Septenber 19, 1979

Mr. David Crane
Editorial Page Editor
Torontg Sitar

1 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ontario

M5E 156
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Dear Sirs

The Ontzxloc Minilstry of the Euviroument finally snnounced the control ovder
o Reed Limited to clean up watey pollution at dte mill in Dryden after s
aix month extenslve review by the resources development committse of eh@
Legislaturae. Vo gooner dld the government serve the paperé on Reed, g
it announced that Lv wonld appesl the crder.

Thie highlights the unfair and toothless procedures vnder Ontario's
EBxwironnmental Protectlon Act, Under thst statute, 2 poilubtion szbatement
order cannot be anforecd until after all appeals are b d. Reed has the
right to appeal the order to the Envirenmental Assessment Boavrd, o up to
three levels of couvt, and te the Minister of the Environment:, & process
which could easily take two vears. If those who believe Reed’s mill in
Pryden is not Linanclelly wviasble in the long run, and that the company
intends to sbandon the will within the next few yesrs are vight, the will
may be shut down befove the econtrol ovder ever takes effect. Who will clean
up the water pollution then? '

This appeal process isg completely one slded. Downsiresm neighbours who might
be affacted by aly or water pollution have no right te partieipate in these
appeals. Although s company can appeal a control order which it feels is

too tough, no one has the right te appeal an ovder which &8 too lenient.

The Canadian Eavirompental Law Association wrote to Dy. Pairott, the

Minister of the Envivenment, on May 30th, esking him to amend the
Environmental Protection Act to remove thig disparity, which glves an uwnfalr
advantage to polluters over the public who may be adversely affected by

their activities., The letter has never been ,answeréd The Heed case

proves vhat environmentalists have been saying for years and what the resources
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development committee recently gtated in 1ts report on Reed, Tnco and acid
rain - that the Eavirommental Protection Act isn't working and should be
substantially amended to allow public involvement at all siages of the
control order process, to make public funding available to interest groups,
set minimum finea and increase maximum fines, and initlate prosecutions as
soon as a company has falled to meet a control order deadline,

Sincerely,

CANADIAN BNVIRONHMENTAL LAW ASSOCRATION

John Swaigen
General Coungel
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