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Dear Mr Davies:

Mr. George Mierzynski of the Ministry of Environment's Central Region
has asked that I provide you with information on the Toronto Harbour

Commissioners' (THC) involvement in the Federal Environmental Assessment
and Review Process (E.A.R.P.).

In 1985 the Toronto Harbour Commissioners asked Environment Canada
to provide them with scientific and technical advice so as to :assist

them .in ensuring that the proposal for a marina met with the requirements
of the Federal Environmental Assessment- and Review Process. Subsequently,
the Commissioners were advised by Environment Canada that they should
prepare an Initial. Environmental Rvnluation (a document which evaluates the
environmental implications associated with a project). Environment Canada
aldo informer{ the Commissioners that clue to the strong public interest

associated with the Spit, that they should pay special attention to public
issues and concerns. In response, the Toronto Harbour Commissioners hired

a consultant to prepare the Initial Environmental Evaluation and to

specifically address the issue of public participation.

In March 1986, the Torow o Harbour Commissioners produced an Initial.
Environmental Evaluation, which was reviewed by Environment Canada together

with other federal and provincial agencies, from a scientific and technical

perspective. At the same time that government agencies were reviewing

the report, public interest groups were advised of the availability of

the document for their examination. The issues and concerns that you

have described in your letter, such as crowding, were addressed in the

Initial Environmental Evaluation. On the basis of the public consultation

that had occurred and Environment Canada's agency review, TUC was advised
in September 1986 that Environment Canada had no outstanding scientific or

technical concerns. The Harbour Commissioners subsequently declared its

Initial Environmental. Evaluation complete and commenced work on the project.
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. Mr. George Hierzynski of the Hinistry of Environment's Central Region 
has asked that I provide you with information on the Toronto Harhour 
Commissioners' (THC) involvement in the FederrIl Environmp.nt.ql Assessment 

. and Review Process (E.A.R.P.). 

In 1985 the Toronto Harhour Commissioners asked Envi.rollment Canada 
to providf' them with scientl.fic rllld techni.cal ::tdvice so as to ~ssist 
them in ensuri.ng that the proposal fl>r a marina met with the requirements 
of the Federal Environmental Assessment ::tnd Review Process. Suhsequently, 
the Commissioners were advised hy Envi.ronment Can;.J.r\.q that they should 
prel);H~(~ ;In lniti::tl Envi.ronmental. ",valuation (;:r. doclJment whl.ch eV::lluat8s the 
environmental impl lcat lOlls associat(~d wi. th a project). F.:nvi ronment Canada 
also informed the Commissi')lIers that due. to the strong puhlic interest 
associated w:lth the Spit, that they should pay speci::tl attentlon to puhlic 
i.ssues alld concerns. In r.espol1se, the Toronto Harhour Commisslnners hired 
a consult;:tnt to prepare the InitlA.l F:nvironmcntal F.:valuatlon and to 
specifically address the issue of puhlic ]lill"ticipation. 

In Narch 1986, th~~ Toronto lIar.hour Comrnissi')llcrs produc:erl an Initial 
Environmenta 1 F.valu::lt lon, Ivllich was reviewed hy [nv ironment Can::tch togetll>' r 
with other federal and provinci.al. Ggencies,from a sci.entific and technical 
perspective. At the same time th'lt governrnent ;~gl~nci.es w(·)rl~ reviewing 
the report, puhlic interest groups .}ere advised of the ilvailflhility of 
the document for their examination. The issues and concerns that you 
have descrihed in your letter, such as crowding, were addressed in the 
Initial Environmental Evaluation. On the hasis of the puhlic consultation 
that had occurred and Environment Crtnada's agency review, THC was ndvised 
in Septemher 1986 that Environment Canada 11.:1 Ii no outstanding scientific or 
technical concerns. The Harhour Commissioners suhseqllently declared its 
Initial Environmentfll Evaluatiorl complete and commenced work on the project. 
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It is important to note that the Environmental Assessment and ReviewProcess is an Order in Council which is applied to undertakings of thefederal government. Crown corporations and other federal a enci.esHarbour Commissions) are invited to participate in the Environmental
ncluding

Assessment Process rather than being directed to do so. The Toronto HarbourCommissioners entered into E.A.R.P. and undertook to prepare an InitialEnvironmental Evaluati_on.in consulti.on with Environment Canada on avoluntary basis. I have enclosed for your information a document describingthe Environmental Assessment and Review Process. If you have any furtherquestions please do not hesitate to contact this office. Thank you forexpressing your concerns about the Toronto Waterfront.

Yours Sincerely

sstihl,4i
Regional Director
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