ndchi1dren, 

yo~ an~ I, to~ether ~s one ~nd let us throw our yrati~ude 

and our ~reetin95 to our ~i~nd~otner the moon for 

continuing to 9ive birth to our children and perhayS or 

~reot ~randchildren. Grandmother ioon, we your 
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grandchildren thank you for the light of the past night.

i

It is now to our creator who made the entire

universe and he said to our people, the 11ohawk Indian

people, that l:ohawk humans, you are but a child in the

universe. The granCuiother is older than you and more

poweriul than you. The old brother sun is older than you

and ruore powerful than you. :he Mississippi River -is your

yreatgrandfather and 'Cae St. Lawrence is your uncle. you

the people, the 1•ohawks, the Irish, the Englis;;, the

Canadisn, iho nmorioan, :ho :-oi%u%;k aro only but childron in

tiie big family of the universe. ou wust nave a reverence

and -the great rcapect iiar YOUI Maher the aarth, for youi

yranciriother the iouon, for your eldest brother the sun, and

if you can do this sii,iple little task, everything is at

your fingertips tor you to live in peace. But you must

each day say thank you to every gift that contribute to

your life  and take only what you need from day to day and

your life, it you follow this pattern, will be like a

circle with no end. Your iife will be , everlasting as your

children will curry on your flesh, your blood and your

heartbeat.

And it is ttAis prayer, it you like to call it,

which is said beiorc any important issue so that we will

remain connected as a human 'civilized people in the efforts

/61
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grancchilaren thank you for the light of the past night. 

It is now to our cr~ator who ~ade the entire 

universe and ho~uid to our people, the ilohawk Indian 

peopie, that Mohawk humans, you are but a child in the 

5 universe. The ~ranaruother is older than you ~nd more 

G powerful than you. Tbe old bruther sun is older than you 

7 anu mOl:e powerful tl1Cin you. The Nissis5ippi River is your 

a ~re~tgrandf~ther ~nd tne St. Lawr~nce is your uncle. You 

9 the people, the l·~ohQwks, the Irish, the Englis'j. the 

10 C;ln:ldi;.ln, tho Anlorio;ln, ::ho ":oll:mk ~r" on1:,' bui; chilclro" in 

11 tlle hi';) family of "the univer~e. ~O\; lilUSt i'\av~ ~ reverence 

13 

end ·the ~recd: ~c"pect ior :;OUJ; Molhca: tllC earth, fo. :to\,1~ I 
yrantirnotber ~h~ ~oon, fo~ your ~ldest brother ~he sun, ~~ 

14 if you c~n do this si~ple littl~ t~sk, eY~rythin~ is ~t 

15 your fingertips tor you to live in peace. But you must 

16 each d~y c~y th~nk you to every gift that contribute to 

. 17 you. life ana take onll ~hDt you need from day to day ~nd 

18 your life, it you follow this pattern, will be like ~ 

19 circl~ with no end. Your life will beeverl~stin~ as your 

20 children will curry on ~our flesh, your blood ~nd your 

21 11 ear t be ~ t • 

22 An~ i~ is t~is prayur, it you like to call i~, 

23 which is sdid betorc ~ny iffi~cirtant iSGu~ so that we will 

24 reMain connected as ~ hu~~n 'civilized people in ~h~ efforts 

I:' 
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of what the creator gave to us for our job 
on this planet

called !Mother Earth. In tkiis universe our iixst

instruction is that we ;oust Work endlessly without 
tiring

for the sake of our children and our next 
children as that

is the purpose or our birth on this planet 
is to do

everything so that our children will have a 
chance. That

is the first law of our creator, and w e 
need every single

thing that is in the environment to do 
that.

when we say environment to the I:ohawk, 
you are

actually saying God the creator, for every 
aspect is God's

doing. Arid .o an behalf of our delegation, we 
bring these

words of prayer, - these words o+ c,reetinys from our 
nation

to yours, trop our leaders, our Lien leaders, 
woven leaders,

our men and women and your children, so . that 
we may do

something fast. 1111at the creator wants us to do is :o

clean every river and every lake and every area 
and every

part of bother Earth's body and that not the 
dollar sign be

an obstacle to that endeavor but that our children, the

newborn ones, be our goal to,tiorrow and tomorrow 
and the

lnext tomorrow.

Our delegation, our technical people, they 
have

yone to some chuncye:; in the United States' finest

university to learn about technical t4hings, biology,

chemical levels, toxins, something that is foreign 
to the

.! 

". 

.- . 
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1 of what the creator 96ve to us for our job on this ?l~net 

2 called Hothet Earth. In tbis universe aUI first 

3 instruction is that we ~ust work endlessly without tiring 

4 for the sake of our children and our next children QS that 

5 is the pur~os~ oi our birth on this planet is to 00 

6 everything so that our children will have a chance. Th~t 

7 is the first law ot our creato~, and we nee~ every single 

a thing that 1s in the environment to do that. 

9 When we say environment to the Mohawk, you are 

10 ~ctually sayiny God the creator. for every aspect is God's 

l1 doing. And eO on behalf of our delegation, we bring these 

12 words of prayer,' these wQrds of ~reetin~~ from our nation 

13 to yours, from our leaders, Our ~enleaders, women leaders, 
.. --......... 

14 our men and women and your children, so.that we may ~o 

1S sQmethin~ faot. What the Cleator wants us to do is to 

16 clean evety river and every lake and every area und every 

17 part of Motber Earth's body and that not the dollar si;n be 

la an obstacle to that endeavor but that our children, the 

19 newborn Ones, be our goal to~orrow and tomorrow an~ the 

~o ne~t tomorruw. 

21 Our clelegation, our technical people, they have 

22 yone to so~e chany&~ in the United Stutes' tinest 

23 university to 1~arn ~bout ~ecbnical t~in9s, biolo~y, 

ch~mic~1 levels, tOXins, something that is eoreign to the 

J i 



SENT BY:CORNW.: LL, ONTAR10 ; 2-20-92 ; 2:19P11 ;MOH-AWK COUNCIL ADM 1"

4

CJ

7­

1

2

3

4

5

6

r

9

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

13

19

20

21

22

23

24

;#13/14

29

Uohawk but something tiaat we had no Choice o= the matter,

and they will speak shortly as to what they have found and

to some of their recomwendations as my children and your

children need some he-lp very badly.

I want to end my sentiment of the message of the

I4ohawk people by a statement that one of our woman wade

several years ago, anu 1 hope that you will take it as a

warning and as an advice #or the benefit of our

grandchildren. She said, ir. President and world leasers

of the wboie world, wizen you have' polluted the last river

and when you have ezuyht the last f isil and w&-,en you Nave

cut down the last tree, :ir. president and worao leaders, it

is too bad that then and only then will you realize t. :at

you cannot eat all the money that's in the bank.

For the sake of your children and ;ray children

and our great great-grandchildren, I ask you now, honorable

men leaders and people, scientists, biologists, we better

yet it together quick. This is the uiessage from the 1•:ohawk

people.

And I thank you for this time and this

opportunity and 1 14 like that you listen to our technical

young people whose philosophy along with the technical

skills learned from your country have combined it to try to

find a place, a safes place to put our feet. Thank you.

.. . 
.... 
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1 

2 

UOhdVk but som~thin~ th~t we had no choice Qi the matter, 

and they will speak shortly as to what they have found and 

3 

4 

co so~e of their rocohlhlendations ~s my children and ~our 

children need sor6"~ i'Hdp very badly. 

5 

6 

I w~nt to end my sentiment of the me3sage of the 

Mohawk people by a statement that one of our woman ~ade 

Seycra~ years a~o, ana ! nop~ chac you w11~ take i~ ~~ G 

S warniny and as ~n advice tor th~ benefit of oUt 

9 gr~ndchildren. She said, Ur. President and world leaders 

10 of the wbole wotld, ween tOU have ~olluted the last river 

11 

12 cu't down the las't tree, Ur. President and worl~ 1e.aders, it: 

13 is too bad that then and only then will you reali2e that 
.- -- .- . 

14 you cannot ea~ all the money that's in theb~nk. 

15 For the sake of your children and my children 

16 and our great great-grandchildren, I aSk you now, honorabl~ 

17 ~en leaders and people, scientists, biolo~ists, we better 

10 y~t it together quick. This is the ~essage fr~m the Mohawk 

19 people. 

20 And I thank you tor this time ~nd this 

21 opportunity an~ I'd like that you listen to OUt technical 

22 :i0un~ pt!ople whose philosophy tllon'J with thp tec:nnical 

23 skills l~~rned from your country h~ve co~bined it to tty to 

24 tind a place, a safu plnce to ~ut our t~et. Th~nk you. 

I. 
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THE CHAIRIIAN: Chief Porter, we thank you for

your message and for your prayer in our language and the

poetic and beautiful way that you nave given it to us.

MR. SKIDDERS: Good afternoon. riy naute is

Brian Skidders and I work with the Mohawk Council on

environment division and I have been asked by 1:r. Henry

Liqurs to relay his regrets for not being here. The

opportunity to help familiarize yourself and others of the

environmental problems facing Akwesasne residents daily

will be of great assistance to both personnel iron she

state as well as the Akwesasne to realize the clean. safrd

environment. Akwesasne environmental concern is a very

basic need to a healthy environment and I would just like

to mention to you today about some of the concerns that we

i,ave. I guess I would just read this out to you. It would

be easier for iae.

It's not without mental. anquish that the

residents of the Akwesasne each spring briny to till-their

soil for another..) ear of gardening. Ouestions like how bad

is this soil? Am I far enough away from the plants? An I

doing .ay children raore "berm than good by feeding thatt irow

tnis soil? All these questions and more aru &ckod by

residents each sprin4q 'ss they begin ar.ntiier planting

season.
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1 THE CHAIRHAN: Chief Porter, we thank you for 

2 yuur message &nd for your prayer in our language and the 

3 poetic ~nd beautiful w~y that you nave 9iven it to us. 

4 l-!R. Sl\I DOERS: Good af ter noon. ;'.y nalae is 

5 Brian Skidders and I work with tbe Mohawk Council on 

6 environment division and I have been askea by Ur. Henry 

7 LiqUIS to relay his re9~ets for not bein~ here. The 

8 opportunity to help familiarize yourself and otb~rs of the 

9 environmental problems iacing Akw~sasne residents daily 

10 will be of wreat assistance to both p~rsonnel irON the 

11 state as well as the Akwesasne to r~alize ~ha clean saf~ 

12 ~nvironment. Akw~sasnG environmental concern is Q very 

13 basic need to a neal thy environment and I would just like 

14 to mention to you today about some of the concerns that we 

15 ~av~. I guess I ~ould just toad this out to you. It would 

l6 be easier for me • 

. 17 .It's not ~ithout ~ental anquish that the 

18 residents of tb~ Akwesasne each spring briny to ~ill· their 

l~ soil for another ... i~ar of ~ardenin'il. Questions 1 ike how bad 

~O is this soil? Am I far enough ~w~y from the plants? Am I 

21 doinS my child~~n ~ore ·h.r~ than ~ood by feeding them iro~ 

22 tnis soil? All thes~ ~uestionsand more Qr~ .ckou by 

24 season. 


