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'3 February, 1981 

Honorable John Roberts 
Minister 
Department of the Environment 
Ottawa, Canada 

Dear Minister: 

With respect to the attached article, if 
it is correct, Hooker's plant is probably not the 
source of the Lake .Ontario TCDD. However, Hooker 
probably is, in my opinion. 

When I was involved in a major law suit 
against Hooker's parent, Occidental, I tried to 
track the source of Mirex. I convinced myself at 
least, that the source was Hooker's leaking land-
fills, some of which I uncovered, as well as past 
plant discharges. At that point, 1978, I tried to 
tell those who would listen that a parallel problem 
with TCDD potentially existed. 

In short, if Hooker is the source of the 
TCDD in Lake Ontario, look to its landfills as the 
present source, not the manufacturing plant. 

Very truly yours, 

Edward W. Kleppinger, Ph.D. 

EWK:wm 
Att. 
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Office of the Minister 
Environment Canada 

Cabinet du MinisIre 
Environneme.nt Canada 

February 23, 1981 

Dr. Edward W: Kleppinger 
EWK Consultants Inc. 
407 "N" Street S.W. 
Washington 
DC USA 20024 

Dear Dr. Kleppinger: 

On behalf of the Honourable John Roberts, I wish to acknowledge 
receipt of your February 3 letter and enclosed copy of an 
article, referring to Hooker Chemical Co. as a source of the 
TCDD in Lake Ontario. 

The Minister is aware of your views on this issue and would 
like to thank you for bringing them to his attention. 

Sincerely, 

Ned F. 
Departmen al Assistant.  

Ottawa. Canada 
KlA OH3 



Minister 	 Ministre 
Environment Canada Environnemenl Canada 
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Dr. Edward W. Kleppinger 
EWK Consultants Inc. 
Environmental Management Specialists 
407 "N" Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 
U.S.A. 

Dear Dr. Kleppinger: 

Thank you for your letter of February 3 regarding 
sources of TCDD in Lake Ontario. 

I am aware of numerous recent reports which have been 
prepared over the last two years by various 
organizations on this subject and my officials 
maintain regular and effective contact with the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
and the Environmental Protection Agency. 

We are encouraged that remedial work at Love Canal is 
almost complete and that work will hopefully begin 
soon at the Hyde Park dump site. A number of other 
sites have been identified as containing large 
quantities of 2,4,5-Trichlorophenol wastes from which 
TCDD is now leaching. 

Canadian and United States officials met in Washington 
in December, 1980, to develop an effective response to 
the problem, and we are hopeful of progressive 
improvement. 

Ottawa, Canada 
KlA OH3 
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