Septewber 19, 1979

My, EBd O'Dacre

Bditoriel Page Editor : ‘
Globe and Mall

&4y Front Streef West

Toronto, Ontarie

Dear Sir:

wment finslly announced the control ovder
pollution at its wlill In Dyyden aftevr &
resources development committee of the

on Reed, than

This highlights the unfair and toothless procedures under Ontariec's
Pnvirvonmental Protection Act. Under that stature, a pollution sbatement

order cannot be enforced wnill after all appeals are heard, Reed has the
vight to appeal the ordar to the Envivommental Assessment Bosrd, to up o
three levals of court, and to the Minister of the Environment, a procesa which
could easily take two years. Lf those who believe Reed’s will in Dryden

ie not financially viable in the long vun, and that the company lntends to
abandon the miill within the next few vears ave wight, the will may be shut

dewn before the control arder ever takes effect. VWho willclean. up the water
pollution then?

Uhis appeal process is completely one sided. Downatresm neighbowrs who might
be affected by alr or water pollution have no right te participate in these
appeals. Although a company can appeal a control order which it feels ie

too tough, no ome has the right to appeal an order which is too lenient.

The Canadian Envivonmmutal Lew Associatlon wrote to Dr. Parvoti, the Minister
of the Environment, on May 30th, asking him te amend the Environmental
Pravection Act to ramove this dispavrity, which glves an unfaly sdvangage

to poelluters over the publie who may be advergely affected by thely
activities, The letter has never been answered. The Reed case proves what
environmentalists have been gaving for years and what the resources
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development committee recently stated in its report on Roed, Inco and aseid
rain - that the Environmental Protection Aect isn't working and should be
substantially amended to allow public invelvewent at all stages of the
control order process, to make public funding available to interest grOups ,
get minlmum fines and incresse mavimum fines, and initiate prosecutions as
soon as a companyhhas failed to meet a control order deadiine.,

Sincerely;

CANADIAN ENVIROWMENTAL LAW ASSOCBATION

John Swalgen
General {ounsel
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